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Regular Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor West at 7:01 
p.m., March 20, 2014, with the following members present: Dick Coose, Kj Harris, 
DeAnn Karlson, Matthew Olsen (via teleconference), Robert Sivertsen and Judy Zenge. 
Mayor Williams was absent. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 
Staff present were Manager Amylon, Assistant Manager Martin, Finance Director 
Newell, Fire Chief Share, Human Resources Manager Miller, Museum Director Simpson, 
Port and Harbors Director Corporon, Police Chief Bengaard, Assistant Public Works 
Director Brakke, Electric Division Manager Donato, Telecommunications Division 
Manager Cushing, Water Division Foreman Johnston and City Clerk Suiter. 
 

    
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION NO. 14-2543 - AMENDING 
THE 2014 GENERAL GOVERNMENT ANNUAL BUDGET - FIRE 
DEPARTMENT - $80,000 AND TOURISM AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - $350,657 

 
Vice Mayor West called the public hearing on Resolution No. 14-2543 to order at 7:02 
p.m. and requested public testimony. 
 
As there was no testimony, Vice Mayor West declared the public hearing closed at 7:02 
p.m. 
 

    
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Vice Mayor West noted there was an item laid on the table relating to an appraisal for the 
Centennial Building. 
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
Chuck Slagle spoke regarding the museum, saying it is about planning. He explained the 
research he conducted relative to the museum, and he said what he really wanted was the 
museum to be an example of planning. He felt the City has that option right now, 
pointing out we don’t have to rush it and have time to sit back and plan. He said the 
Council is putting out fires all the time and doesn’t have to do that with the museum. He 
stated this is not an emergency, let’s do it right.  
 
Ed Plute commented we do not have to put this chemical in the water and can put in a 
filtration system very cheaply, at a cost of about $300,000 to $700,000 pre-engineered. 
He said the plant is put in backwards, which everybody knows, explaining UV is 
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supposed to be first and chlorine second. He stated injecting ammonia into the system 
now the way it is set up, it will be big troubles. He went on to say he added up the money 
for the equipment in place, questioning where the rest of the money went. He encouraged 
the Council to listen. 
 
Amanda Mitchell spoke in opposition to chloramination, citing several parameters for 
this manner of disinfection. She pointed out this is not just about chloramination, but it is 
about our choice to direct what we consume. She requested the Council hold off putting 
ammonia in the water until the ballot issue is determined. She pointed out a name she 
provided as a contact to discuss chloramination.  
 
Several councilmembers responded to Ms. Mitchell, and Councilmember Sivertsen 
pointed out Ms. Mitchell has every right to express her opinion. He went on to say we all 
want clean water but the disagreement comes with the method chosen.  
 
Karen Nelson expressed her opinion against using chloramine for water treatment. She 
felt our area has different needs than the blanket thing the EPA is requiring. She 
discussed the effect on the fishing industry, noting the salmon is highly coveted. 
 
There was a short break while there were attempts to address audio issues. 
 
Sharon Monrean spoke against using chloramines, noting she was not pointing blame and 
was not able to attend previous meetings. She felt there probably wasn’t enough input, 
and as she is learning more about it she is not happy about putting more chemicals in the 
water. She expressed the opinion that the decision was made on a dollar amount.  
 
Perry Allen, representing GCI, spoke to KPU’s advertising. He pointed out the KPU 
telecommunications advertisements he has heard on the radio and read in other places 
was misleading. He outlined several statements he felt were false. Manager Amylon said 
the concerns raised by Mr. Allen were communicated to his office today, and he has 
drafted a response to those concerns that will be transmitted to Mr. Allen and the Council 
tomorrow. 
 
Lonnie Duncan addressed the chloramine issue, explaining his understanding at the time 
of the vote (of the bond issue) that chloramines were a less intrusive process for drinking 
water. He felt that we have learned new things since then and the documents he has seen 
have people suffering from using recently-chloraminated water. He related concerns 
regarding his wife’s health, and he requested the City Council get an extension from the 
EPA to look into alternatives.  
 
