
   City of Placerville 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

DATE:             December 1, 2016  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: PURCHASE OF A SULLIVAN- PALATEK,  MODEL: D185PJD 
(185 CFM. 100 PSI) PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR FOR A TOTAL 
PURCHASE PRICE OF $14,447.58 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution; 

  
1. Approving the purchase of a new Sullivan-Palatek, Model: D185PJD (185 CFM. 

100 PSI) Portable Air Compressor for the total price of $14,447.58, including tax 
and freight.  The compressor is to be utilized by the Public Works Department 
Maintenance Division in the maintenance of; the City's water distribution, and 
sanitary sewer collection systems. 

2. Authorizing the City Manager to execute the necessary contract documents to 
complete the purchase. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City Public Works Department currently has two diesel powered air compressors in 
the 185 CFM size range, however one compressor is not functioning at all, and the other 
air compressor was originally purchased in 1986 and has an out of compliance diesel 
engine that must be replaced for that compressor to meet CARB diesel engine 
requirements.  Upon the purchase of a new air compressor, both of the existing machines 
will be declared surplus, and will be properly disposed of.  During the Fiscal Year 
2009/2010 budget a Capital Purchase item was approved to acquire a new portable air 
compressor with a budgeted purchase price amount of $18,000. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Public Works staff has researched approved government procurement lists to locate 
approved vendors and manufacturers for portable air compressors.  From that research, 
the Department received price quotes from different vendors for six different machines 
ranging in sizes from 175 CFM to 195 CFM, with prices ranging from approximately 
$12,400 to $13,900, not including tax and freight.  Some of the vendors that submitted 
price quotes are located in the Midwest with no local service facility.  Two local vendors 



were United Rentals, located in Rocklin and West Coast Pneumatics, in Sacramento.  
Their price quotes are as follows: 
 
1. United Rentals- Sullair, Model: 185DPQ-CA Air Compressor, including freight 

and delivery estimated price of: $13,870.75 
 

2. West Coast Pneumatics- Sullivan-Palatek, Model: D185PJD (185 CFM. 100 PSI) 
Portable Air Compressor, including freight and delivery estimated price of: 
$13,351.00 
 

Both models are very close in price; however, the Sullivan-Palatek model has more 
desirable features on the unit, has available accessories, has an industry reputation for 
greater reliability and longevity, and has a better warranty.  For those reasons staff 
recommends that the City purchase the Sullivan-Palatek, Model: D185PJD (185 CFM. 
100 PSI) Portable Air Compressor from West Coast Pneumatics.  With the upgrades 
requested by the City, the total purchase price, including tax, is: $14,447.58. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
At its regularly scheduled meeting held June 8, 2010, the City Council adopted the Fiscal 
Year 2009/201 Water Enterprise Fund and the Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating Budget 
which appropriated $18,000 for a replacement portable air compressor.  As you can see, 
the proposed purchase of the $14,447.58 Sullivan-Palatek, Model: D185PJD (185 CFM 
100 PSI) Portable Air Compressor is well within the $18,000 budget appropriation.  
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the Council to approve the purchase of the new 
Sullivan-Palatek portable air compressor.   
 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 


