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Special Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:01 
p.m., December 9, 2013, with the following members present: Kj Harris, DeAnn Karlson, 
Matthew Olsen, Robert Sivertsen, Marty West and Judy Zenge. One council seat was 
vacant.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 
Staff present were Manager Amylon, Assistant Manager Martin, Finance Director 
Newell, Civic Center Manager Bolling, Assistant Fire Chief Dorman, Human Resources 
Manager Miller, Information Technology Manager Thomas, Sales, Customer Service and 
Marketing Division Manager Simpson, Museum Director Simpson, Port and Harbors 
Director Corporon, Police Chief Bengaard, Public Works Director Allen, Acting Electric 
Division Manager Donato, Telecommunications Division Manager Cushing, Water 
Division Manager Kleinegger and City Clerk Suiter.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mayor Williams said there were several budget updates on the table, including: General 
Government Budget Update No. 7 regarding the addition of a project to the Harbor 
Department budget; General Government Budget Update No. 8 with a proposed decrease 
to revenues for the Library Services Fund and costs for the Library Department; General 
Government Budget Update No. 9 regarding the fund balance policy; General 
Government Budget Update No. 10 regarding funding of the Museum Department tour 
guides from CPV funds; General Government Budget Update No. 11 containing Revision 
No. 2 revenue and appropriation summary; General Government Budget Update No. 12 
regarding workforce and succession planning; General Government Budget Update No. 
13 relative to potential legal costs associated with the review of the disposition of 
commercial passenger vessel tax revenues; General Government Budget Update No. 14 
containing a response to comments made by Michael Painter relative to the draft 2014 
General Government budget; and General Government Budget Update No. 15 with 
proposed decreases to the 2014 Operating and Capital Budget for the Mayor and Council 
and the City Clerk’s Department.  
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
Dick Allen spoke about the selection of a new councilmember, and encouraged the 
Council to select Dick Coose. He stated if Mr. Coose has an agenda, it is for the 
betterment of the community. 
 
Chuck Slagle said he felt a mistake was made regarding the rain gauge. He thought the 
Council disenfranchised those involved in the process, and he spoke regarding different 
staff members he thought were involved in this disenfranchisement.  
 
Councilmember Sivertsen said he never considered the cost or the funding source, and he 
didn’t speak to whether he liked or disliked the art. He said the fact is the City of 
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Ketchikan has the responsibility to manage their RFPs. He expressed appreciation for 
everything the Arts Council did, and that is why he didn’t go after and talk bad about the 
Arts Council. He felt the fact is the City has a number of RFPs, which sets a level playing 
field with standards that the proposers bid on. He thought when you color outside the 
lines and go outside of that, that is how the City Council got involved. He said if it had 
come back to the Council and fell within the RFP, he didn’t think the Council would have 
had a problem with it.  
 
Len Laurance spoke in support of Dick Coose as the new councilmember. He felt Mr. 
Coose was the only one with a proven track record. 
 
Glen Thompson addressed the proposed sales tax increase, and felt his comments relative 
to the same issue may have gotten muddled with the controversy of the rain gauge. He 
cited alternatives: exemptions; increasing the sales tax cap; the ninety-five percent rule; 
position reduction through attrition, etc. He encouraged the Council to consider a blend 
of revenue increases and cuts, stating sales taxes are the last thing the Council wants to 
do.  
 
Councilmember Sivertsen said he talked to businesses today and yesterday and he was 
surprised they weren’t opposed to a sales tax increase. He felt they thought it was an 
invitation to shop south. Mr. Thompson commented people will shop where the sales tax 
is cheaper, and he referred to a sales tax poll on the Ketchikan Daily News website.  
 
Rhonda Bolling addressed the Council regarding the Circle the Hospital with Prayer 
Christmas Eve Event. She said last year it went so well and the outcome was so amazing 
the hospital approved it as an annual event. She said she would be sending the Council a 
video to familiarize them with the event, and invited the Council to attend. She thanked 
the Ketchikan Theater Ballet for the great performance of the Nutcracker this weekend. 
 
