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Regular Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:01 
p.m., March 19, 2015, with the following members present: Dick Coose, Kj Harris, 
DeAnn Karlson, David Kiffer, Matthew Olsen, Robert Sivertsen and Judy Zenge.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 
Staff present were Manager Amylon, Assistant Manager Martin, Finance Director 
Newell, City Attorney Seaver, Fire Chief Hoage, Museum Director Simpson, Port and 
Harbors Director Corporon, Police Chief Bengaard, Telecommunications Division 
Manager and City Clerk Suiter. 
 

    
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROTEST OF PACKAGE STORE LIQUOR 
LICENSE RENEWAL – 1ST CITY SALOON 

 

Mayor Williams called the public hearing on the protest of the package store liquor 
license renewal for 1st City Saloon to order at 7:02 p.m. and requested public testimony. 
 
Christopher Boyette, representing Gary Looney, owner of 1st City Saloon, informed the 
Council of the events regarding the business, stating that the owner planned to pay the 
property taxes in full next week.  
 

As there was no further testimony, Mayor Williams declared the public hearing closed at 
7:05 p.m. 
 

    
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mayor Williams said there was a letter from Ketchikan Youth Initiatives regarding 
community agency funding. 
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
Terence Erbele spoke in favor of the commercial solicitation restrictions. He felt there 
needed to be a curbing of what he sees occurring. 
 
Chuck Slagle expressed that there needed to be controls in general relating to hawking. 
He felt the ordinance was a step in the right direction, and thought the fairest way to 
approach it was to allow people to make the decision in a visual way relating to their 
purchases.  
 
Rob Sheer echoed much of what Mr. Slagle said, encouraging the Council to look at 
somehow addressing an opportunity to define development of economic opportunities on 
the dock.  



March 19, 2015 
 

2 

 
Susan Peters thanked the Council for the ordinance and asked them to support it and 
acquire the enforcement that is necessary to support it. She felt it was important to our 
community, saying it is not about people doing business, but rather how to do business. 
She spoke to enforcement measures Juneau is taking to cut down on hawking. 
 
Jane Blasingame spoke in support of the ordinance to prohibit hawking. She related her 
experiences in walking down the street, and encouraged the Council to prohibit hawking. 
 
Jim Cooney said in some cases the City of Ketchikan provides a first impression for the 
state of Alaska for its visitors. He felt the atmosphere is uncontrolled and questioned how 
we could treat visitors in that manner. He urged the Council to remember passengers 
have a short period of time to see and touch Ketchikan.  
 
Lynn Strauss spoke both for and against the hawking ordinance. He felt there was too 
much going on, but he thought there should be a round table to hear from the point of the 
tour operators who have been doing business for many years. He thought they should be 
invited into the discussion. 
 
George Lybrand spoke against allowing Layton Dawson to use the construction manager 
contingency, saying the subcontractor has done many jobs in Alaska and knew that Davis 
Bacon wages should be included in their bid. He alluded that another contractor has not 
been given the same consideration. He also said he gave the mayor a list of local people 
who are more than qualified for the job of Public Works director, but felt none of them 
would ever get appointed. 
 
John Warnock supported the proposed hawking ordinance, saying he works downtown in 
the summer and has been bombarded by sales people. He felt it gives the wrong 
atmosphere to Ketchikan. 
 
Jon Dorman said he knew the Council has received a lot of information regarding 
Resolution No. 15-2586 regarding the out-of-classification premium pay for the assistant 
fire chief. He reminded he was paid the premium pay because it is clearly stated in the 
Personnel Rules. He reminded there are special expectations for public safety and, 
therefore, there are special considerations made for them. He hoped the Council would 
come to consensus on the resolution, and said if it were handled differently he didn’t 
think it would have taken up so much of the Council’s time or that the issue would have 
been so convoluted. He said from the beginning the argument from the City has changed 
depending on what part of it he proved to be incorrect. He felt this was a personal attack 
and if it were only meant to be about fair treatment among the assistant managers, then he 
wondered why his personnel records, emails, memos and even his mailing address were 
made public. He felt the evidence was clear, and he thanked the Council for its time and 
consideration. 
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Deborah Hayden questioned how the hawking ordinance will be enforced, but hoped 
people who are affected will have a say in how it is created and enforced. She reminded 
she is an advocate for economic growth, however we don’t want a deterioration of life. 
 
