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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

City Manager’s Report 

April 24, 2018 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By:  A. Cory Schiestel, Associate Civil Engineer 

Item#:  8.5 

 

Subject:  Adopt a Resolution: 

 

1. Authorizing Staff to advertise plans, specifications, and contract documents for public bidding for 

the construction of the Sierra Tank Bypass Project (CIP #41404); and 

2. Approving the reimbursement agreement with El Dorado Irrigation District (EID) in the amount of 

$10,400 for the relocation of an existing EID bulk water meter as part of the said project; and 

3. Authorizing City Manager to execute the same. 

         

 

Purpose:  The Sierra Tank Bypass Project bid documents have been finalized and are ready to be 

advertised for public bidding of the construction contract.  

 

Background:  The City’s Fiscal Year 2013/2014 Capital Improvement Program Budget (CIP) included 

five water system projects funded by the Measure H sales tax. The project currently identified with the 

highest priority is the Sierra Tank Bypass Project (CIP #41404), located across from the Placerville 

Airport entrance at the top of Country Club Drive.  The project proposes removal of the existing 

pneumatic storage tank and pump house from the system by constructing an alternate system, with 

pressure regulation, to serve the nearby neighborhood.  Currently, the system is supported by an existing 

booster pump and storage tank that requires extensive on-going maintenance.  These items have reached 

the end of their service life. The original adopted budget for this project was $57,500.   

 

On October 28, 2014, the City Council approved a consulting services contract agreement to complete the 

design work for all five projects and to efficiently prepare combined bid packages that could be advertised 

in the 2015 construction season. As design progressed on all five projects, the Sierra Tank Bypass and 

Schnell School Pressure Reducing Station (PRS) Replacement (CIP #41408) projects were identified as 

having the highest immediate priority and as such, these two projects were combined into one bid 

package for construction expediency.   

 

On January 12, 2016, the City Council approved advertisement of both projects for construction. 

Subsequent to that meeting, the , the Engineer’s Estimate for the Sierra Tank project was revised and was 

found to exceed the threshold amount for informal bidding (Public Contract Code Section 22032), while 

the Schnell School PRS project does not.  This necessitates formal bidding procedures for the Sierra Tank 

project. Since the Schnell School PRS and the Sierra Tank Bypass were previously approved for informal 

bid solicitation as one construction contract, with the change in estimate amount, it became necessary to 

separate the contracts and allow the Sierra Tank Project to proceed with the formal public bidding 

process.   

 

Discussion:  The Sierra Tank Bypass bid documents are complete and ready to be advertised for public 

bidding. Project design engineering, and construction, including removal of the existing tank, was 

previously estimated in the Fiscal Year 2013/2014 Capital Improvement Program Budget at $57,500. 

However, due to Public Works requested design revisions and increased costs in the competitive bidding 

market, the Engineer’s Construction Estimate was revised to $337,000 (not including contingency).   The 

estimate for construction also includes a proposed EID bulk meter relocation as part of the project, which 

is discussed further below.   
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As a result of the proposed project, an existing EID bulk water meter will require relocation. At the 

request of EID, staff has agreed to include the meter relocation as a bid item with the Sierra Tank Bypass 

Project.  The project will install a new bulk meter, meeting EID current standards, as a bid item with the 

Sierra Tank Bypass Project.   EID has agreed to supply materials including the new meter, vault, and 

appurtenances required for the relocation.  Through the proposed agreement, EID has agreed to reimburse 

the City for construction labor, support, and management associated with relocation work. The agreement 

also identifies each party’s role and responsibility, including all costs associated with the bulk meter 

relocation, as 100% EID project liability (Attachment 2).   

 

Project construction would tentatively begin late summer 2018 with completion expected to occur in 

November of 2018.   

 

Options:  

1. Authorize advertisement for the construction of the Sierra Tank Bypass Project for public bidding 

and enter into a reimbursement agreement with EID for bulk meter relocation, as recommended 

by staff. 

2.  Direct staff to revise the project scope and/or provide additional information prior to releasing 

the project for bid. 

3.  Do not do the project at this time. 

Cost: The costs associated with tonight’s action includes some staff time and a nominal amount of 

advertising of the project plans, specifications, and contract documents for Public bidding. 

 

Budget Impact:   

  There are no budget impacts associated with tonight’s action.  Upon receipt of the bids, staff will return 

to the Council with recommended budget appropriations to fund the construction phase. 

 

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution:  

1. Authorizing Staff to advertise plans, specifications, and contract documents for public bidding for 

the construction of the Sierra Tank Bypass Project (CIP #41404); and 

2. Approving the reimbursement agreement with El Dorado Irrigation District (EID) in the amount of 

$10,400 for the relocation of an existing EID bulk water meter as part of the said project; and 

3. Authorizing City Manager to execute the same. 

 

 

 

             

Rebecca Neves, City Engineer                       Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

      

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution 

2. Design and Construction Responsibility and Reimbursement Agreement – City of Placerville & 

EID  

 


