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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE:  May 11, 2010 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: FARMERS' MARKET LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager of the City of Placerville 
to execute on behalf of the City a Lease Agreement between the City and the Placerville-South 
Lake Tahoe-El Dorado Hills Certified Farmers' Market Association, Inc. for farm produce sales 
on Saturday mornings from the first Saturday in May through the last Saturday in October at the 
Ivy House Parking Lot. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Since 1993, the City has entered into an Agreement with Mr. James Coalwell, who originally 
acted on behalf of the El Dorado County Farm Trails Association, for the use of the Ivy House 
Parking Lot as a produce market on Saturday mornings. In 2001, the City entered into a Lease 
Agreement for the Farmers' Market with Mr. Coalwell on behalf of the Placerville-South Lake 
Tahoe-El Dorado Hills Certified Farmers' Market Association, Inc. ("Association").  
 
Over the years, the City has periodically renewed the Lease, generally at two-year intervals.  The 
last two-year Lease Agreement was executed in 2008.  At the time that this matter is before the 
Council, the Farmers’ Market will have actually commenced for this year.  The Market opened 
on May 8, 2010. 

ANALYSIS 
 

The Association operates the Farmers' Market on Saturday mornings from May until late 
October of each year.   During the time that the Association has operated the Farmers' Market, no 
complaints have been received by the City with respect to the operation of the Farmers' Market. 
The Market appears to be efficiently run and organized, and is well received by the community. 
Mr. Coalwell, who is primarily responsible for the operation of the Market, has been doing so 
since 1993, and the City's experience with him has been positive. 
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The Association has conducted farmers' markets in South Lake Tahoe and El Dorado Hills, as 
well as Placerville. The proposed Lease Agreement is very similar to the last Lease Agreement, 
as well as similar to the Association's lease agreements with other entities. The amount of the 
rent remains at $100.00 per month in the proposed Lease Agreement, which is either equal to or 
greater than the lease rate charged by other entities.  
 
The proposed Lease Agreement is similar to the last Agreement in that it will automatically 
renew next year, however, the proposed Lease differs from the previous Lease in that it will also 
automatically renew each year thereafter.  Either party may prevent the automatic renewal by 
notifying the other by February 1st of each year of their intent to withdraw from the Lease 
Agreement. The Lease also differs from the previous Lease in that it contains a provision 
allowing termination of the Lease if and when the City commences improvements for the Cedar 
Ravine/Clay Street intersection. 
 
It is staff's recommendation that the Council authorize entering into the Lease Agreement with 
the Association. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS  
 
The rental rate of $100.00 per month does not generate significant revenue to the City. The 
purpose of the basic rent is to simply defray the City's administrative costs with respect to the 
Lease Agreement and the operation of the Market.  The tenant is responsible for maintaining the 
area in a clean and orderly condition and for cleaning up the site at the conclusion of each 
market.  The intangible financial benefit from having the Market in the City is to the ability to 
draw people to the downtown Placerville area and promote other retail sales in addition to those 
at the Market 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________  
John W. Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
 
JWD:lrm 
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