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Subject: Presentation:  “Reducing Wildlife–Vehicle Collisions” by Kathie Jermstad, 

Biologist/Geneticist 

         

 

Discussion:   Our streets and highways allow the movement of people and products to travel to every 

corner of the country.  These roadways cross through the habitat areas of native wildlife species. 

When the traveling animal and the traveling vehicles’ paths intersect, collisions can occur, and in 

greater numbers than most people realize. Based on the results of a 2008 study*, there are an 

estimated one to two million collisions between cars and large animals every year in the United 

States. This presents a real danger to human safety as well as wildlife survival. State and local 

transportation agencies are looking for ways to meet the needs of the traveling public, maintain 

human safety, conserve wildlife, and reduce wildlife-vehicular collisions (WVCs). 

WVCs can have a broad range of consequences for both motorists and animals. Though human 

injuries and fatalities resulting from WVCs are relatively rare, they do occur and are a serious 

consequence. More common results are vehicle damage, secondary motor vehicle crashes, emotional 

trauma, and less direct impacts such as travel delays. WVCs can also require the assistance of law 

enforcement personnel, emergency services, and road maintenance crews for potential repairs and 

carcass removal. For animals, WVCs present an immediate danger to their individual survival, and 

certain threatened and endangered species are faced with a further reduction in their population 

survival probability. 

There are no simple solutions to reducing WVCs. Many techniques are being implemented, a number 

of which have been found to be effective in reducing WVCs.  The use of integrated planning efforts, 

wildlife fencing and wildlife crossing structures, animal detection systems and public information 
and education have shown promise in reducing incidence of WVCs. 

*Reference:  “Wildlife-Vehicle Collision Reduction Study: Report To Congress,” Publication 
Number: FHWA-HRT-08-034, Dated August 2008 
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Attachment:  “Reducing Wildlife-Vehicle Collisions” PowerPoint Presentation 


