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Regular Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:00 
p.m., February 19, 2015, with the following members present: Dick Coose, Kj Harris, 
DeAnn Karlson, Matthew Olsen, and Judy Zenge. Councilmembers David Kiffer and 
Robert Sivertsen were absent. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 
Staff present were Manager Amylon, Assistant Manager Martin, Finance Director 
Newell, City Attorney Seaver, Fire Chief Hoage, Police Chief Bengaard and City Clerk 
Suiter. 
 

    
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE NO. 14-1786 –INCREASING 
WATER RATES 

 

Mayor Williams called the public hearing on Ordinance No. 14-1786 to order at 7:01 
p.m. and requested public testimony. 
 

As there was no testimony, Mayor Williams declared the public hearing closed at 7:01 
p.m. 
 

    
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mayor Williams said there were a couple of things laid on the table, including a request 
for adding a new business item declaring a public emergency for repair of the Park 
Avenue Bridge sewer line to New Business. 
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
Anna Shaffer, president of Ketchikan Area Arts and Humanities Council, updated the 
Council on events taking place through KAAHC. She mentioned Main Street Gallery 
exhibits, the Wearable Arts Show, Stories at Latitude 56, and a teaching artist academy. 
 
Lisa Scarborough, representing the Seeking Community Homeless Solutions Task Force 
of the Ketchikan Wellness Coalition, presented a report focusing on the homeless 
situation in Ketchikan. She explained the process by which the report was compiled, and 
brought its four main points to the Council’s attention.  
 
Joel Jackson, representing Akeela Gateway, invited the Council to an open house at the 
community’s new in-house patient drug and alcohol treatment center on March 6. He felt 
the Council would be impressed. 
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Susan Peters urged the Council to proceed with the recommendations relative to barking 
and hawking. She felt part of it needs to be good enforcement from the beginning, and 
that the port needs to establish the same kind of recommendations. She pointed out it is 
not about people doing business, but rather how people do business. 
 
Lloyd Gossman spoke in support of the resolution regarding the return of the Tongass 
National Forest to the State of Alaska. He reminded of the reduction of timber and how it 
has affected Southeast Alaska over time, and he urged the Council to support the 
resolution. 
 
Amanda Painter expressed her reservation about installing a shelter on Berth I. She 
addressed poor location, poor design and lack of purpose for the structure.  
 
Sonja Alvarez also spoke against installing the shelter, pointing out her expertise in 
design and architecture. She cited different aspects of the building that don’t work well.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Williams suggested adding several items to the Consent Agenda, including: 
Ordinance No. 15-1790 relating to food vendor leases; Ordinance No. 14-1786 increasing 
water rates, and Change Order No. 1 to Contract No. 14-46, the Centennial Building Roof 
Replacement Project. He asked if there were any objections, and none were heard. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of 
February 5, 2015. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 

Declaration of Public Emergency and Approval of a 
Second Contract Extension for Solid Waste 
Transportation and Disposal Services – Regional Disposal 
Company, Seattle, Washington 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen pursuant to Section 3.12.050(a)(7) of the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code, the City Council declare the expiration of the current Solid Waste 
Transportation and Disposal Services Agreement between the City of Ketchikan and 
Regional Disposal Company as a public emergency and approve an extension of the 
expired agreement from March 1, 2015 to April 30, 2015 under the same terms and 
conditions of the existing contract. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
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Ordinance No. 15-1790 – Authorizing the Granting of 
Certain Food Vendor Leases on City Real Property 
Pursuant to the Provisions of Charter Section 5-17(a)(2) – 
Second Reading 

 

Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1790 were available for all persons present. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1790 authorizing the granting of certain food vendor leases on City 
real property pursuant to the provisions of Charter Section 5-17(a)(2); providing for the 
filing of referendum petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
 

Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 

Ordinance No. 14-1786 – Amending Ketchikan Municipal 
Code Chapter 11.16 Entitled “Water Rates” to Provide 
for Increasing Water Rates for Residential, Apartment, 
Business, Industrial, Fire Hydrants, Temporary, and 
Seafood Processors and Allied Industries – Second 
Reading 

 

Copies of Ordinance No. 14-1786 were available for all persons present. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 14-1786 amending Ketchikan Municipal Code Chapter 11.16 entitled 
“Water Rates” to provide for increasing water rates for residential, apartment, business, 
industrial, fire hydrants, temporary, and seafood processors and allied industries; 
establishing a date for a public hearing; and establishing an effective date. 
 

Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 

Change Order No. 1 (Final) to Contract No. 14-46, 
Centennial Building Roof Replacement, Rite-Way 
Roofing Inc. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Change Order No. 1 
(Final) to Contract No. 14-46 Centennial Building Roof Replacement in the amount of 
$8,134.72 for a revised contract total of $201,751.72; authorize $8,134.62 to be paid from 
the 2014 Centennial Building Roof Replacement Capital Account project contingency; 
and direct the city manager to execute the change order on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Barking and Hawking Outside Downtown Businesses 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen the City Council direct staff to take such action 
relative to barking and hawking outside downtown businesses as determined appropriate 
by the City Council. 
 
After discussion, the Council directed staff to work on an ordinance establishing: 
parameters from Talbot’s property to Thomas Street and encompassing Creek Street and 
Married Man’s Trail; and drafting the ordinance taking into consideration Manager 
Amylon’s description of complaints staff receives of commercial establishments who 
have people within their doorway, outside their doorway or on the sidewalk that are 
soliciting business to come into the store.  
 
Mayor Williams said direction had been given to staff and no roll call was necessary. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1791 – Amending Subsection (f) of 
Section 14.40.060 of the Ketchikan Municipal Code 
Entitled “Payments” Relating to Harbor Fees and 
Charges – First Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1791 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Harris the City Council approve in first reading Ordinance 
No. 15-1791 amending Subsection (f) of Section 14.40.060 of the Ketchikan Municipal 
Code entitled “Payments” relating to harbor fees and charges; and establishing an 
effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Olsen, Karlson, Coose, Harris and Zenge voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 

100% Percent Design Development – Contract No. 13-21, 
Design Services for Phase IV of the Berths I and II 
Replacement Project, PND Engineers, Inc. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Zenge the City Council authorize 100% design 
development under Contract No. 13-21, Design Services for Phase IV of the Berths I and 
II Replacement Project, between the City of Ketchikan and PND Engineers, Inc. based on 
such design elements of the project as detailed in the Port and Harbors director’s report 
dated February 4, 2015 and as may be modified by the City Council.  
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Port and Harbors Director Corporon and Manager Amylon answered questions from the 
Council.  
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Harris to amend by removing the pavilion from the 
design. 
 
Motion to amend passed with Zenge, Coose, Harris, Olsen and Karlson voting yea; 
Sivertsen and Kiffer absent. 
 
Councilmember Olsen requested conceptual drawings of the building placed lengthwise 
on the port. 
 
Motion passed with Karlson, Harris, Olsen, Coose and Zenge voting yea; Kiffer and 
Sivertsen absent. 
 

Request to Declare Forfeit Firearms as Surplus, and 
Authorizing Exchange for Rapid Response Kits 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen pursuant to Section 3.12.070(b) of the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code, the City Council declare 53 forfeited firearms as surplus and authorize 
the city manager to dispose of said firearms in accordance to the assistant city manager’s 
memorandum dated February 10, 2015. 
 
Police Chief Bengaard answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Olsen, Karlson, Zenge and Harris voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 

Request for Waiver of Fees Associated with Marine 
Debris Cleanup From Gravina, Annette and Duke Islands 
– Airborne Technologies, Inc. 
 

Moved by Olsen, seconded by Harris the City Council direct staff to respond to the 
request of Airborne Technologies, Inc. for a waiver of fees associated with the disposal of 
marine debris collected during the 2015 summer season at the Deer Mountain Landfill as 
determined appropriate by the City Council. 
 