Jim Fowler spoke to the water issue, expressing concern that what we’re doing is just 
adequate to get us past the threshold of compliance. He felt the Council needed to look at 
the long term, what will be good for the next several decades.  
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Misty Archibald talked about research she conducted related to chloramine, many articles 
of which addressed potential health concerns. She pointed out at the time the project was 
approved, all the information wasn’t available. She went on to say the Council has the 
opportunity to act on the information that is available now. She cited instances of 
problems relating to chloramines, saying she didn’t want to have to question whether her 
use of water was a good idea. 
 
Joel Jackson said he and other representatives from Akeela were available to answer any 
questions about their agenda item. 
 
Ken Tonjes, representing Ketchikan Medical Center, said he was also available to answer 
any questions about the relocation of KAR House. 
 
Betty Constable spoke against the use of chloramines, and cited what she felt she would 
have to do if ammonia was used in the water system. She asked the Council to find 
another way to do this.  
 
Hannah Ramiskey outlined her history attending meetings regarding chloramines and its 
effects on infrastructure. She pointed out that being an elected official is frustrating 
because information is presented at meetings and the vast majority of the public assumes 
you’re doing your job. She went on to say when it comes to the deadline of something 
happening, people come out of the woodwork. She felt the problem was that people are 
scared to death. She requested the Council address what other options were presented, 
noting the big concern as to why this method was picked. She thought people need to be 
reassured the Council picked the best, not the cheapest, system.  
 
Rodney Dial spoke regarding the museum, saying he would participate in a committee if 
it comes about. He felt the majority of citizens would not get a voice in the matter so he 
wanted to represent them. He outlined what he felt was happening relative to the 
committee, and he pointed out the museum is about history. He spoke to a tax increase, 
and money the City is being provided for other purposes. He suggested several options 
for the museum that provide no impact to citizens. He reaffirmed he would be willing to 
work on the museum committee, and he asked the Council to rescind the sales tax 
increase. He spoke to necessities vs. niceties.  
 
Frankie Urquhart spoke her opposition to chloramines in City water, even though she is a 
borough resident. She felt the chloramines would be present in water utilized by her 
family at schools, the pool, and restaurants. She thought there were a number of 
alternatives, suggesting filtration. She addressed the information being released to the 
community, and asked that facts be released so people could make their own decisions. 
She emphasized the importance of talking about it, and emphasized she doesn’t want 
chloramine added to the water supply. 
 
Gerri Davis also spoke against adding chloramine to the water supply, feeling the 
potential health effects are not acceptable to her. She didn’t think it was appropriate that 
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citizens should have to retrofit their house to filter out the chloramine. She asked the 
Council to not add chloramine to the drinking water. 
 
Thomas Fisher expressed his opinion against adding chloramine to the water. He referred 
to several online documents backing up his opinion. 
 
Len Laurance, representing Inter-Island Ferry Authority, shared a new report that has just 
been completed by the organization. He explained the detail in the report, which also 
contained the future plans for IFA. He pointed out the big challenge facing IFA is the 
revenue generated and the operating costs. He reminded the governor agreed with the 
IFA’s request for a $500,000 appropriation for the next five years, and it is now before 
the legislature.  
 
Councilmember Coose asked that the Council show four hands to write a letter of support 
to the Senate Finance Committee regarding the five-year appropriation and to have the 
manager ask the City’s lobbyist to keep track of where this is going, and at least four 
hands were shown.  
 
Thomas Bellanich spoke against chloramination of water, stating he felt the Council was 
putting money above healthcare. He addressed the location of the chloramination facility 
next to the Head Start school, as well as potential plumbing issues. He asked Water 
Foreman Johnston questions about testing water. He concluded by saying it was a bad 
idea and asked the Council to reconsider using chloramine until there is a chance to 
educate the public. 
 
