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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

April 26, 2016 City Council Meeting  

Prepared By: M. Cleve Morris 

Item#:  12.2 

 

Subject:  Review and Approve New Trash/Recycling Containers for Main Street. 

         

Discussion: Last year, the City began the process of improving Main Street. Those 

improvements were started as a result of the Main Street Streetscape Design Plan which was 

adopted in 2006.  The plan identifies improvements to Historic Downtown Placerville.  These 

improvements include site furniture and other items.  This report states: 

 

“… as other streetscape elements have been selected with a strong eye toward 

using Victorian ornament as the unifying thread for the various periods of 

architecture represented along Main Street, the trash containers have become 

increasingly out of character.  This is particularly apparent when a trash container 

is placed next to one of the new street lights.  To correct this situation, as the trash 

containers reach the end of their life cycle or as opportunities present themselves 

to relocate the existing containers to more appropriate locations (e.g., the city’s 

parks), the trash containers should be replaced with ones that create a seamless 

visual unity with the street lights and benches.” 

 

One of the items identified in the report is to replace the existing trash containers with ones that 

represent the “Victorian ornament”.  As part of the Main Street process last year, we did a survey 

to ask what style of furniture should be considered.  Part of that survey showed options for trash 

receptacles.   Attached is the survey page showing the options presented to the Public and as you 

can see the preferred receptacle as voted by the public.  These were not included with the bid.  

Staff has been doing additional research, and has identified funding to replace the existing 

containers.  The second attachment shows an additional receptacle that Staff is recommending 

for consideration.  The advantage to this receptacle is that the top will not be removed.  These 

containers have doors on the side that open up to allow for emptying the containers.  The 

constant removal of the tops is partially the cause of these breaking.  It is our hope that by 

eliminating this requirement to move the top on a daily basis, we can keep the lids from 

breaking. 

 

As you can see, the new containers will be for both trash and recycling.  We have shown these 

containers to El Dorado Disposal and they are in agreement that this will best meet their needs.  

By adding recycling, this basically doubles the disposal capacity on Main Street.  It is our hope 

that by doing this we may be able to eliminate some of the current receptacles to keep the 

sidewalks more open.   

 

At this time we have secured the following funding: 

State Recycling Grants:    $15,000 

County Recycling Grant (also from the State): $7,500 

El Dorado Disposal:     TBD (Based on need) 
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El Dorado Disposal has agreed to assist us in order to complete the project.  It is estimated that 

the total cost of the project is approximately $52,000.  Attached are three quotes for the 

containers we have obtained.  As you can see, they are very similar except one does not include 

tax.  If you add tax to this one, they are all approximately $51,000 - $54,000. 

 

Staff is seeking approval of the proposed container, or if there is a process that Council would 

like us to follow to select these, give us that direction.  Our goal was to have these installed prior 

to the Gold Panning Championships, however with the 4 – 6 week lead time, we may not make 

it, depending on when we can get them ordered.   

 

Options:   

1. Approve selected Trash Receptacle as recommended by Staff. 

2. Approve the style selected by the survey. 

3. Direct Staff to proceed with a different process to select the containers. 

4. Do not make the purchase at this time. 

Cost:  Based on the selection of the final containers, Staff will bring back a recommendation for 

the final purchase. 

Budget Impact:  None.  All funding will be provided through grants and donations. 

Recommendation:  Review and Approve New Trash/Recycling Containers for Main Street. 

 

 

 

        
M. Cleve Morris, City Manager    

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Proposed Containers 

2. Survey Recommended Containers 

3. Quotes for Proposed Containers 
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