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DATE:          November 23, 2010 
 
TO:               City Council 
 
FROM:         Dave Warren, Director of Finance 
 
SUBJECT:   PROPOSED PARKING CITATION FINE SCHEDULE  
                                                                      
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the revised parking citation fine schedule as 
shown on attachment “A.” 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Both the City’s parking subcontractor, Banner Parking Services and the Police Department issue 
citations for parking violations as defined in the California Vehicle Code and the City’s Municipal 
Code.  Recent legislation including the adoption of the State’s budget mandate that all local 
government agencies that issue parking citations collect additional surcharges as a means of 
addressing court system funding shortages.  Tonight, staff is recommending the City Council adopt 
the attached Master Parking Citation Fine Schedule to address the increased surcharges.  
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Senate Bill 425 increased the court construction penalty by $1.50.  Senate Bill 857 updated California 
Government Code Section 76000.3 and added a $3.00 surcharge to be deposited in the Trial Court 
Trust Fund for each parking violation.  The $4.50 in surcharges is in addition to the $8.00 the City 
already collects for each parking citation.  The effective date of the new surcharge is December 7, 
2010.   Although the State never communicated these changes to the City, staff did receive a letter 
from its collection agent, Duncan Solutions, dated November 15, 2010, (please see attached) 
informing us of the upcoming change.  For the reasons mentioned in the following paragraph, staff 
recommends increasing fines by an additional $0.50 bringing the total amount of the State pass 
through to $13.00 ($8.00 + $1.50 + $3.00 + $0.50).   
 
When a citation recipient refuses to pay a citation, Duncan Solutions places a “hold” on the 
recipients DMV record as a way of collecting the citation.  DMV only collects fees in whole dollars 
and rounds down when entering citation amounts into the State system.  Adding the additional 
$0.50 ensures the City collects the entire $12.50 pass through.  If approved by the Council tonight, 
the new fine schedule would become effective December 24, 2010. 
 
 

 

 

 

 M E M O R A N D U M  

 F i n a n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  



AGENDA 2 Proposed Parking Citation Fines 11-23-10 

November 23, 2010 

 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The City’s portion of the parking citation revenues are used to partially offset the cost of the Police 
Departments Patrol Division and the Downtown Parking Program.  By increasing the parking 
citation fines by $5.00, the City will avoid having to subsidize the $4.50 in additional State 
surcharges.  Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to adopt the attached Resolution as 
presented.  

 
 
 

   
        
Dave Warren 
Director of Finance       
 
 
Reviewed and Approved: 
 
 
 
       
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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