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“Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future”

CITY OF PLACERVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION
PC MEMO 18-05

DATE: June 19, 2018
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Andrew Painter, Executive Secretary

Placerville Planning Commission

SUBJECT:  Discussion of Amendment to Article 7(d) of the Planning Commission Bylaws

On April 17, 2018, the Commission by general consent requested that staff discuss with legal
counsel the change suggested by Chair Frenn to Article 7(d) of the Planning Commission
Bylaws, as shown as underlined text below:

(d) To be passed, all motions and resolutions must receive the affirmative votes of no
less than the majority of the voting members constituting a quorum. The abstention of
voting by any member, or the subsequent absence of a member after the establishment
of a quorum, shall not break the quorum.

City Attorney Driscoll's April 27, 2018 response is provided as Exhibit A. To summarize, a
guorum during a meeting must be maintained in order for business to be conducted. During a
meeting if attendance is reduced to less than a quorum then the meeting cannot continue.
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Pierre Rivas <privas@cityofplacerville.org>

Amendment to Planning Commission By Laws
1 message

John Driscoll <jdriscoll@cityofplacerville.org> Fri, Apr 27,2018 at 4:.01 PM
To: Pierre Rivas <privas@cityofplacerville.org>
Cc: Cleve Morris <cmorris@cityofplacerville.org>

Pierre,

| have researched the question you posed to me of amending the Planning Commission By-laws to allow
for a meeting to continue and take action when the meeting has a quorum of members at the
commencement of the meeting but in the course of the meeting, attendance of the members is reduced to

less than a quorum.

For the purposes of this discussion, | am considering a quorum as being a majority of the members of the
legislative body ( three out of five). It is my opinion that in the event that attendance at a meeting of the
legislative body is, during the course of the meeting, reduced to less than a quorum (majority), the meeting
can not continue and the remaining members can not take action on the remaining agenda items. The
meeting may be adjourned to a specific date and time when a quorum can present or the continued to next
regularly scheduled meeting.

Roberts Rules of Order and the California Government Code generally require a majority of the legislative
body to be present in order to transact business. Government Code section 54952.6 defines "action taken"
as a collective decision made by a majority of a legislative body. Government Code section 36810 provides
that the majority of the council constitutes a quorum for transaction of business and less than a majority
may adjourn from time to time to compel attendance of absent members.

As further evidence of the need for a majority to conduct business, there are specific code sections
allowing a recused councilmember or councilmember with a conflict to vote in very limited situations when
their presence is needed to constitute a quorum.

Let me know should you have further questions.

John

John Driscoll

City Attorney

City of Placerville
jdriscoll@cityofplacerville.org
530-642-5200
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