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Special Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:01 
p.m., August 8, 2013, with the following members present: Sam Bergeron, Dick Coose, 
Kj Harris, DeAnn Karlson, Matthew Olsen, Robert Sivertsen and Marty West.  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 

Staff present were Manager Amylon, Public Word Director Allen, Port and Harbors 
Director Corporon, Police Chief Bengaard and City Clerk Suiter. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Laid on the table was information relating to Gravina Access that was requested by 
Councilmember Bergeron as well as information relating to the two executive sessions. 
 

PERSONS TO BE HEARD – None  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Budget Transfer – Award of Contract No. 13-01, 2013 
Pavement Overlays-Surface Repair Project – Secon - 
$507,535 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council award Contract No. 13-01, 
2013 Pavement Overlays-Surface Repair Project, to Secon in the amount of $507,535; 
establish a five percent contingency in the amount of $25,377, bringing the total project 
cost to $532,912; approve a budget transfer of $3,012 from Appropriated Reserves of the 
Public Works Sales Tax Fund to the Streets Division’s 2013 Pavement Overlay – Surface 
Repair Capital Account; authorize funding in the amount of $532,912 from the Streets 
Division’s 2013 Pavement Overlay – Surface Repair Capital Account; and direct the city 
manager to execute the contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 

Public Works Director Allen answered questions from the Council. 
 

Motion passed with Harris, Coose, Sivertsen, West, Karlson, Olsen and Bergeron voting 
yea. 
 

Reconsideration of Council Director Regarding Gravina 
Access Project Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement Alternatives – Councilmember Sivertsen 
 

This item was removed from the agenda at the request of Councilmember Sivertsen. 
 

Annual Evaluation of the City Manager/KPU General 
Manager 
 

Moved by West, seconded by Sivertsen that the City Council go into executive session in 
accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(2) for the purpose of conducting the annual evaluation 
of the city manager/general manager, which may involve discussion of “subjects that tend 
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to prejudice the reputation and character of any person, provided the person may request 
a public discussion.” 
 

Motion passed with West, Olsen, Karlson, Bergeron, Harris, Sivertsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Mayor Williams asked the manager if he would like the evaluation to be held in 
executive session, to which Manager Amylon replied in the affirmative. 
 

The Council recessed into executive session at 7:06 p.m. and reconvened at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session for the purpose of 
conducting the annual evaluation of the city manager/general manager and no action 
would be taken tonight. 
 

City Attorney Contract Evaluation – Request for 
Executive Session 

 

Moved by West, seconded by Olsen the City Council go into executive session in 
accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(2) for the purpose of conducting an evaluation of the 
contract performance of Ziegler Law Firm under its City Attorney Services Contract, 
which may involve discussion of “subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and 
character of any person, provided the person may request a public discussion.” 
 

City Attorney Seaver answered questions from the Council. He confirmed with Mayor 
Williams that he would like the evaluation to be held in executive session. 
 

Motion passed with Sivertsen, Bergeron, Coose, Harris, Olsen, West and Karlson voting 
yea. 
 

The Council recessed into executive session at 8:38 p.m. and reconvened at 8:50 p.m. 
 

Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session for the purpose of 
conducting an evaluation of the contract performance of Ziegler Law Firm under its City 
Attorney Services Contract. 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Councilmember Coose spoke relative to the comments the City has prepared for the 
Gravina Access, stating he understands the Borough Assembly said “ferry” in the paper 
but apparently– as he was told by an Assembly member – they are still interested in a 
bridge. He said they are also interested in extending the comment period so that, for one, 
we can get DOT and the contractor down here to have a joint meeting between the 
Council and the Assembly and pick their brains so we really understand what is in the 
document. He encouraged the Council to have the manager hold onto the letter until we 
see what the Borough does because it is mostly Borough land that is affected. He said we 
may want to “adjust” our thinking a little bit toward what the Borough says.  
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Mayor Williams confirmed the comment deadline is August 13, 2013.  
 

Councilmember Bergeron said he had some conversations with the Airport manager 
about the ferry option, and it was his understanding that the Borough and the City were 
aligned on using a ferry versus the bridge. He expressed his concern that we align 
ourselves in a position that is congruent with the Borough’s best interest and ours. He 
hoped they would extend the comment period so we have a chance to work with the 
Borough and make sure we get the best bridge option as far as the airport relative to their 
functionality. He would like to make sure we have buy-in cooperation between the City 
and the Borough. 
 

Councilmember Olsen asked about the clerk’s evaluation, and Mayor Williams said it 
would be August 15, 2013. Councilmember Olsen continued he didn’t see any reason to 
delay ours because we were pretty concise. He pointed out they have comment periods 
for a reason and the only reason we got ours in toward the end was because we delayed it, 
and the Borough pushed their comments toward the end of the period as well. He felt we 
were clear in our direction and we should send our letter off. 
 

Councilmember Sivertsen said the reason he first put it up for reconsideration is he felt 
we should be in step with the Borough in moving forward with this, and the community 
should have a single voice and be on common ground. He stated when they (the Borough 
Assembly) voted for the ferry, he didn’t see any reason to have a reconsideration. He 
continued it will affect the Borough operational-wise far more than it will the City since 
they are running the ferry and the airport, and he felt we should be in support of their 
position and it sounds like we are.  
 

Mayor Williams asked if there were four hands to delay the comment letter, and there 
were not four hands shown. He said the letter would go out. 
 

Mayor Williams said there was a Cooperative Relations Committee tomorrow, and there 
were some interesting things on the agenda but he was not sure he would be able to make 
it because of work-related conflicts. He said he would try and invited any interested 
councilmembers to attend. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 
 
              
       Lew Williams III, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 




