
 

Community Development Department 
MEMORANDUM 

 
AGENDA DATE: February 8, 2011 
TO:   Mayor Machado and Placerville City Council 
FROM:   Steve Calfee, Community Development Director, Retired 
PROJECT:  Highway 50 Scenic Corridor 
SUBJECT: To receive and file this Memorandum as part of the public record. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Discussion:  At the regular City Council meeting of  January 25, 2011 public comment was 
received regarding the lack of visual and aesthetic respect paid by the City to the Highway 50 
Scenic Corridor, which begins at the new Placerville Drive overcrossing at Canal Street. The 
implication that the City, via its land use decisions, is not protecting the attributes of the Scenic 
Corridor as well as it could. In regard to this matter, Staff offers the following discussion. 
 
All discretionary land use decisions Citywide require consistency with General Plan Goals and 
Policies. These goals and policies vary greatly between the various Elements of the General 
Plan, however the Community Design Element of the General Plan addresses in part the City’s 
aesthetic attributes, including protection and enhancement of the Highway 50 Scenic Corridor. 
Each discretionary project is reviewed for General Plan consistency in regard to the 
community’s visual attributes. The following goals and policies regarding this matter are 
applicable. 
 

• Goal A:  To preserve and enhance the overall visual attributes of Placerville. 
 

o Policy 6. The City shall maintain and/or enhance the visual character of scenic 
street and highway corridors. 

 
• Goal B: To protect and upgrade the visual and historical character of downtown. 

o Policy 4. The City shall encourage downtown property owners and merchants to 
develop a comprehensive program which will set forth common objectives for 
the enhancement and revitalization of the downtown area, and develop 
appropriate implementation measures. 

 
o Policy 6. The City shall encourage the visual improvement of buildings as seen 

from Highway 50. 
 

• Goal E: To upgrade the visual quality of the Highway 50 corridor and to better integrate 
the highway into the Placerville’s overall community design framework. 

 
o Policy 3. The City shall endeavor to maintain natural land features and 

vegetation along Highway 50 by promoting high quality construction within the 
adjacent Highway 50 corridor. 
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o Policy 4. The City shall promote the enhancement and visual distinctiveness of 

Highway 50 entrances to Placerville on the west and east. 
 
The above goals and policies are just some of many which apply to discretionary projects within 
the Corridor, and represent the guidance tool for decisionmakers to consider when reviewing 
projects within the Corridor. 
 
Within the past 15 years, projects have been undertaken and implemented, addressing the issue 
of protection and enhancement of the Highway 50 Scenic Corridor, recognizing the Corridor’s 
importance to the community, particularly in regard to maintaining and enhancing the local 
economy. Here are a few of those efforts. 
 

• The Billboard. For decades, there existed a two-sided, 480-square-foot billboard located 
on the south side of highway 50 between Canal Street and Spring Street, commonly 
referred to as the “The Party’s at Harveys billboard.” The billboard was not only 
unsightly, it was inappropriately scaled to the community. In the mid-1990s, I initiated 
negotiations with the sign owner (3M National, now CBS) to find an alternative location 
for the sign within the City, yet outside the entrance to the Historic Downtown and the 
Scenic Corridor. After two years of negotiations, an amendment to City Code, and the 
processing of a Conditional Use Permit and Variance, a more suitable location for the 
billboard was found at the west end of the community, and the downtown billboard was 
removed in accordance with an agreement by the owner and the City upon issuance of a 
permit for its new location. 

 
• Downtown Revitalization Action Plan. After much community involvement, the City 

Council adopted the Downtown Revitalization Action Plan in 1996. The Revitalization 
Action Plan not only included a Main Street enhancement component, but it also 
included a catalyst project that called for significant aesthetic improvements along the 
south side of Highway 50, within the former railroad right-of-way. It was this 
component that the consultants believed would draw more Highway 50 travelers into 
the community by enhancing downtown’s “backdoor.” This effort led to success in 
receiving additional grant funding for the Highway 50 Improvement Project for the 
corridor enhancements that you now see along Highway 50.  

 
• Lower Main Rezone. Prior to the completion of the Placerville Drive/Lower Main Street 

connection, Staff initiated a rezoning of the area from Commercial (C) and Highway 
Commercial (HWC) to Central Business District (CBD). This was done because Lower 
Main would become more important in terms of an entrance to downtown, and the 
Central Business District zoning provided the tools to provide greater scrutiny of land 
use projects for that area under the CBD designation. For example, formula businesses 
and corporate architecture would be strongly discouraged, which in turn would provide 
a better architectural presentation to not only Lower Main but to Highway 50 as well.  

 
• Sign Code Revisions. In 2003, the City Council adopted a revised sign code with the 

intent of enhancing the community’s appearance over time. Germane to this issue in 
particular was the requirement for pole signs, which once were permitted outright but 
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now require discretionary approval by the Planning Commission. Not only does the 
updated sign code “raise the bar” for the placement of signs not only along Highway 50 
but communitywide, but the code revisions have provided more enforcement 
mechanisms for the removal of abandoned pole signs, and as a result a handful of such 
signs have been removed not only along Lower Main Street but along the scenic corridor 
Citywide. 
 

• CalTrans, Cal PUC and CalFire Rules. In addition to local policies and protection 
measures regarding the scenic corridor, other agencies also regulate activities adjacent 
thereto. For example, CalTrans controls the use of offsite advertising, the California 
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) requires the undergrounding of overhead utilities for 
most construction projects visible from the corridor, and CalFire regulates logging and 
the fire-safety of activities within the corridor. 

 
In conclusion, it is, in Staff’s opinion, unfair to allege that the City and community have and do 
not give the respect due to the Highway 50 Scenic Corridor. Hopefully the above examples and 
General Plan overview shed additional light on this matter and reinforce the importance that 
the Scenic Corridor plays in the community. 
 
Cost: None. 
 
Budget Impact: None. 
 
Recommendation: To receive and file this Memorandum as part of the public record. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  
Steve Calfee, Community Development Director, Retired 
 
 
 
_________________________________    
M. Cleve Morris, City Manager   
 
 


