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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

September 27, 2016 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

Item#:  10.2 

 

Subject: Introduce and waive the first Reading of an Ordinance amending Title 10 Placerville 

Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 4 General Regulations adding Section 10-4-18 Keeping of 

Chickens to the City Code (File # ZC 2015-07). 

 

         

 

Background:  The keeping of chickens is currently not permitted within the City limits on residentially 

zoned parcels with the exception of the Estate Residential Zone (RE) District which allows for 

agricultural uses such as raising and grazing of livestock, poultry, or other animals; and the Single-Family 

Residential Acre Residential Zone (R-1A) District which allows for raising of crops and fruits and 

keeping of animals including up to two hoofed animals (horses, cows, etc.).  Staff is aware that a number 

of residential properties within the City currently harbor chickens, both hens and rosters in violation of 

the zoning ordinance. 

The first draft “Keeping of Chickens” Ordinance was considered by the Planning Commission on 

September 1, 2015.  Staff has considered those comments received from the public and comments from 

individual commissioners.  A second draft Ordinance was prepared and considered by the Planning 

Commission on July 19, 2016.  The Commission recommended draft Ordinance, provided in Exhibit A, 

shows subsequent modifications recommended by staff reflecting comments made by the Chief of El 

Dorado County Animal Services.  The modifications to the text are shown with underline and strikeout. 

Discussion: It is the opinion of staff that allowing for the keeping of hen chickens on 

residentially zoned properties will give residents the opportunity to provide a local sustainable 

food source for themselves, and allow for the children of families to engage in 4-H and animal 

husbandry projects. The keeping of chickens has become more commonplace as many cities in 

California, have amended their ordinance codes to allow for the keeping of chicken hens. 

In review of the complaints made by residents, the issue has primarily focused on excessive 

noise from crowing of roosters. Other concerns expressed at the previous public hearings before 

the Planning Commission have included:  1. Clarification of setbacks; 2. Chicken coop 

construction standards; 3. Consideration of the number of chickens that may be kept; and 4. 

Visibility from a Public Street.  The recommended draft Ordinance has been modified in 

response to comments made to date. 

 

Attached (Exhibit B) is a copy of “Keeping Chickens in the City of San Diego” fact sheet.  Staff 

proposes to create a similar fact sheet for the benefit of City residents interested in having 

chickens. 
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Staff is recommending that the City Council approve the Ordinance as recommended by the 

Planning Commission with the modifications made by staff. 

Public Comment:  No comments have been received on the draft Ordinance as recommend by 

the Planning Commission as of the completion of this staff report. 

Environmental Review - CEQA: These draft ordinance amendments are categorically 

exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) under the 

general rule that CEQA only applies to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 

effect on the environment. A project that would otherwise fall within a categorical exemption is 

not exempt if “there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on 

the environment due to unusual circumstances” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(c)).  No 

evidence has been presented of unusual circumstances that would create a reasonable possibility 

that the ordinance would have a significant effect on the environment. 

Options: 

1. Approve the Ordinance as recommended. 

2. Direct staff to revise the Ordinance and bring back to the Council for further consideration. 

3. Do not approve the Ordinance allowing for the keeping of chickens on residentially zoned 

parcels. 

Cost: Cost is anticipated to negligible.  Some cost is anticipated to be incurred responding to 

complaints, however, staff feels that having an Ordinance would improve staff’s ability to work 

with property owners who desire to have chickens in a well maintained manner. 

 

Budget Impact:  None. 

Recommendation:  Introduce and waive the first Reading of an Ordinance amending Title 10 

Placerville Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 4 General Regulations adding Section 10-4-18 Keeping of 

Chickens to the City Code (File # ZC 2015-07). 

 

 

 

 

               

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager  Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

Attachment: 

 

 1. Draft Ordinance 

2. “Keeping Chickens in the City of San Diego” 
 


