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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 
City Manager’s Report 

August 9, 2016 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

Item#:  12.3 

 

Subject:  Continue off-calendar - Adopt a resolution proclaiming the existence of a Local State of 

Emergency due to drought conditions and bark beetle infestation resulting in pervasive tree mortality. 

         

 

Background:  This item was first considered at the regular Council meeting on June 28, 2016 and was 

continued for two weeks to July 12, 2016, then continued for four weeks to August 9, 2016. 

Discussion:  The State of California has experienced severe drought conditions for four years which has 

made trees weakened and susceptible to an epidemic infestation of native bark beetle.  The presence of 

dead trees can significantly exacerbate the wildfire risk and presents a safety risk from falling trees that 

can damage both public infrastructure and private property. 

Government Code Section 8630(a) provides that a local emergency may be proclaimed by the governing 

body of a county or city.  Government Code Section 8558(c) defines a “local emergency” as the duly 

proclaimed existence of conditions of disaster or extreme peril to the safety of persons and property 

within the territorial limits of a county or city caused by conditions that include drought and plant 

infestation or disease which are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and 

facilities of the local agency and which requires the combined forces of other political subdivisions to 

combat.  The costs associated with the identification, removal, storage, and disposal of dead and dying 

trees constituting a threat of falling on public rights-of-way and public infrastructure may be eligible for 

California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA) reimbursement. 

Staff is continuing to identify the presence of dead and dying trees which pose a threat to public utilities, 

roads and infrastructure.  The current inventory of dead and dying trees posing a threat to public 

infrastructure is not of a magnitude to overwhelm City capabilities at this point in time.  Staff is 

recommending that this item be continued off-calendar. Staff will bring this item back to the Council 

should the magnitude of dead trees increase to a level of concern. 

Staff is also proactively identifying dead and dying trees located on private property and requiring the 

removal of these trees in accordance with City Code Chapter 9 which requires the property owner to 

remove dead trees at their expense. Staff is continuing to monitor programs to assist property owners with 

the cost of tree removal. 

Options: 

1. Continue off-calendar as recommended by staff. 

2. Direct staff to return to the Council at a time certain with a status report. 
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Recommendation:  Continue off-calendar - Adopt a Resolution proclaiming the existence of a Local 

State of Emergency due to drought conditions and bark beetle infestation resulting in pervasive tree 

mortality. 

 

 

              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager    Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

 

Attachment A:  Staff Report dated June 28, 2016 