Amanda Painter also spoke in favor of the hawking ordinance, feeling it was a matter of 
how we as a community want to be perceived and how we want to be remembered by our 
visitors. She felt hawking in the downtown core is offensive, and depends on location 
such as carnivals and amusement parks. She thought it was important to take this step. 
 
Terrence Robbins, representing Ketchikan Wellness Coalition, spoke regarding taxes on 
tobacco. He provided several statistics related to such, noting how much taxes contribute 
to the economy. 
 
Linda Millard addressed the hawking ordinance, encouraging the Council to pass the 
ordinance. She explained she walks to her office every day and over the past 20 years the 
character of downtown has changed dramatically. She didn’t want to feel like she didn’t 
want to be in her own home town. She also mentioned some of the shops put out very 
loud music and felt it was changing her quality of life. She urged the Council to look into 
fines that are progressively large.  
 
Julie Steiner and Spencer Strassburg spoke to an excise tax on tobacco, saying they didn’t 
feel it should apply to e-cigarettes. Mr. Strassburg said there is no tobacco in e-cigarettes, 
no equivalencies, and they shouldn’t be lumped into the same group. He felt there was no 
research that showed e-cigarettes have any health concerns. They felt the tax would make 
them non-competitive. 
 
Ernest Hamilton said he would like find out where to sign up to get some of the money 
the City is giving away to contractors.  
 
John Malouf spoke against the proposed hawking ordinance. He acknowledged there is a 
problem in town but felt the ordinance overreached and hurts the people who are trying to 
do a good job out there. He spoke to the leases he has that he will be prevented from 
using as well as the jobs that will be lost because of it. Mr. Malouf answered questions 
from the Council. 
 
Lois Munch pointed out that hawking is the order of the day in some places, but not 
Ketchikan. She said people are accosted as they walk down the street and word spreads 
pretty fast on the cruise ships.  
 