During the discussion, no councilmembers had any problem with the waiver of fees. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
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95% Design Development and Authorizing 100% Design 
Development – Contract No. 13-37, Thomas Basin Seawall 
Design, PND Engineers, Inc. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Harris the City Council approve 95% design development 
prepared under Contract No. 13-37, Thomas Basin Seawall Design, between the City of 
Ketchikan and PND Engineers, Inc. of Juneau, Alaska as detailed in the Port and Harbors 
director’s report dated February 11, 2015 and as may be modified by the City Council; 
and authorize 100% design development under the contract based on such design 
elements of the project as detailed in the Port and Harbors director’s report. 
 
On behalf of Councilmember Sivertsen, Councilmember Coose expressed concern about 
the size of the four-inch thick decking, that it was thicker than necessary. Port and 
Harbors Director Corporon said he would check on that aspect, and reported that the Port 
and Harbors Advisory Board recommended putting in more side panels on the gangways. 
He noted they were removed at the request of Historic Ketchikan at the 65% design level. 
After discussion, there were no objections to installing more side panels. 
 
Motion passed with Zenge, Coose, Harris, Olsen and Karlson voting yea; Kiffer and 
Sivertsen absent. 
 

Hole-In-The-Wall Harbor Reconstruction – 35% Design 
Review, Authorization to Proceed to 65% - PND 
Engineers, Inc. 
 

Moved by Karlson, seconded by Olsen the City Council accept the 35% design drawings 
and authorize staff to proceed to 65% design for Contract No. 14-42, Design of Hole-In-
The-Wall Harbor Reconstruction, incorporating all of the recommendations developed 
during the Port and Harbors Advisory Board meeting of February 10, 2015. 
 
Port and Harbors Director Corporon answered questions from the Council. Mayor 
Williams specifically addressed the breakwater, requesting staff present some estimates 
to fix it properly.  
 
Motion passed with Olsen, Karlson, Coose, Harris and Zenge voting yea; Kiffer and 
Sivertsen absent. 
 

Resolution No. 15-2585 – Encouraging the State of Alaska 
and Its Congressional Delegation to Put Forward Efforts 
for the Transfer of the Tongass National Forest Back to 
the State of Alaska – Councilmember Coose 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Karlson the City Council approve Resolution No. 15-2585 
encouraging the State of Alaska and its congressional delegation to put forward efforts 
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for the transfer of the Tongass National Forest back to the State of Alaska; and 
establishing an effective date. 
 
Councilmember Olsen commented that he felt this would never pass and the purpose that 
it supports will never more forward. He thought our efforts would be much better spent 
on a resolution imploring the federal government to speed up the process of making sure 
that Alaska gets the last of the 5+ million acres that we’ve been granted under statehood 
that we have submitted for approval, that hasn’t been awarded to us yet. He said if we get 
that it opens up around a million acres back into state and private hands in Southeast, and 
quite a bit more up north. He pointed out all the lands have been selected, but they are 
being held up because they haven’t gotten through the process yet. He said encouraging 
and pushing this will have much more success than this resolution, which will never get 
through. He thought we had that opportunity when we had a Republican-controlled 
House and Senate, and a Republican president, when the Roadless Rule didn’t even get 
overturned. He stated we should be pushing for the things we can get and working for 
solutions that are going to be able to be solved.  
 
Motion passed with Coose, Zenge, Harris and Karlson voting yea; Olsen voting nay; 
Sivertsen and Kiffer absent. 
 

Declaration of Public Emergency for Repair of Park 
Avenue Bridge Sewer Main, BAM LLC 

 
Moved by Harris, seconded by Olsen pursuant to Section 3.12.050(a)(7) of the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code, the City Council declare the procurement of the January 2015 repairs to 
the Park Avenue bridge sewer main by BAM LLC at a cost of $14,761.42 as a public 
emergency; approve funding from the Wastewater Division’s 2015 Sewer Main/Manhole 
Repair/Replace Capital Account; and direct the city manager to execute the contract 
documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Zenge, Coose, Harris, Olsen and Karlson voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 
VOUCHERS  
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen for approval of vouchers to Ketchikan Daily News 
in the amount of $775.00. 
 
