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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

September 27, 2016 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

Item#:  12.3 

 

Subject:  Adopt Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy 

         

 
Discussion: The intent of the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy (EPPP) is to encourage 

and increase the use of environmentally preferable products and services in the City, whenever 

practical.  In practice, this means buying and using products and services that reduce negative 

environmental impacts because of the way they are made, used, transported, packaged, and disposed 

of, including their potential for reuse or ability to be recycled.  Special emphasis shall be placed on 

the purchase of products manufactured with post-consumer recycled materials. 

The EPPP confirms the City’s commitment to implement progressive and efficient waste reduction 

and recycling programs to ensure compliance with Assembly Bill 939, which requires all California 

jurisdictions to reduce by 50 percent municipal solid waste going to landfills.  With the passage of 

Assembly Bill 341, California has a statewide goal of diverting 75% of solid waste by the year 2020. 

The City’s goal is to help generate less waste material by reviewing how supplies, materials, and 

equipment are purchased, manufactured, packaged, delivered, and disposed. 

The EPPP will assist the City in complying with California Department of Resources Recycling and 

Recovery (CalRecycle) regulations.  Adoption of an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy is 

a State mandate. 

The Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy does not supersede City of Placerville City Code, 

Title 1, Chapter 6 Purchasing System. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring the 

purchase of products that do not perform adequately and/or are not reasonably available at a 

competitive cost.  Approval of the EPPP will encourage and support, but not require the use of, 

environmentally preferable products and services. 

Additionally, the EPPP assists the City in making decisions in the purchasing of equipment, supplies, 

and services that reduce energy and water demands; and that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

minimizes use of toxic chemicals.  

Options:   

1. Adopt the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy as recommended by staff. 

2. Direct staff to make modifications to the draft Policy and bring back to Council. 

3. Do not adopt the Policy and risk not being eligible for various State grants (such as the 

rubberized asphalt grant program). 
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Cost: Some additional staff cost would be incurred conducting research of environmentally 

preferred products and services.  The additional time is not anticipated to be substantial. 

Budget Impact:  The adoption and implementation of the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 

Policy is not expected to significantly affect current budgets.  Staff will continue to consider the 

purchase price, performance, and availability in the purchase of all products and services. 

Recommendation:  Adopt Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy 

 

  

 

              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager   Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

Attachments : 

1. Resolution 

2. Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy (Exhibit A to Resolution) 

 

 


