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“Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future” 

 

City Manager’s Report 

August 23, 2016 City Council Meeting 

Prepared by:  Scott Heller, Chief of Police 

Item #:  10.1 

 

Subject:  Introduce an Ordinance adding Chapter 23 to Title I of the Placerville City Code 

relating to Emergency Organization and Functions and Waive the First Reading. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Discussion: The City of Placerville has a need to establish City Code specific to Emergency 

Organization and Functions. Staff is in the process of updating the City’s Emergency Operations 

Plan and simultaneously updating relevant City Codes to ensure best practices with current 

governmental standards and compliance with state and federal disaster protocols. 

 

At present, the Placerville City Code does not provide clear and current emergency operations 

protocols to invoke in a state of emergency. The proposed ordinance closely mirrors the 

Emergency Organization and Functions Code of South Lake Tahoe (SLT City Code 1.15.010-

1.15.050). The proposed ordinance will provide the  City Manager, Chief of Police, Fire Chief, 

and other public safety officials with the necessary legal authority to act in cases of an emergency 

and respond in accordance with Standardized  Emergency Management System (SEMS) and 

National Incident Management System (NIMS) standards to ensure the most orderly and safe 

response, ensure a seamless operation with the County and State Offices of Emergency Services, 

and maximize the chances of reimbursement funding sources following major responses. 

 

The purpose of adding Chapter 23 to Title I of the Placerville City Code is to provide legal 

authority to act and invoke orderly protocols within the City’s Emergency Operation Plan (EOP) 

during the event of an emergency within the City. The EOP outlines and uses the Incident 

Command System (ICS) developed by the Firefighting Resources of California Organized for 

Potential Emergencies (FIRESCOPE). ICS identifies how the City fits into local, regional, state, 

and federal emergency management response structures. The framework conforms to the 

requirements of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as mandated by the Federal 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The purpose of ICS is to assign employees with 

reasonable expertise and training to a function critical to emergency management during the 

course of emergencies without the loss of precious time. 

 

The proposed Emergency Organization and Functions Ordinance is attached for review. 

 

Cost:  None. 

 

Budget Impact:  There is no budget impact associated with this item. 
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Recommendation:  Introduce an Ordinance adding Chapter 23 to Title I of the Placerville City 

Code relating to Emergency Organization and Functions and Waive the First Reading. 

 

 

 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager           Scott Heller, Chief of Police 

 

 

 

Attachment: 

Ordinance 
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CITY OF PLACERVILLE 

ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 23 OF TITLE I OF THE 

PLACERVILLE CITY CODE RELATING TO EMERGENCY 

ORGANIZATIONS AND FUNCTIONS 

 
The City Council of the City of Placerville does ordain as follows: 

 
Section 1:  AMENDMENT OF CODE.  Chapter 23 of Title I is hereby added to the City Code to 

read as follows: 

CHAPTER 23 

 

EMERGENCY ORGANIZATIONS AND FUNCTIONS 

 

SECTION: 

 

1-23-1:  Purpose 

1-23-2:  Definitions 

1-23-3:  Director of Emergency Services 

1-23-4:  Expenditures 

1-23-5:  Violations 

 
1-23-1:  PURPOSE: 

 
The declared purpose of this chapter is to provide for the preparation and carrying out of plans 

for the protection of persons and property within this city in the event of an emergency. 
 

1-23-2:  DEFINITIONS: 

 
As used in this chapter, “emergency” shall mean the actual or threatened existence of conditions 

of disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within this city caused by 

such conditions as air pollution, fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot, avalanche, or earthquake, or 

other conditions, including conditions resulting from war or imminent threat of war, but other 

than conditions resulting from a labor controversy, which conditions are or are likely to be 

beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment and facilities of the city, requiring the 

combined forces of other political subdivisions to combat. 

 
1-23-3:  DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES: 

 
A. There is hereby created the office of director of emergency services. The city manager or his 

or her designee shall serve as director of emergency services. 

B. The director of emergency services shall approve, by separate policy of the City of 

Placerville, emergency preparedness plans and other policies and procedures relating to 

emergency response including establishment and facilitation of the emergency operations center. 
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C. The director is empowered to: 

1. Request the city council to proclaim the existence or threatened existence of an “emergency” 

if the city council is in session, or to issue such proclamation if the city council is not in session. 

Whenever a local emergency is proclaimed by the director, the city council shall take action to 

ratify the proclamation within seven days thereafter or the proclamation shall have no further 

force or effect; 

2. Request the Governor to proclaim a “state of emergency” when, in the opinion of the director, 

the locally available resources are inadequate to cope with the emergency; 

3. Control and direct the effort of the emergency organization of this city for the accomplishment 

of the purposes of this chapter; 

4. Direct cooperation between and coordination of services and staff of the emergency 

organization of this city, and resolve questions of authority and responsibility that may arise 

between them; 

5. Activate the emergency operations center to facilitate the emergency efforts of the city; 

6. Represent this city in all dealings with the public or private agencies on matters pertaining to 

emergencies as defined in this chapter; 

7. In the event of the proclamation of a “local emergency” as provided in this section, the 

proclamation of a “state of emergency” by the Governor or the Director of the State Office of 

Emergency Services, or the existence of a “state of war emergency,” the director is empowered: 

a. To make and issue rules and regulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of life 

and property as affected by such emergency; provided, however, such rules and regulations must 

be confirmed at the earliest practical time by the city council; 

b. To obtain vital supplies, equipment, and such other properties found lacking and needed for 

the protection of life and property and to bind the city for the fair value thereof and, if required 

immediately, to commandeer the same for public use; 

c. To require emergency services of any city officer or employee and, in the event of the 

proclamation of a “state of emergency” in the county in which this city is located or the existence 

of a “state of war emergency,” to command the aid of as many citizens of this community as he 

deems necessary in the execution of his duties; such persons shall be entitled to all privileges, 

benefits and immunities as are provided by state law for registered disaster service workers; 

d. To requisition necessary personnel or material of any city department or agency; and 

e. To execute all of his or her ordinary power as city manager, all of the special powers conferred 

upon him by this chapter or by resolution of emergency plan pursuant hereto adopted by the city 

council, all powers conferred upon him by any statute, by any agreement approved by the city 

council, and by any other lawful authority. 
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1-23-4:  EXPENDITURES: 

 
Any expenditures made in connection with emergency activities, including mutual-aid activities, 

shall be deemed conclusively to be for the direct protection and benefit of the inhabitants and 

property of the city. 
 

1-23-5:  VIOLATIONS: 

 
It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person, during an emergency, to willfully obstruct, 

hinder or delay any member of the emergency organization in the enforcement of any lawful rule 

or regulation issued pursuant to this chapter, or in the performance of any duty imposed upon 

him by virtue of this chapter. 
 
 

SECTION 2.  EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after 

its final passage and adoption. 
 

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Council of the City of 

Placerville held on August 23, 2016, by Councilmember __________________, and the 

reading of said Ordinance was waived.  The Ordinance was read for the second time on 

_________________ and Councilmember __________________ moved its adoption.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember ____________________.  A poll was taken, which 

stood as follows: 

 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN:  

 
                                                                                _____________________________________  

                                                                                Mayor Trisha Wilkins 

 ATTEST: 

 
 

____________________________________ 

REGINA O’CONNELL, Interim City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 

___________________________________  

JOHN DRISCOLL, City Attorney 

 