Robert Brown said the hawking issue is not expressed well enough with the ordinance. 
He felt the ordinance will affect businesses, and it would take away a primary level of 
competition. He thought it would make everyone equal, but not competitive. He said we 
still need to have some degree of soliciting. 
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Nils Utterback said the draft as it is written now will severely affect his business as it has 
operated for over 20 years. He discussed the process by which he secured leases to 
operate on private property, and he outlined the regulations he imposes on all his 
employees.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Williams suggested adding Ordinance No. 15-1792 concerning dock vendor 
leases and the procurement of 4G-LTE transport to Verizon Mobile Switching Center to 
the Consent Agenda; no objections were heard. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen approval of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of March 5, 2015. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Exempting the Procurement of Financial and Accounting 
System Annual Software Maintenance Agreement from 
Competitive Bidding/Written Quotation Requirements of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code – New World Systems 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen pursuant to subparagraph 6 of Section 
3.12.050(a) of the Ketchikan Municipal Code, the City Council exempt the procurement 
of the Finance Department’s financial and accounting system annual software 
maintenance agreement from the competitive bidding/written quotation requirements of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code; authorize the city manager to enter into an agreement for 
the purchase of such annual software maintenance agreement with New World Systems 
in an amount not to exceed $71,820; and approve funding from the Finance Department’s 
2015 Software Maintenance Services Account No. 635.04. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Budget Transfer – Contract No. 15-10, City Hall Flooring 
Asbestos Abatement, Southeast Environmental 
Construction LLC 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Contract No. 15-10, 
City Hall Flooring Abatement, between the City and Southeast Environmental 
Construction LLC in an amount not to exceed $15,090; authorize the transfer of $15,090 
from Appropriated Reserves of the Public Works Sales Tax Fund to the Building 
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Maintenance Division’s City Hall Carpet Replacement Capital Account; and direct the 
city manager to execute the contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Assignment of Tidelands Lease ADL 104817 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council authorize the city manager to 
sign an Assignment of Lease which security interests in Tidelands Lease ADL 104817 
are assigned to The Alvin and Shirley White Revocable Trust under such terms and 
conditions as the City of Ketchikan generally requires for such assignments. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Resolution No. 15-2587 – Supporting House Bill 52 and 
Senate Bill 61, Acts Establishing A Museum Construction 
Grant Program in the Department of Commerce, 
Community and Economic Development 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Resolution No. 15-
2587 supporting House Bill 52 and Senate Bill 61, Acts Establishing a Museum 
Construction Grant Program in the Department of Commerce, Community, and 
Economic Development; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1792 – Amending Subsection (c)(2) of 
Ketchikan Municipal Code Section 13.09.025 Entitled 
“Lease of Dock Vending Locations” to Exempt Such 
Leases From the Requirements of Charter Section 5-17 – 
Second Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1792 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1792 amending Subsection (c)(2) of Ketchikan Municipal Code 
Section 13.09.025 entitled “Lease of Dock Vending Locations” to exempt such leases 
from the requirements of Charter Section 5-17; providing for the filing of referendum 
petitions; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
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Procurement of 4G-LTE Transport to Verizon Mobile 
Switching Center – Zayo Group, LLC 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve a five-year 
procurement agreement with Zayo Group, LLC for 4G-LTE transport from the Westin 
Building in Seattle to the Verizon Mobile Switching Center in Redmond, Washington at a 
total cost of $160,000 or $32,000 per year; authorize funding of $32,000 for the first year 
of the agreement from the Telecommunications Division’s 2015 Rents and Leases – 
Infrastructure Account No. 645.04; and direct the general manager to execute the contract 
documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Liquor License Renewal, Package Store – 1st City Saloon 
 
Moved by Olsen, seconded by Zenge the City Council withdraw the protest of the 
renewal of Package Store license – 1st City Saloon and approve the renewal of said 
license contingent upon satisfactory payment of delinquent property taxes prior to April 
10, 2015. 
 
Clerk Suiter said she understood the direction was to submit the protest if the taxes were 
not paid by April 10, 2015. This was confirmed by the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Kiffer, Olsen, Karlson, Coose, Harris, Sivertsen and Zenge voting 
yea. 
 

Resolution No. 15-2586 – Amending Section 5.5.2 of the 
City of Ketchikan Personnel Rules – Deferred from 
March 5, 2015 

 
The motion before the Council was: 
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Sivertsen the City Council approve Resolution No. 15-
2586 amending Section 5.5.2 of the Personnel Rules; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Sivertsen, Coose, Zenge, Harris and Olsen voting yea; Kiffer and 
Karlson voting nay. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Excise Tax on Tobacco/E-Cigarette Products 
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Moved by Zenge, seconded by Olsen the City Council direct the city manager to respond 
to the Ketchikan Gateway Borough/City of Ketchikan Cooperative Relations Committee 
regarding an excise tax on tobacco/e-cigarette products as determined appropriate by the 
City Council. 
 
Manager Amylon recounted that the Cooperative Relations Committee requested 
direction from the Assembly and the Council as to whether there was interest in assessing 
an excise tax on tobacco and e-cigarette products. He said if there is interest, what would 
the Council like to see those funds used for, perhaps a specific purpose. He stated there 
was discussion at the meeting of the possibility of using a portion of it to fund community 
agency grants or perhaps using a portion of it to fund hospital debt. He said staff is 
looking for any input from the Council relative to whether the Council is interested is 
assessing the tax and what the revenues might be used for. He explained this would then 
be taken back to the Cooperative Relations Committee.  
 
Councilmember Olsen expressed his preference that the tax should go into the General 
Fund; otherwise the allocation for the hospital sales tax should be reduced if it were 
dedicated for such. He felt an important thing is that the tax level inside and outside the 
city limits should be the same.  
 