The Council took a short break at 8:50 p.m. and reconvened at 8:57 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Vice Mayor West suggested adding several items to the Consent Agenda, including: 
Ordinance No. 14-1751, Ordinance No. 14-1752 and Ordinance No. 14-1753 regarding 
licenses with AT&T Alaska for Telecommunications Division equipment space; the 
award of Contract No. 14-04, Beaver Falls Unit No. 1 Stator & Rotor Rewind with Delta 
Electric Motors, Inc.; and the vouchers to the Ketchikan Daily News in the amount of 
$3,529.52. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris approval of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of March 6, 2014. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
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Resolution No. 14-2543 – Amending the 2014 General 
Government Operating and Capital Budget to Provide 
Supplemental Appropriations for the Fire Department in 
the Amount of $80,000; The Tourism & Economic 
Development Department in the Amount of $350,657 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council approve Resolution No. 14-
2543 amending the 2014 General Government Operating and Capital Budget to provide 
supplemental appropriations for the Fire Department in the amount of $80,000; the 
Tourism & Economic Development Department in the amount of $350,657; and 
establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Designating April 19 through April 26, 2014 as Spring 
Clean-Up Week 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council designate April 19 through 
April 26, 2014 as Ketchikan Spring Clean-Up Week. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Award of 2014 Hazardous Household Waste Collection 
and Removal Agreement – Carson Dorn, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris pursuant to Sections 3.12.050(a)(2) and (9) of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code, the City Council approve the Hazardous Household 
Waste Collection and Removal Agreement between the City of Ketchikan and Carson 
Dorn, Inc. in the amount of $55,500; authorize funding from the Solid Waste Disposal 
Division’s 2014 Contractual Services Account No. 635.09; and direct the city manager to 
execute the agreement on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Award of Contract No. 14-08 – Utility Tree Pruning, 
Three Dog Construction, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council accept the bid of Three Dog 
Construction, Inc. of Ketchikan, Alaska at a rate of $290 per hour for pruning; $120 per 
hour for flagging; and no mobilization/demobilization cost for Contract No. 14-08, 
Utility Tree Pruning; authorize funding in an amount not to exceed $200,000 from the 
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Electric Division’s 2014 Technical Services Account No. 635.12; and direct the general 
manager to execute the contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Ordinance No. 14-1751 – Approving an Equipment Space 
License and Power Agreement Between Alascom, Inc. 
d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a 
Ketchikan Public Utilities for Certain Equipment 
Building Space, Equipment Rack and Tower Space and 
Electrical Building Space, Equipment Rack and Tower 
Space and Electrical Power Located at 2900 Tongass 
Avenue, Ketchikan Alaska – Second Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 14-1751 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 14-1751 approving an Equipment Space License and Power Agreement 
between Alascom, Inc. d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan 
Public Utilities for certain equipment building space, equipment rack and tower space 
and electrical power located at 2900 Tongass Avenue, Ketchikan, Alaska; providing for 
the filing of referendum petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Ordinance No. 14-1752 – Approving an Equipment Space 
License and Power Agreement Between Alascom, Inc. 
d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a 
Ketchikan Public Utilities for Certain Equipment 
Building Space and Tower Space and Power Located at 
2900 Tongass Avenue, Ketchikan, Alaska – Second 
Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 14-1751 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 14-1752 approving an Equipment Space License and Power Agreement 
between Alascom, Inc. d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan 
Public Utilities for certain equipment building space and tower space and electrical power 
located at 2900 Tongass Avenue, Ketchikan, Alaska; providing for the filing of 
referendum petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
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Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Ordinance No. 14-1753 – Approving an Equipment Space 
License and Power Agreement Between Alascom, Inc. 
d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a 
Ketchikan Public Utilities for Certain Equipment 
Building Space, Equipment Rack and Tower Space and 
Electrical Power Located at AT&T’s High Mountain 
Facility – Second Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 14-1753 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 14-1753 approving an Equipment Space License and Power Agreement 
between Alascom, Inc. d/b/a AT&T Alaska and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan 
Public Utilities for certain equipment building space, equipment rack and tower space 
and electrical power located at High Mountain; providing for the filing of referendum 
petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Award of Contract No. 14-04 – Beaver Falls Unit No. 1 
Stator & Rotor Rewind, Delta Electric Motors, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council accept the bid of Delta Electric 
Motors, Inc. in the amount of $328,995 for Contract No. 14-04, Beaver Falls Unit No. 1 
Stator & Rotor Rewind; authorize funding from the Electric Division’s 2014 Generator 
Rewinds & Repair Capital Account; and direct the general manager to execute the 
contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Vouchers 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris for approval of vouchers to Ketchikan Daily 
News in the amount of $3,529.52. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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Appointments to Boards and Commissions – Mayor 
Williams 
 

Vice Mayor West submitted the following names for appointment to the Historic 
Commission: 
 

Morgan Barry (Architect) – expires 5/2014 
William Bird (Historian) – expires 5/2015 

Dragon London (Community) – expires 5/2015 
Susan Peters (Community) – expires 5/2016 
John Stewart (Community) – expires 5/2014 

Lacey Simpson (Council designee) – expires 11/2017 
Chris French (Borough Planning Commission) – expires 5/2016 

 
She asked if there were any objections; none were heard. 
 

