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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

March 27, 2018 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

Item#:  12.1 

 
Subject:  Receive and file the West Slope Stormwater Resource Plan and presentation 
         

 

Purpose:   

Water Code Section 10563 (as amended by Senate Bill 985) requires public agencies to develop a 

Storm Water Resource Plan (SWRP) or functionally equivalent (FE)-SWRP as a condition of 

receiving grant funds from a bond (approved after January 2014) for storm water and dry weather 

runoff capture projects. The West Slope Stormwater Resource Plan was prepared by Stantec 

Consulting Services, Sacramento, under contract with the El Dorado County Water Agency in 

collaboration with the County of El Dorado and the City of Placerville (SWRP “partner” agencies) to 

satisfy this requirement. 

Background:  

California Proposition 1 (Assembly Bill 1471, Rendon), also known as the “Water Bond” was a 

legislatively-referred bond act approved by the voters on November 4, 2014. This measure replaced a 

previous measure known as Proposition 43.  The measure enacted the Water Quality, Supply, and 

Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 authorizing $7.545 billion in general obligation bonds for 

state water supply infrastructure projects, such as public water system improvements, surface and 

groundwater storage, drinking water protection, water recycling and advanced water treatment 

technology, water supply management and conveyance, wastewater treatment, drought relief, 

emergency water supplies, and ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration. 

The State Water Board administers Prop 1 funds for five programs. Of the $7.545 billion, Prop 1 

(Section 79747) provides $200 million in grant funds for multi-benefit storm water management 

projects.  Water Code Section 79747 identifies funds available for multi-benefit storm water 

management projects including: green infrastructure, rainwater and storm water capture projects and 

storm water treatment facilities.  

Senate Bill 985 amended the Water Code to encourage the use of storm water and dry weather runoff 

as a resource to improve water quality, reduce localized flooding, and increase water supplies for 

beneficial uses and the environment.  Water Code Section 10563, as amended by Senate Bill 985, 

requires public agencies to develop a Storm Water Resource Plan (SWRP) or functionally equivalent 

(FE)-SWRP as a condition of receiving grant funds.  Water Code Section 10565 required the State 

Water Board to establish Guidelines for entities developing a SWRP or FE-SWRP which were 

adopted by the State Water Board on December 15, 2015. 

Although it is the responsibility of the Water Agency, County, and the City to self-certify 

completeness of the completed SWRP, the State Water Board will subsequently verify that the Water 

Code and SWRP Guidelines requirements were properly addressed through a concurrence review 

process. A SWRP self-certification checklist must be signed by the agency representative and 

reviewed by the State Water Board in order to confirm eligibility to receive SWGP grant funds. 
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The El Dorado County Water Agency Board received the SWRP and presentation on March 14, 

2018.  The El Dorado County Board of Supervisors will receive the SWRP and presentation at their 

meeting on April 18, 2018. 

The SWRP will also be submitted to the Cosumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba (CABY) Integrated 

Regional Water Management Plan Coordinating Committee.  The projects indentified in the SWRP 

are proposed to be incorporated into the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP). 

Discussion: 

The El Dorado County Water Agency took the lead in the development of the West Slope SWRP 

with collaboration from the County of El Dorado and the City of Placerville which covers the west 

slope geographic area west of the Great Basin Pacific Ocean Watershed Divide within El Dorado 

County (excludes the Tahoe Basin).  The SWRP focuses on current statewide policy to integrate 

water management and regulations for a watershed-based, multi-benefit approach to incorporate 

stormwater management as a resource, as opposed to a hazard, into the overall water resources 

management effort. The SWRP serves as an “umbrella” to comprehensively address stormwater 

management of the county’s west slope and does not replace existing or more locally adopted plans, 

such as the 2005 Placerville Stormwater Management Plan. Plan development also included 

collaboration with agencies having federal land management responsibilities within the county 

including the Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and the U.S. Forest Service.  

The Plan underwent a 30-day public review comment period from January 26, 2018 through 

February 26, 2018. 

The SWRP covers three components:  1. Surface Water Storage; 2. Watershed Management; and 3. 

Stormwater Management.  The Plan also identifies projects which were individually evaluated up 

against an established set of criteria for prioritization.  The Plan has currently identified 90 multi-

benefit projects; 2 surface water projects; 35 watershed management projects; and 53 stormwater 

management projects. Of these, 15 projects were identified as a higher priority for implementation 

efforts.  Of these, 2 are located within the City that includes the Cedar Ravine Road Drainage 

Improvements and the Stormwater Detention Basin-Hangtown Creek Flood Damage Reduction 

Project (located between Morrene Drive and Hawks Landing Court (Hangtown Creek 

Comprehensive Watershed Plan - Project I).  The Water Agency and SWRP partners are working 

with CABY to have the 90 identified projects incorporated into the CABY Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan. 

The SWRP program will include development of a financing strategy to leverage available state 

and federal funding sources for Plan implementation, including SWRP partners becoming 

eligible to seek funding under Prop. 1 bonds for multi-benefit stormwater projects. 

The West Slope SWRP is a “living document” being subject to updates every 5 years or as necessary 

by the SWRP partners.  Regular monitoring and data updating of the identified projects will be on-

going.  

Cost: No cost, except for staff time coordinating with the Water Agency in the development of the 

SWRP and providing project specific information and updating of project data and scope. 
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Budget Impact:  None 

Recommendation:  Receive and file the West Slope Stormwater Resource Plan and presentation. 

 

 

 
              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager   Pierre Rivas, Development Services Director 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. West Slope SWRP Plan Presentation to the City Council 

2. Overview of West Slope SWRP “pamphlet” dated March 2018 

3. West Slope Stormwater Resource Plan dated March 2018 

 

 