Manager Amylon felt if it was the consensus of the City and Borough to assess the tax, 
would they want it assessed on an areawide basis and how would the funds be distributed 
between the City and the Borough on that areawide tax that is collected. Mayor Williams 
felt the easiest way to do it was to do a tax inside the City and a non-areawide tax outside 
City limits.  
 
Councilmember Sivertsen felt if it was an excise tax we may need to dedicate the tax, and 
he thought that is what is happening with the marijuana tax at this particular point in 
time. He mentioned it was his understanding they are talking about the need to dedicate it 
to a source in order to establish it, although he didn’t know all the legalities. He felt that 
at the Cooperative Relations meeting, the members wanted to make sure both bodies 
were in favor of moving forward with it and at that point hopefully get the appropriate 
people together to discuss how to put it together. 
 
Councilmember Harris said he agreed with Mr. Strauss about the e-cigarette part, saying 
he was not sure it was a cigarette. He also said he was curious that if we were doing this 
to cigarettes, why aren’t we doing it to alcohol? He said he would like to talk about that 
as well.  
 
In response to Mayor Williams, Manager Amylon said if he understands the direction, 
there is consensus by the Council that they are interested in potentially pursuing an excise 
tax on tobacco and e-cigarette products. He commented the preference is that it would be 
dedicated to the General Fund if it doesn’t have to be dedicated for a specific purpose as 
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an excise tax. He said the amount and whether it will be areawide or non-areawide will 
be subject to further discussion. This understanding was confirmed by the Council.  
 
 

Ketchikan Gateway Borough Policy Papers 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Kiffer the City Council direct the city manager to take 
such action regarding the 2014 Ketchikan Gateway Borough policy papers as determined 
appropriate by the City Council. 
 
Councilmember Coose said he thought the information was good, although he hasn’t had 
a chance to digest everything. He said it can be brought back at the point in time when 
something might be considered.  
 
Mayor Williams said no roll call was needed. 
 

Amendment No. 1 to Contract No. 14-35 – Berth III Site 
Improvements, PND Engineers, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Amendment No. 1 to 
Contract No. 14-35, Berth III Site Improvements, between the City of Ketchikan and 
PND Engineers, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $7,600; authorize funding from the Port 
Department’s Berth III Expansion Joint Replacement Capital Account; and direct the city 
manager to execute the amendment on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Port and Harbors Director Corporon answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Karlson, Harris, Olsen, Kiffer, Coose, Sivertsen and Zenge voting 
yea. 
 
The Council took a break at 9:00 p.m. and reconvened at 9:04 p.m. 
 

Change Order No. 1 (Final) to Contract No. 14-27 – 
Water Street No. 2 Bridge Repairs, P&T Construction, 
Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Karlson the City Council approve Change Order No. 1 
(Final) in the amount of $18,510 to Contract No. 14-27, Water Street No. 2 Bridge 
Repairs, between the City and P&T Construction, Inc.; authorize funding from the Streets 
Division’s Water Street Trestle No. 2 Replacement Capital Account; and direct the city 
manager to execute the change order on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Paul Hamilton and Manager Amylon answered questions from the Council. 
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Motion failed with Harris, Olsen and Sivertsen voting yea; Karlson, Kiffer, Coose and 
Zenge voting nay. 
 
Moved by Zenge, seconded by Harris for immediate reconsideration. 
 
Motion to reconsider passed with Coose, Sivertsen, Olsen, Karlson, Zenge and Harris 
voting yea; Kiffer voting nay. 
 
The motion before the Council was: 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Karlson the City Council approve Change Order No. 1 
(Final) in the amount of $18,510 to Contract No. 14-27, Water Street No. 2 Bridge 
Repairs, between the City and P&T Construction, Inc.; authorize funding from the Streets 
Division’s Water Street Trestle No. 2 Replacement Capital Account; and direct the city 
manager to execute the change order on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Olsen and Coose voting yea; 
Karlson voting nay. 
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Karlson for immediate reconsideration. 
 
Motion to reconsider failed with Karlson and Coose voting yea; Kiffer, Olsen, Harris, 
Sivertsen and Zenge voting nay. 
 