Request for Financial Assistance for the Relocation of 
KAR House – Akeela, Inc. – Deferred from February 20, 
2014 

 
 
The motion before the Council was:  
 
Moved by West, seconded by Harris the City Council direct staff to draft an agreement to 
assist Akeela, Inc. in the interim relocation of KAR House incorporating such terms and 
conditions as detailed in the city manager’s report dated January 29, 2014, said 
agreement to be submitted to the City Council for formal consideration and approval. 
 
Joel Jackson addressed the Council, saying what we have is a partnership between the 
various interested entities. He went on to say the hospital has agreed to provide a building 
to Akeela with support from the City and the hospital, which will be remodeled and 
renovated into KAR House. Ken Tonjes added the hospital stands by its commitment to 
provide Akeela with a building, free and clear, and $100,000. He said what they are 
waiting for is an agreement that Akeela will, in fact, remain in the community and 
provide that care to these residents. He hoped to find support from the City Council 
tonight.  
 

Both gentlemen, as well as Manager Amylon, answered questions from the Council.  
 

Motion passed with West, Karlson, Coose, Harris, Sivertsen and Zenge voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Exempting the Procurement of a Replacement Fire 
Engine from Competitive Bidding/Written Quotation 
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Requirements of the Ketchikan Municipal Code – Hughes 
Fire Equipment 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Zenge pursuant to subparagraph 9 of Section 
3.12.050(a) of the Ketchikan Municipal Code, the City Council exempt the procurement 
of a replacement fire engine from the competitive bidding/written quotation requirements 
of the Ketchikan Municipal Code and approve the purchase of a new vehicle from 
Hughes Fire Equipment of Springfield, Oregon at a cost not to exceed $511,870; 
authorize funding from the Fire Department’s 2014 Fire Suppression Storage Capacity 
Engine Capital Account; and direct the city manager to execute the contract documents 
on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Fire Chief Share answered questions from the Council.  
 
Motion passed with Sivertsen, Zenge, Harris, West and Karlson voting yea; Coose voting 
nay; Olsen absent. 
 

Budget Transfer – Change Order No. 5 to Contract No. 
12-38A, City Hall Exterior and Interior Renovations, 
Dawson Construction, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Zenge the City Council approve Change Order No. 5 in 
the amount of $87,324.80 to Contract No. 12-38A, City Hall Exterior and Interior 
Renovations Project, between the City of Ketchikan and Dawson Construction, Inc.; 
increase the contract amount from $2,878,346 to $2,965,670.80; authorize a budget 
transfer of $200,000 from the Building Maintenance Division’s 2014 Energy 
Improvements Capital Account to the Building Maintenance Division’s City Hall Siding 
and Roof Replacement Capital Account; approve funding from the Building Maintenance 
Division’s City Hall Siding and Roof Replacement Capital Account; and direct the city 
manager to execute the change order on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Zenge, Coose, West, Harris, Sivertsen and Karlson voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
 

Makeup of the Centennial Building Review Committee 
and Approving the Issues to Be Addressed 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Sivertsen the City Council designate the site of the 
museum as where it is currently located, and that the Museum Advisory Board along with 
Museum staff bring back a prioritized list of items that need to be completed on that 
building on a schedule to be approved as future projects. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Sivertsen, Karlson, Zenge, Harris and West voting yea; Olsen 
absent. 
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Conversion From Free Chlorine Residual Disinfection to 
Chloramines Residual Disinfection On or After April 7, 
2014 and Directing the General Manager to Notice Said 
Conversion Prior to the Start Date of the Alternative 
Water Treatment Process 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Harris the City Council authorize the conversion from 
free chlorine residual disinfection to chloramines residual disinfection on or after April 7, 
2014 and direct the general manager to notice said conversion prior to the start date of the 
alternative water treatment process. 
 
Manager Amylon answered questions from the Council. 
 