Trevor Shaw recommended the Council fill its vacancy with Dick Coose, citing his 
previous experience. He also spoke to the current financial state of the City, saying the 
Council has made some irresponsible decisions when it comes to the fiscal management 
of the City. He felt the City, like many other municipal bodies, has a spending problem 
not a revenue problem. He said there needs to be a balance.  
 
Mayor Williams said if it was all right with the Council, applicant interviews for the 
position of councilmember would be the first order of business. No objections were 
heard. 
 

Consideration of the Filling of a Council Seat 
 
Mayor Williams said the process will be to have all five candidates come to the podium, 
state why they would like to be on the Council, councilmembers can ask questions, and 
after that time the Council will make a motion for a person and begin voting. 
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Tyrell Rettke said he is 28 and has lived in Ketchikan for roughly seventy-five percent of 
his life. He stated he has been involved in a lot of non-profit activity in town, and has 
worked for the City with the Port and Harbors on the dock and currently he is employed 
for the Police Department as a temporary dispatcher. He said he was asked by several 
people to put his name in the hat for this, and he decided it was time for him to put up or 
shut up when he is talking about politics. He considered himself to be fiscally 
conservative and he is willing and ready to serve. He answered questions from the 
Council. 
 

Dale (Mickey) Robbins informed he has lived in Ketchikan for 41 years, 64 years in 
Southeast Alaska. He said he is retired as a project engineer from the Alaska Department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities, after which he went into a fishing charter 
business. He stated they ran a bed and breakfast for about five years, and he is on the Port 
and Harbors Advisory Board. He felt he now had the time and means to serve on the 
Council. He answered questions from the Council.  
 

Jacquie Meck said she felt this would be a good opportunity to see if she could contribute 
more to her community. She answered questions from the Council.  
 

Dick Coose said he would like to be on the Council again because he has always looked 
out for the community and it is good being on the Council to watch what the government 
does for the community. He said he is here to serve the public and keep the local 
government working in an efficient manner. He answered questions from the Council. 
 

Russell Wodehouse thanked the Council for its consideration in filling the seat vacated 
by Sam Bergeron. He said he would love the opportunity to represent the citizens of 
Ketchikan, noting he is a fellow Ketchikanite. He hoped, if appointed, to offer the voice 
of common sense, to ask tough questions, and to weigh the issues the Council deals with. 
He answered questions from the Council. 
 

Mayor Williams encouraged all those who applied to consider running for Council in 
October. 
 

Moved by West, seconded by Olsen the City Council appoint Russell Wodehouse to fill 
the vacant seat on the City Council.  
 

Motion passed with West, Olsen, Harris and Zenge voting yea; Karlson and Sivertsen 
voting nay; one seat vacant. 
 

Clerk Suiter administered the oath of office to Mr. Wodehouse. 
 

The Council took a short break at 7:45 p.m. and reconvened at 7:55 p.m. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Resolution No. 13-2530 – Draft 2014 General Government 
Annual Budget – Deferred from December 3, 2013 
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Moved by West, seconded by Sivertsen the City Council approve the addition of the Bar 
Harbor North Replacement Water Service Connection Project in the amount of $25,000 
to the Harbor Department’s 2014 Capital Budget. 
 
Motion passed with Sivertsen, Zenge, Harris, Olsen, Karlson and West voting yea; 
Wodehouse abstaining. 
 
Moved by West, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve a $25,000 decrease to the 
Library Department’s UAS Division Government Contractual Services Account No. 
635.01 and a $33,000 decrease in the Library Service Fund charges for services revenues.  
 
Motion passed with West, Karlson, Olsen, Harris, Zenge, Wodehouse and Sivertsen 
voting yea. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council amend the 2014 General 
Government budget by increasing the transfer from the Port Enterprise Fund to the 
General Fund by $54,535 for the purpose of funding the temporary tour guides employed 
by the Museum Department from CPV funds. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson, Olsen and Wodehouse 
voting yea. 
 
