
 
 
 
h:\cmca\staffreports\2010\092810CourthouseSite.rpt 
 
 

 

 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DATE:  September 28, 2010 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll 
  City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: LOCATION OF THE NEW EL DORADO COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council take the following actions: 
 
1. Endorse the site adjacent to the El Dorado County Jail as the location for the new El Dorado 
 County Courthouse; and 
 
2.   Direct staff to work with the Administrative Office of the Courts, the “Courts Committee,” 
 and El Dorado County staff in providing information in support of locating the new County 
 court facility on the site adjacent to the El Dorado County Jail. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Earlier this year, the State identified approximately $80 million in funding for a new El Dorado 
County courthouse facility.  Construction on that facility is anticipated to begin in approximately 
two years.  In the interim, the Administrative Office of the Courts is reviewing potential sites for the 
new courthouse facility.  The County of El Dorado has offered to the State the 5.9-acre site located 
adjacent to the County Jail and within the City of Placerville.  It was initially thought that this 
would be the appropriate site for the new courthouse facility because there would be no land 
acquisition costs, and because of the site’s proximity to the County Jail, the transportation costs 
related to prisoners in criminal cases would be minimized. 
 
It now appears that the Courts Committee may be favoring a site outside the City limits and in the 
vicinity of Ponderosa Road in the Cameron Park/Shingle Springs area.  City staff feels strongly that 
the proper location for a new courthouse facility is within the City limits of Placerville.  Placerville 
is the County seat and historically the home of the primary courthouse facility for the County.  
Placerville is the center of both State and County government for El Dorado County and provides 
the necessary businesses to complement the courthouse facility. 
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Traffic impacts of the new courthouse facility will be minimized as a result of the Western 
Placerville Interchanges Project. The environmental document for that project specifically 
considered traffic impacts associated with a new courthouse facility and were included in the traffic 
volume forecast.  Prior to the taking over of the court system by the State, the County had planned 
to construct its new courthouse on the site adjacent to the Jail.  The site, quite frankly, is the only 
site that makes sense. 
 
Because of the rumors that the Courts Committee is focusing on and favoring a site outside the City 
and in the Cameron Park/Shingle Springs area, El Dorado County Supervisor James Sweeney has 
agendized this item for the Board of Supervisors meeting on September 28, 2010.  A copy of 
Supervisor Sweeney’s report is attached to this staff report.  Also attached is a letter from Board of 
Supervisors Chairperson Norma Santiago to the Judicial Council expressing support for the site in 
Placerville adjacent to the Jail.  The City, in March of this year, also sent a letter to the Judicial 
Council in response to its request for information concerning the Placerville site.  A copy of that 
letter is also attached to this report for the Council’s information. 
 
The location of the new court facility within the City of Placerville is extremely important to both 
El Dorado County and the City.  Staff feels that it is imperative for the City to make every effort to 
ensure that the new court facility is located in the proposed site adjacent to the Jail.  As a result, 
staff is requesting that the Council endorse the site with another letter addressed to the appropriate 
entity.  Also, staff is requesting that it be directed to work with El Dorado County staff, the Courts 
Committee and the Administrative Office of the Courts to provide information and facilitate the 
selection of the Placerville site as the preferred site for the new courthouse facility. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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