Floyd Damron of CH2M Hill also answered questions from the Council. He said in some 
systems, when UV disinfection is applied, UV disinfection sometimes comes first with 
chlorination followed, then ammonia is added to form chloramines. He informed we are 
doing the same exact thing here and the way this system was configured is right out of 
the tunnel is where chlorine is added. He went on to say rather than spending several 
million more dollars of moving that whole system around, we adapted the UV 
disinfection system to place it between free chlorine and the chlorine contact reservoir. 
He pointed out this isn’t the only community that does that. 
 
Mr. Damron said the reason that you need free chlorine is that UV disinfection doesn’t 
take care of viruses and the law requires you to remove 99.99% of viruses. He reminded 
that viruses haven’t been discussed in any meeting he has been to. He summarized free 
chlorine takes care of viruses, UV takes care of giardia and cryptosporidium, and 
ammonia is added to stop the formation of the byproducts. He said we are timing the 
addition of ammonia so that the byproduct level will be below the federal requirements. 
He stated the main problem here are haloacedics, and we’ve heard the numbers as high as 
140 or so. He said the legal limit is 60 ppb, which is long term exposure carcinogenic.  
 
He stated almost all the communities that chloraminate now have filter plants and the 
challenge is that the dissolved organics will oftentimes flow through a filter plant. He 
continued that one way to resolve that is to add a last step under the filter plant called a 
polishing step. He went on to say you would put an activated carbon process at the end of 
the filtration process to reduce or eliminate the need for chloramination, which may add 
another $5 to $10 million to the construction project. He explained the reason you don’t 
put granular activated carbon filter onto a non-filtered source is because it becomes 
plugged up with algae, pine needles, turbidity and other items.  
 
Mr. Damron said because of the plugging nature of the raw water and temperature being 
filtered in, activated carbon by itself would not be effective here. He continued most 
likely the proper approach would be to run pilot studies to make sure that the correct 
filtration process is being selected, the right filtration rate is being selected, and then 
understand how much backwash water there is. He explained when you filter water you 
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end up with a waste product that must be disposed of, and most people don’t know a filter 
plant uses chemicals. He summarized you do pilot studies, then a pre-design, talk to 
vendors about the type of equipment, construction, commissioning start-up and operator 
training, and it will be approximately a five-year process if money weren’t an issue. He 
said it would be a ten-year process when considering securing funding. He said he just 
spoke to DEC and the grants program is going down so there is less money for grants 
now than there was ten years ago, and a project of this size would use 100% of state 
grants. 
 
Manager Amylon said one of the things staff has found out through discussions with 
DEC is that if we abandon the plant that we built that was funded through a large amount 
of state money, we should have very little expectation about getting additional funding 
for a filtration plant. 
 
In response to Councilmember Sivertsen, Mr. Damron said he has lived in Alaska and 
worked on multiple projects and has worked for this particular company in Alaska for 35 
years. He felt chloramination of Ketchikan city water, from an engineering standpoint, is 
technologically easy to do. He expressed confidence in creating monochloramine, which 
is the right type, with the trained KPU staff. He stated the research that has been done is 
appropriate for Ketchikan with the budget the City has. He shared some information from 
two 2012 reports from the Department of Health in Vermont, where they did a very 
extensive study on many systems. He said their conclusion is that the use of 
monochloramines for water disinfection is not likely to result in adverse health effects; on 
the contrary the Health Department believes that the monochloramine will reduce the 
concentration of regulated and possibly unregulated disinfection byproducts in drinking 
water.  
 
Continuing in response to Councilmember Sivertsen, Mr. Damron said Ketchikan’s 
untreated water is highly corrosive, as rain water is highly corrosive. He pointed out KPU 
adds soda ash to bring the pH up to reduce the corrosivity of the water and from their 
studies, they believe the City will still be in compliance with the lead and copper rule 
after adding chloramines to the water. He said the amount of ammonia in normal 
wastewater is approximately 50 to 100 times greater than the amount of ammonia that 
will come in from chloraminated water. In addressing home filtration, he said the most 
common means of removing chloramines from the water is using an activated carbon 
filter or reverse osmosis membrane, and that would be delivered to the house. He stated 
he called a water filter supply store in Anchorage, and he was told you can get a point-of-
use unit to put at a sink for about $300, and a whole-house unit for between $1,000 and 
$2,000. He reminded those elements have to be replaced every six months to a year. He 
stated they are fairly common and available. He said you can get a filter for a dialysis 
unit.  
 
