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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DATE:  July 13, 2010 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll 
  City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING NOVEMBER 2, 2010 AS THE DATE FOR 

AN ELECTION ON A PROPOSED BALLOT MEASURE SEEKING VOTER 
APPROVAL RELATING TO THE ENACTMENT OF A ONE-QUARTER OF 
ONE PERCENT (0.25%) TRANSACTIONS AND USE (SALES) TAX FOR 
THIRTY YEARS, ESTABLISHING THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
FOR SUCH AN ELECTION, AND REQUESTING THAT THE COUNTY OF 
EL DORADO CONDUCT SUCH ELECTION 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution as follows: 
 
1. Establishing November 2, 2010, as the date of an election on a proposed ballot measure 
 seeking voter approval relating to the enactment of a one-quarter of one percent (0.25%) 
 transactions and use (sales) tax for thirty (30) years; 
 
2. Establishing the policies and procedures for such an election; and 
 
3. Requesting that the El Dorado County Elections Department conduct such an election. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Council, at its meeting of June 22, 2010, reviewed the results of a survey presented to the 
City’s ratepayers regarding the issue of an add-on sales tax, the revenue of which would be used for 
water and wastewater debt service and/or water and wastewater infrastructure improvements. A 
copy of the related staff report is attached hereto for the Council’s reference.  At the conclusion of 
the discussion regarding this matter, the Council directed staff to prepare formal documents for an 
add-on sales tax of one-quarter percent for a period of thirty years to be placed on the November 
ballot.   
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In order to place such a measure on the ballot, the Council needs to adopt a formal resolution calling 
for the election and setting forth policies and procedures for the election.  The Council also needs to 
incorporate and approve in the resolution, the ordinance which will enable the add-on sales tax to 
become operative should the measure pass.  Before the Council tonight is such a resolution together 
with the proposed ordinance.  
 
The resolution takes the following actions.  It calls for the election and the placement of the 
measure on the ballot.  It sets forth the ballot language, which, in summary, provides for a one-
quarter percent add-on sales tax for thirty (30) years with all proceeds going to local water and/or 
wastewater debt service and water and/or wastewater construction projects.  The ballot language 
also provides for annual oversight.  The proposed ordinance is attached to the resolution and is 
approved by the Council with the adoption of the resolution. 
 
Procedures for the election are set forth in the resolution relating to publishing notice, consolidating 
and conducting the election, and canvassing the returns.  The resolution also sets dates for the 
submission of ballot arguments, rebuttals, and the required impartial analysis by the City Attorney.  
It should be noted that the Council will be requested to determine at tonight’s meeting who is 
authorized to prepare a written argument in favor of the proposed measure.  Since this is a Council-
initiated ballot measure, two members of the Council may prepare such a written argument.  The 
argument may be signed by two Council members, but may contain no more than five signatures. 
 
Finally, the resolution contains the requisite findings pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).   
 
The ordinance, which is a part of the resolution, will add Chapter 26 to Title 5 of the City Code.  If 
the measure passes, the operative date of the ordinance will be April 1, 2011.  While containing 
many technical provisions required by the Revenue and Taxation Code, the ordinance also sets forth 
the add-on sales tax of one-quarter of one percent (0.25%) and limits the term of the add-on tax to 
thirty (30) years.  Because this is a special tax, a two-thirds vote of the electorate will be required to 
pass the measure.   
 
Also because this is a special tax, an Expenditure Plan is required in the ordinance.  That 
Expenditure Plan provides that the revenue from the tax can only be used to repay bond and State 
Revolving Fund debt incurred for improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, and to fund 
water and sewer construction projects.  
 
It should also be noted that the ordinance provides for a Citizens Oversight Committee.  This is to 
provide for the “annual oversight” stated in the ballot language.  The proposed ordinance provides 
that the Citizens Oversight Committee will be made up of five (5) members of the public who will 
review and report on the revenue and expenditure of funds from the special tax.  The Council will 
appoint the members of that committee. 
 
As indicated previously, the approval of the resolution and proposed ordinance is required in order 
for this matter to be on the November ballot.  These documents must be received the El Dorado 
County Elections Department by July 12, 2010, in order to qualify for the ballot.  The proposed 
resolution and ordinance have been reviewed by the California State Board of Equalization and the 
El Dorado County Elections Department.  If the ballot measure passes, the Council will formally 
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approve the ordinance as part of its action in adopting a resolution accepting the certification of the 
canvass of ballots by the El Dorado County Registrar of Voters.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The fiscal impact of adding this measure to the November ballot will be approximately $4,000 in 
increased election costs for the City. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed for fiscal impact: 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________  
John Driscoll      David Warren 
City Manager/City Attorney    Finance Director 
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