Lease Agreement Between the City of Ketchikan and the 
State of Alaska for the Ketchikan Youth 
Detention/Diagnostic and Treatment Facility 
 

Moved by Zenge, seconded by Karlson the City Council direct staff to take such action 
regarding the cessation of detention services at the Ketchikan Regional Youth Facility as 
determined appropriate by the City Council. 
 
Manager Amylon said the City has gotten the attention of the State. He explained in 
discussions with our lobbyist and Senator Stedman’s office, the most appropriate step 
would be to invite representatives of the department down with a request to discuss the 
lease, and at that time formally express our concern that the detention component of the 
facility is going away. He said if the Council concurs, let them know that it is our 
position that we put up the land, we put up a significant amount of financial investment 
along with the Borough to have a facility for local youth for detention diagnosis and 
treatment. He continued to undermine that would not be in the best interest of Ketchikan. 
 
Manager Amylon said he was in Ketchikan at the time that project was conceived and it 
took a lot of effort to bring it to fruition, and it was clearly recognized by all parties that, 
to have the maximum of potential for recovery, the purpose was to keep our young 
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people in town and have treatment services available to them. He said it is not an 
appropriate step to take those who have to be detained north. 
 
Manager Amylon was directed to invite representatives to Ketchikan to discuss the issue. 
 

Public Works Department’s 2015 Programmed 
Maintenance of City Streets 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve the Public Works 
Department’s programmed maintenance of City streets for 2015 as detailed in the senior 
project engineer’s report dated March 9, 2015. 
 
Councilmember Coose suggested the City work with the U.S. Forest Service relative to 
the Deer Mountain trail parking lot, to see if we could squeeze a little money out of them 
to pave it. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Sivertsen, Olsen, Karlson, Zenge, Harris and Kiffer voting 
yea. 
 

Award of Contract No. 15-02 – Solid Waste Baler 
Replacement Project, Harris Waste Management Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council accept the bid of Harris Waste 
Management Inc. in the amount of $513,600 for Contract No. 15-02, Solid Waste Baler 
Replacement Project; establish a ten percent contingency in the amount of $51,360, 
bringing the total project cost to $564,960; authorize funding from the Solid Waste 
Division’s 2015 Baler Replacement Capital Account; and direct the city manager to 
execute the contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Solid Waste Division Supervisor Neeley answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 

Request to Utilize the Construction Manager’s 
Contingency to Pay for State Prevailing Wage Rates 
Associated with the Erection of Steel – Contract 13-38A, 
Construction Services for the Ketchikan Medical Center 
Expansion Project, Layton Dawson Joint Venture 
Constructors 
 

Moved by Harris, seconded by Zenge the City Council authorize the city manager to 
enter into a settlement agreement with Layton Dawson Joint Venture Constructors 
allowing the drawdown of construction manager’s contingency under Contract No. 13-
38A as detailed in staff’s report dated March 11, 2015. 
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Manager Amylon answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Kiffer, Olsen, Coose, Harris and Zenge voting yea; Karlson and 
Sivertsen voting nay. 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1793 – Creating a New Chapter 9.54 
Entitled “Off-Premises Commercial Solicitation 
Restrictions” – First Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1793 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in first reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1793 creating a new Chapter 9.54 entitled “Off-Premises Commercial 
Solicitation Restrictions”; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Mayor Williams felt there may be a better way to deal with this without punishing those 
who are doing things right. He hoped there could be more discussions. He also brought 
up how this ordinance would affect Berth IV operations.  
 
Councilmember Kiffer said this is not a new issue, although we need some sort of stick to 
prevent it from getting worse.  
 
Councilmember Coose said soliciting needs to be done off the sidewalks and the Council 
needs to move forward with these two ordinances.  
 
Councilmember Olsen agreed with Mr. Coose, saying we need to move this forward as 
tourist season starts at the end of April. He felt that passing it tonight allows for 
additional input.  
 