Moved by Olsen, seconded by West the City Council amend the 2014 General 
Government budget by increasing the Port Department’s Legal and Accounting Services 
Account No. 640.01 for the purpose of engaging outside legal counsel to review the 
appropriate uses of the City’s Commercial Passenger Vessel tax revenues.  
 
Moved by Olsen, seconded by West to include port landing fees in the review. 
 
Motion to amend passed with Karlson, Harris, Olsen, West, Wodehouse, Sivertsen and 
Zenge voting yea. 
 
Motion, as amended, passed with Zenge, Wodehouse, West, Harris, Sivertsen, Olsen and 
Karlson voting yea. 
 
Moved by West, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve changes to the 2014 
General Government Operating and Capital Budget by decreasing the Mayor and Council 
Department Community Promotion Account No. 610.01 by $5,000, decreasing the City 
Clerk’s Travel-Training and Education Account No. 600.03 by $6,300, decreasing 
Interdepartmental Charges for various departments as outlined in the Finance director’s 
memorandum of December 5, 2013 by $1,230 and decreasing interdepartmental 
Revenues reflected in the General Fund by $7,106. 
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Motion passed with West, Olsen, Karlson, Wodehouse, Harris, Sivertsen and Zenge 
voting yea. 
 

Capital Improvement Program 
 

Public Works Director Allen answered questions from the Council, as did Port and 
Harbors Director Corporon. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen asked staff to provide a budget update that would allow 
pavement overlay in 2014. Manager Amylon said if the Council is content to shift that 
money to overlays for 2014, he said sometime next year staff may come back to the 
Council with a request to use reserves to remove buildings or repair staircases. Public 
Works Director Allen suggested a project that might be completed for a lower amount 
than what is budgeted. Manager Amylon said staff would provide alternatives to provide 
funding for pavement overlay. 
 
Assistant Public Works Director Brakke answered question relative to stormwater design. 
In response to Councilmember Olsen, Manager Amylon said the SSRAA Board is 
meeting in early January relative to bringing forward a proposal to the City regarding the 
Deer Mountain Fish Hatchery. He indicated they are interested in the property but there 
are certain things they may ask for assistance on.  
 
Port and Harbors Director Corporon answered questions relative to Hole-In-The-Wall 
Harbor regarding funding. 
 
Finance Director Newell and Information Technology Manager Thomas answered 
questions from the Council. 
 
Councilmember Olsen questioned improvements at Berth IV, wondering what happens at 
the end of the lease. Port and Harbors Director Corporon and Manager Amylon addressed 
the issue, stating staff will provide a report.  
 
Police Chief Bengaard answered questions about police vehicles. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen had Manager Amylon go over the main points of General 
Government Budget Update No. 14 which responds to comments made by Mike Painter 
at the Council meeting of December 3, 2013.  
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by West to defer consideration of the draft 2014 General 
Government Annual Budget until Wednesday, December 11, 2013. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson, Olsen and Wodehouse 
voting yea. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen said he woke up to no water this morning. He stated the Water 
Division has been working diligently on a water main break on Baranof. He felt they 
responded very well. 
 
Councilmember West appreciated there was so much interest in filling the vacancy on the 
City Council, stating she was glad Mr. Wodehouse is here. 
 
Councilmember Olsen also said he appreciated all the people who put their name in to be 
on the Council, noting it was very nice to see. He welcomed Mr. Wodehouse. He 
reminded of the Debate and Drama tournaments this weekend, saying people can 
volunteer to help out. He expressed he is having a little heartburn over funding the 
library. 
 
Councilmember Karlson informed she will be out of town on Wednesday. 
 
Councilmember Zenge welcomed Mr. Wodehouse, stating she was really glad there were 
a lot of people who stepped up and put their names in. 
 
Councilmember Wodehouse thanked the Council for the opportunity and wished 
Councilmember Karlson safe travels. He hoped everyone who applied, who were great 
candidates and very qualified people, would continue to provide the Council input. 
 
Mayor Williams said the next meeting would be on Wednesday, and it was nice to have 
seven members again. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 
 
 
              
       Lew Williams III, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 