Motion passed with Harris, West, Coose, Sivertsen and Zenge voting yea; Karlson voting 
nay; Olsen absent.  
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Ordinance No. 14-1754 – Approving a Rooftop, Building, 
and Ground Space Lease Agreement Between South 
Tongass Alliance Church of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance and the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan Public 
Utilities for Certain Rooftop, Building, and Ground Space 
and Power Located at 376 Homestead Road, Ketchikan, 
Alaska – First Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 14-1754 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Zenge the City Council approve in first reading Ordinance 
No. 14-1754 approving a Rooftop, Building, and Ground Space Lease Agreement 
between South Tongass Alliance Church of the Christian and Missionary Alliance and 
the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan Public Utilities for certain rooftop, building and 
ground space and power located at 376 Homestead Road, Ketchikan, Alaska; providing 
for the filing of referendum petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
 

Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, West, Karlson and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen voting 
nay; Olsen absent. 
 

VOUCHERS  
 

This item was moved to Consent Agenda. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Schedule of General Government and KPU Appropriated 
Reserves Through the City Council Meeting of March 6, 
2014 

 

In his report, Manager Amylon provided the Council a schedule of the current balance of 
Appropriated Reserves of various funds of General Government and KPU through the 
City Council meeting of March 6, 2014. 
 

2014 Sales Tax Report No. 1 
 

Manager Amylon provided for Council review a memorandum from Finance Director 
Newell regarding 2014 sales tax collections to date. 
 

Special Meeting of the City Council – Classification and 
Compensation Plan Update, Ralph Andersen & Associates 
 

Manager Amylon reminded the Council of the special meeting scheduled for Monday, 
March 31, 2014 to review the update of the City’s Classification and Compensation Plan. 
 

Police Department Canine Activity Report – February 
2014 
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Manager Amylon copied the Council with a copy of the February 2014 report of Police 
Department canine activities. 
 

Contract No. 13-38, Pre-Construction Services for the 
Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project – 
Owner/Executive Committee Meeting Summary Minutes 
of February 28 and March 7, 2014 
 

Manager Amylon included a report containing the minutes of the Owner/Executive 
Committee meeting held between the City of Ketchikan and Layton Dawson JV 
Constructors on Friday, February 28 and March 7, 2014. 
 

Contract No. 13-08, Phase III of Berths I and II 
Rehabilitation Project – Construction Meeting Minutes of 
February 28, 2014 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted the February 28, 2014 construction meeting minutes for 
Contract No. 13-08, Phase III of Berths I and II Rehabilitation Project. 
 

Contract No. 13-09, Bar Harbor Drive Down Float 
Facility – Construction Meeting Minutes of February 28, 
2014 
 

Manager Amylon included copies of the February 28, 2014 construction meeting minutes 
for Contract No. 13-09, Bar Harbor Drive Down Float Facility. 
 

Appointment of Children’s Librarian 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted a memorandum from Library Director Lyshol notifying 
that Ketchikan resident Amanda Kiely has been appointed as the Library’s new 
Children’s Librarian effective February 17, 2014.  
 

Public Works Department Project Status Report – 
February 2014 
 

Assistant Manager Martin provided for Council review the project status reports of the 
Public Works Department for the month of February 2014. 
 

K.P.U. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Project Status Reports of the KPU Operating Divisions – 
February 2014 
 

Manager Amylon copied the Council with the project status reports of the KPU operating 
divisions for the month of February 2014. 
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Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Construction 
Meeting Minutes of March 4 and 11, 2014 
 

Manager Amylon provided the March 4 and 11, 2014 minutes of construction meeting 
Nos. 54 and 55 for the Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project. 
 

Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Powerhouse 
Equipment Installation Meeting Minutes of March 4 and 
11, 2014 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted the minutes of Powerhouse Equipment Installation Meeting 
Nos. 9 and 10 that was held on Tuesday, March 4 and 11, 2014. 
 

Chloramines and Deterioration of Rubber 
Gasket/Household Plumbing Parts 
 

Manager Amylon provided a report from Floyd Damron of CH2M Hill regarding the 
effect chloramines have on rubber household plumbing parts, which indicate the 
plumbing industry has introduced newer chloramine-resistant materials. 
 

Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Construction 
Report No. 13 
 

Manager Amylon copied the Council with the FERC-required Construction Report No. 
13 for the period February 1-28, 2014. 
 

Report of March 12, 2014 Power Outage 
 

Manager Amylon included a report from Electric Division Manager Donato regarding the 
power outage of March 12, 2014. 
 
CITY CLERK’S FILE – None  
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S FILE – None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Karlson thanked Chief Share for his time in walking her through 
emergency planning preparedness information. She said it was very helpful. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen said he recently returned from Southeast Conference in 
Juneau, saying there was a lot of interesting discussion in regards to the gas bill. He noted 
there was an interesting amendment added onto it where they pulled out a percentage for 
power projects for those communities that are directly affected by the gas and the cost of 
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that service. He went on to say when we talk about our increment of hydro, hopefully by 
that time there will be some funds available for that particular issue. He continued by 
saying he met with legislators and talked about power issues, the failing seawall at 
Thomas Basin, revenue sharing, PERS, and there is a lot of action going on at the hill at 
this time because they have a short amount of time to get all that stuff done. He said there 
are a number of bills out there and they are going to cut that to six. He pointed out one of 
the problems he has with the PERS and TERS issue is there has been some talk they are 
going to push some of the cost of the deficit back to the local communities which would 
be a lot of money. He felt in Southeast Alaska we sort of get disconnected from the oil 
and gas discussions but he thought that was what is funding our state and driving our 
issues. He thought it is good to catch up on those issues.  
 
Councilmember Harris said this is a tough job, and the Council made decisions tonight 
that will make a lot of people angry, but that is what the Council needs to ride with in 
making the best decision they can.  
 
Councilmember Coose said all the Council is getting emails dealing with smart meters, 
and he asked if the Electric Department could explain next meeting what a smart meter 
does and doesn’t do. 
 
Vice Mayor West said she appreciates the people who came and talked to the Council, 
noting a lot of them had very heartfelt concerns. She continued by wondering if there was 
a way to put out a document that would allay some of their fears. She reminded the 
Council has all looked at and read about this stuff, and she felt anyone could find an 
answer and agreement to anything that could possibly be asked on the internet. She went 
on to say there are some people who are genuinely frightened, and she didn’t want them 
to be left thinking the Council has gone about its business in poisoning people. She 
thought there needed to be a way to answer the concerns some people have expressed 
tonight because they were hard to hear and they are sincere. 
 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS  
 

Request for Executive Session – Collective Bargaining 
Agreement Between the City of Ketchikan and the 
Ketchikan Professional Firefighters Association, Local 
2761, I.A.F.F. 

 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by West the City Council declare consistent with the city 
manager’s memorandum dated March 11, 2014 it is in the best interest of the City to 
discuss negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Ketchikan and the Ketchikan Professional Firefights Association, Local 2761, I.A.F.F. in 
executive session; in accordance with that finding, the City Council  go into executive 
session in accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(1) and (b)(2) and AS 44.62.310(c)(1) and 
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(3) to discuss said negotiations and the auxiliary items described in the city manager’s 
memorandum dated March 11, 2014, which matters include the need to discuss subjects 
the knowledge of which would have an adverse impact upon the finances of the City and 
upon the City’s ability to negotiate favorable labor settlements. 
 
Motion passed with West, Karlson, Coose, Sivertsen and Zenge voting yea; Harris voting 
nay; Olsen absent. 
 
The Council recessed into executive session at 10:20 p.m. and reconvened at 10:22 p.m. 
 
Vice Mayor West said the Council has completed an executive session to discuss 
negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
and the Ketchikan Professional Firefights Association, Local 2761, I.A.F.F. and no action 
would be taken tonight. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 10:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
       Mary West White, Vice Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 
 
FYI ITEMS INCLUDED  
 
Love In Action Financial Report – July Through December 2013 
Love In Action 2013 Annual Report 
Unapproved Minutes of the February 21, 2014 Ketchikan Gateway Borough/City of 

Ketchikan Cooperative Relations Committee Meeting 
Lake Levels and System Generation Report for the Month of February 2014 
Water Utilization Study Reports – February 2014 
 
 
 
 