Motion passed with Karlson, Harris, Olsen, Coose and Zenge voting yea; Kiffer and 
Sivertsen absent. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
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Schedule of General Government and KPU Appropriated 
Reserves Through the City Council Meeting of February 
5, 2015 

 

In his report, Manager Amylon provided the Council a schedule of the current balance of 
Appropriated Reserves of various funds of General Government and KPU through the 
City Council meeting of February 5, 2015. 
 

Contract No. 14-12, Bar Harbor Floats 1N & 9 
Replacement - Construction Meeting Minutes of January 
30 and February 6, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted copies of the minutes of the construction meetings held on 
January 30 and February 6, 2015 for the Bar Harbor Floats 1N & 9 Replacement Project. 
 

Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project – 
Owner/Executive Committee Meeting Summary Minutes 
of January 23, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon provided the minutes of the Owner/Executive Committee meetings that 
were held for the Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project on January 23, 2015, and 
included copies of the minutes. 
 

Museum Alaska 2015 Legislative Fly-In Report 
 

Assistant Manager Martin provided a report from Museum Director Simpson detailing 
the recent legislative fly-in she attended on behalf of Museums Alaska. 
 

Public Works Department Project Status Report – 
January 2015 

 
In his report, Assistant Manager Martin transmitted the project status report of the Public 
Works Department for the month of January 2015. 
 

Violation of Ketchikan Municipal Code Section 3.12 
Procurement Process During the Storm Event of January 
21, 2015 
 

Assistant Manager Martin outlined emergency repair of a sewer main attached to Park 
Avenue Bridge that occurred during the significant rain event on January 21, 2015, the 
subsequent emergency repair performed by a contractor, and the violation of the 
Ketchikan Municipal Code that was experienced as a result. At the meeting, this report 
was withdrawn and addressed as an item under New Business. 
 

Clerk and Manager Offices Relocation 
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Manager Amylon reported due to the carpet job at City Hall, the clerk and manager 
offices will be relocated to the Public Works building due to asbestos flooring removal.  
 

Participation in a Committee Relative to Marijuana Issue 
 

Manager Amylon reported that Manager Bockhorst is preparing a resolution for 
submission to the Cooperative Relations Committee proposing a committee be 
established on the marijuana issue. He said the Borough wanted to know if the City had 
any interest, to which he advised that staff would definitely be interested, and he felt 
there were probably one or more councilmembers who would want to be involved in that 
committee. He went on to say he didn’t know the details of the resolution or the kind of 
opportunities there would be, but we will find out more at the Cooperative Relations 
Committee.  
 
Councilmember Coose brought up the idea of having staff get together jointly with the 
Borough, put together either a draft ordinance or draft policy that we can deal with at the 
Cooperative Relations Committee, so he felt this went along with it. He thought we 
needed to look at something that day so the two bodies can pass something at the first 
meeting in March that specifically defines public places, which is the one that is going to 
impact us right now from a personal use standpoint. Mayor Williams said let’s see what 
the Borough brings forward. 
 
Manager Amylon continued by noting there have been some advertisements in the paper 
relative to paraphernalia associated with marijuana. He reported that while we have 
something on the books that prohibits paraphernalia, it has been in fact been rendered 
unenforceable by the initiative. He commented as long as you’re over 21, it is legal and 
there is not a lot we can do about it.  
 

Legislative Report 
 

Manager Amylon said an issue that staff has been working on for a couple of weeks and 
that came up at the Borough Assembly meeting is a report that came out in January called 
an Indirect Expenditure Report that was put together by the Legislative Finance Division 
at the direction of the Legislature. He went on to say one of the items that is being 
proposed in that report in the context of the State’s fiscal challenges is that the credits that 
the cruise industry is receiving for the local head taxes such as it pays in Ketchikan and 
Juneau be rescinded and that Juneau and Ketchikan no longer receive a portion of the 
State head tax. He said staff is working with our lobbyist and we have a draft letter to 
Senator Stedman and Representative Ortiz going out probably early next week. He 
reported staff is on top of it and is also looking at the industry’s case. He said staff is 
doing its best to make sure what we have is preserved. 
 