Councilmember Sivertsen felt there should be a way to address the situation for those 
who have been running a business for a number of years under an awning with little to no 
problems.  
 
In response to Councilmember Olsen, Lynn Strauss said it would help to remove the 
portion of the ordinance that limits solicitation to an enclosed structure.  
 
Motion passed with Sivertsen, Coose, Zenge, Harris, Olsen, Kiffer and Karlson voting 
yea. 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1794 – Amending Section 9.56.040 of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code Entitled “Obstructing 
Public Ways”; Adding a New Section 9.56.055 to the 
Ketchikan Municipal Code Entitled “Vending on 
Sidewalks from Private Property” – First Reading 
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Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1794 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Coose the City Council approve in first reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1794 amending Section 9.56.040 of the Ketchikan Municipal Code 
entitled “Obstructing public ways”; adding a new Section 9.56.055 to the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code entitled “Vending on sidewalks from private property”; and establishing 
an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Zenge, Coose, Kiffer, Harris, Sivertsen, Olsen and Karlson voting 
yea. 
 

Amendment No. 4 to Contract No. 13-37 – Thomas Basin 
Seawall Design, PND Engineers, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council authorize the city manager to 
enter into Amendment No. 4 to Contract No. 13-37, Thomas Basin Seawall Design, 
between the City and PND Engineers, Inc. of Juneau, Alaska in an amount not to exceed 
$15,750, bringing the total contract amount to $544,775; and approve funding from the 
2015 Tourism and Economic Development Department’s Thomas Basin Seawall 
Improvements Capital Account. 
 
Port and Harbors Director Corporon answered questions from the Council. 
 
Motion passed with Karlson, Harris, Olsen, Kiffer, Coose, Sivertsen and Zenge voting 
yea. 
 

Contract No. 14-37 – Solid Waste Transport and Disposal 
Services and Recyclable Materials Transport and 
Processing Services, Regional Disposal Company, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Contract No. 14-37, 
Solid Waste Transport and Disposal Services and Recyclable Material Transport 
Processing Services Agreement, between the City of Ketchikan and Regional Disposal 
Company; authorize funding from the Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling Divisions’ 
Disposal Services Accounts Nos. 635.09 and 635.09; and direct the city manager to 
execute the agreement on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen recounted some of the issues being presented with the new 
contract, including: a thirty-three percent rate hike; up to a sixteen percent fuel charge; a 
new charge from the freight company for staging a container at the landfill; a large 
warehouse facility to stack materials until there is a container load; separation of glass; a 
compost program; some sort of system to promote recycling; regional prospects for solid 
waste; new baling system; and a rate review.  
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Motion passed with Coose, Sivertsen, Olsen, Karlson, Zenge, Harris and Kiffer voting 
yea. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen asked staff to begin looking at some of the issues he addressed. 
 
VOUCHERS  
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Karlson for approval of vouchers to Ketchikan Daily 
News in the amount of $620.00. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Karlson, Olsen and Coose voting 
yea. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Schedule of General Government and KPU Appropriated 
Reserves Through the City Council Meeting of March 5, 
2015 

 

In his report, Manager Amylon provided the Council a schedule of the current balance of 
Appropriated Reserves of various funds of General Government and KPU through the 
City Council meeting of March 5, 2015. 
 

Response to Comments on the Department of 
Transportation & Public Facilities’ Preliminary 
Engineering Report – Front, Mill and Stedman Streets 
Reconstruction Project 
 

Manager Amylon forwarded a response from DOT/PF regarding the City’s comments on 
the Front, Mill and Stedman Streets Reconstruction Project. 
 

Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project – 
Owner/Executive Committee Meeting Summary Minutes 
of February 13 and 20, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon provided the minutes of the Owner/Executive Committee meetings that 
were held for the Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project on February 13 and 20, 
2015, and included copies of the minutes. 
 

