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Community Development Department 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  December 1, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor Pierre Rivas and the Placerville City Council 
 
FROM:  Steve Calfee, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Abandoned/Illegal Monument and Pole Signs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation 
 
Provide direction to Staff regarding the City Council's desire the pursue the abatement of 
abandoned and illegal pole and monument signs.  
 
Discussion  
 
Several months ago, the City Council and Staff engaged in a discussion regarding sign code 
enforcement matters. The discussion focused primarily on the abatement of illegal temporary 
signs such as banners, A-boards, posters and the like. The City Council, without taking formal 
action, suggested to Staff that sign code enforcement with respect to temporary signs be 
pursued on a time-available basis, and suggested the utilization of SHIELD volunteers, should 
such volunteers be interested in assisting the Community Development Department in sign 
code enforcement regarding temporary signs. 
 
To this end, several SHIELD volunteers began canvassing the City's commercial districts 
approximately five weeks ago. The volunteers are personally contacting those businesses which 
have illegal temporary signs as discussed above. The volunteers are providing background 
information with respect to the sign code and requesting voluntary compliance by the business 
within 60 days of initial contact. So far, the quest for voluntary compliance within the business 
community has had mixed results, but there is an observed reduction in the number of illegal 
temporary signs communitywide, albeit rather minimal. It is worth noting, however, that the 
60-day period within which compliance has been sought has yet to expire. 
 
During the aforementioned discussions regarding the sign code, Staff also inquired as to the 
City Council's desire to abate a number of either illegal or abandoned pole and monument signs 
communitywide. At the time, Staff noted that the abatement of such signs would result in the 
immediate removal of blight and have a direct aesthetic benefit upon the community. After 
discussion on this matter, the Council suggested that Staff later return the question to the 
Council for further discussion and guidance—preferably after budget proceedings. 
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Attached, please find a draft report which outlines the procedures for the abatement of 
abandoned and illegal pole and monument signs. The report identifies a number of signs 
observed by Staff which fall into the category of illegal or abandoned pole or monument signs, 
and nuisance issues related thereto, and sets forth the procedure for City Council to declare 
such signs nuisances and begin the causation of their removal. 
 
To summarize this procedure, the City Council must consider a Resolution declaring certain 
illegal signs as public nuisances, the Council's intent to abate such nuisances, and the 
establishment of a date and time to hear objections to such sign abatement. 
 
This item is agendized for discussion and City Council direction. If it is an activity which City 
Council wishes Staff to pursue, Staff believes it is an activity which the Community 
Development Department can pursue beginning late summer and continuing though the fall 
season. If this is a matter which the City Council wishes to defer at this time, that is useful 
information as well, as Staff can return with other pending items previously discussed by the 
City Council. For example, Staff may return to the City Council seeking additional guidance 
with respect to revisiting the City's Historic Resources/Inventory/Guidelines matter. It is 
important to note, however, that the Housing Element recently adopted by the City Council 
does contain a number of programs which must be pursued and implemented by the City. Staff 
is awaiting final disposition of the Housing Element from the State Department of Housing and 
Community Development, noting further that, upon acknowledgment by the HCD, the 
implementation programs set forth by the Housing Element should be of high priority. 
 
Staff welcomes the City Council's input on this matter, and further requests the Council's 
direction. Should a Councilmember have any questions regarding this item, please feel free to 
contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________  
Steve Calfee       John W. Driscoll     
Community Development Director   City Manager/City Attorney 
City of Placerville     City of Placerville 
  
 
 