K.P.U. MANAGER’S REPORT 
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Project Status Reports of the KPU Operating Divisions – 
January 2015 
 

Assistant Manager Martin copied the Council with the project status reports of the KPU 
operating divisions for the month of January 2015. 
 

Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Turbines and 
Generators Installation Meeting Minutes of January 27, 
and February 3 and 10, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted the minutes of the Turbines and Generators Installation 
meetings that were held on January 27, and February 3 and 10, 2015. 
 

Report of February 9, 2015 Power Outage 
 

Assistant Manager Martin provided a memorandum from Electric Division Manager 
Donato regarding the power outage of February 9, 2015. 
 
CITY CLERK’S FILE  
 

Gaming Permit Application – Alaska Hotel & Lodge 
Association 

 
Clerk Suiter provided the gaming permit application for Alaska Hotel & Lodge 
Association. She noted if the Council wished to deny any application, a resolution could 
be prepared accordingly. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S FILE  
 

Report of Significant Activities for the Months of 
November and December 2014 and January 2015 – Office 
of the City Attorney 

 
Assistant Manager Martin transmitted a report from City Attorney Seaver relating to the 
significant activities for the months of November and December 2014 and January 2015. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS – None  
 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS  
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Request for Executive Session – Collective Bargaining 
Between the City of Ketchikan and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 

 
Moved by Olsen, seconded by Karlson the City Council declare that consistent with the 
city manager’s memorandum dated February 13, 2015 it is in the best interest of the City 
to discuss negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Ketchikan and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 in 
executive session; in accordance with that finding, the City Council go into executive 
session in accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(1) and (b)(2) and AS 44.62.310(c)(1) and 
(3) to discuss said negotiations and the auxiliary items described in the city manager’s 
memorandum dated February 13, 2015, which matters include the need to discuss 
subjects the knowledge of which would have an adverse impact upon the finances of the 
City and upon the City’s ability to negotiate favorable labor settlements. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Olsen, Karlson, Zenge and Harris voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 
The Council recessed into executive session at 9:00 p.m. and reconvened at 9:33 p.m. 
 
Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session City to discuss 
negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 and no action would 
be taken tonight. 
 

Request for Executive Session – Collective Bargaining 
Agreement Between the City of Ketchikan and the 
Ketchikan Professional Firefighters Association, Local 
2761, I.A.F.F. 

 
Moved by Harris, seconded by Olsen the City Council declare that consistent with the 
city manager’s memorandum dated February 2, 2015 it is in the best interest of the City 
to discuss negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Ketchikan and the Ketchikan Professional Firefighters Association, Local 2761, I.A.F.F. 
in executive session; in accordance with that finding, the City Council go into executive 
session in accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(1) and (b)(2) and AS 44.62.310(c)(1) and 
(3) to discuss said negotiations and the auxiliary items described in the city manager’s 
memorandum dated February 2, 2015, which matters include the need to discuss subjects 
the knowledge of which would have an adverse impact upon the finances of the City and 
upon the City’s ability to negotiate favorable labor settlements. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Zenge, Harris, Olsen and Karlson voting yea; Sivertsen and 
Kiffer absent. 
 
The Council recessed into executive session at 9:35 p.m. and reconvened at 9:45 p.m. 
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Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session to discuss 
negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
and the Ketchikan Professional Firefighters Association, Local 2761, I.A.F.F. and no 
action would be taken tonight. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
       Lew Williams III, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 
 
FYI ITEMS INCLUDED  
 
Women in Safe Homes Quarterly Activity and Financial Reports – October Through 

December 2014 
Southeast Senior Services’ Quarterly Activity and Financial Reports – October Through 

December 2014 
Lake Levels and System Generation Report for the Month of January 2015 
Water Utilization Study Reports – January 2015 
 
 
 
 