Removal of Dangerous Tree from City Property Adjacent 
to 3346 Denali Avenue 
 

Manager Amylon provided a report from Acting Public Works Director Corporon 
regarding a request to remove a tree that is on City property adjacent to the residence at 
3346 Denali Avenue. He noted his intent to authorize its removal unless the Council has 
objections. 
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Ketchikan Visitors Bureau 2014 Spirit of Alaska Award – 
Totem Heritage Center Tour Guide Larry Reed 
 

Manager Amylon included a memorandum from Museum Director Simpson in which 
Ms. Simpson reported that seasonal Tour Guide Larry Reed received the Ketchikan 
Visitors Bureau’s 2014 Spirit of Alaska Award. Ms. Simpson pointed out the award is 
presented to an individual or organization whose friendliness and service to visitors 
exemplifies Ketchikan’s high standards for hospitality. 
 

Public Works Department Project Status Report – 
February 2015 

 
In his report, Manager Amylon transmitted the project status report of the Public Works 
Department for the month of February 2015. 
 

Schoenbar Creek Culvert Condition Assessment 
 

In response to Councilmember Karlson, Manager Amylon included a report from 
Assistant Public Works Director Brakke regarding a condition assessment of the 
Schoenbar Creek Culvert. Mr. Brakke reminded the repair of the culvert had been 
included in the greater Schoenbar Water and Sewer Main Replacement Project for which 
voters at the last regular election authorized incurring thirty percent of the cost through 
bonds if the balance of funding had been awarded under the Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s Municipal Matching Grant Program. He commented that 
unfortunately the project did not qualify for funding in the SFY 2016 Capital Budget. 
Acting Public Works Director Corporon answered questions from the Council. 
 

City Hall Carpet Installation 
 

Manager Amylon reported the city manager’s and clerk’s offices are back at City Hall 
after the carpet installation. He said the crews from the Streets, Building Maintenance, 
and Engineering Divisions are an incredible group of people who took care of us and who 
worked hard to keep the City Hall Carpeting Project moving forward. 
 
K.P.U. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Project Status Reports of the KPU Operating Divisions – 
February 2015 
 

Manager Amylon copied the Council with the project status reports of the KPU operating 
divisions for the month of February 2015. 
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Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Turbines and 
Generators Installation Meeting Minutes of February 24, 
and March 3 and 10, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted the minutes of the Turbines and Generators Installation 
meetings that were held on February 24, and March 3 and 10, 2015. 
 

Funding of Payments Required by the Whitman Lake 
True-up Agreement Between the City and Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency – Councilmember Sivertsen 
 

Manager Amylon informed the Council that various options for the funding of payments 
required by the Whitman Lake True-up Agreement won’t be available until the Council 
meeting of April 2, 2015 due to other time sensitive issues being addressed by the 
Finance director. 
 
CITY CLERK’S FILE – None  
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S FILE – None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Councilmember Harris requested an agenda item related to an excise tax on alcoholic 
beverages. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen asked the Police Chief to bring back an item regarding the 
drug dog, especially in light of the newly adopted law on marijuana. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Coose reported he attended Southeast Conference the past couple of 
days and it was a pretty good session. He said probably the biggest thing for us was the 
discussion with Captain McKelvey about the Marine Highway System, as well as the 
Timber Committee working to get something rolling there.  
 
Councilmember Kiffer questioned the “monster” cruise ships coming to Alaska, and Port 
and Harbors Director Corporon said it is not a done deal yet but they are looking at two 
stops. He pointed out the difference on this one is it is the first one that has an expanded 
area on the back deck that sticks out about 15 feet. He discussed some potential plans for 
the future regarding accommodation of these larger ships. 
 
Mayor Williams asked if anyone would visit KTKN for the radio show tomorrow, and 
Councilmember Coose offered. He also discussed the issue of Borough related permits 
concerning hawking and solicitation with the city attorney. 
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OTHER NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS – None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
       Lew Williams III, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 
 
FYI ITEMS INCLUDED  
 
Unapproved Minutes of the February 27, 2015 Ketchikan Gateway Borough/City of 

Ketchikan Cooperative Relations Committee Meeting 
Lake Levels and System Generation Report for the Month of February 2015 
Water Utilization Study Reports – February 2015 
 


