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Regular Ketchikan City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:00 
p.m., April 2, 2015, with the following members present: Dick Coose, Kj Harris, 
Matthew Olsen, Robert Sivertsen and Judy Zenge. Councilmember David Kiffer arrived 
at 7:30 p.m. and Councilmember DeAnn Karlson was absent. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all persons in the Chambers. 
 
Staff present were Manager Amylon, Assistant Manager Martin, Finance Director 
Newell, City Attorney Seaver, Fire Chief Hoage, Human Resources Division Manager 
Miller, Port and Harbors Director Corporon, Police Chief Bengaard, Electric Division 
Manager Donato, Water Division Manager Kleinegger and City Clerk Suiter. 
 

    
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION NO. 15-2588 – AMENDING 
THE 2015 GENERAL GOVERNMENT OPERATING AND 
CAPITAL BUDGET TO PROVIDE A SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATION FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – 
STREETS DIVISION IN THE AMOUNT OF $141,810 

 

Mayor Williams called the public hearing on Resolution No. 15-2588 to order at 7:01 
p.m. and requested public testimony. 
 

As there was no testimony, Mayor Williams declared the public hearing closed at 7:01 
p.m. 
 

    
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Mayor Williams advised there was an updated list of appointments to the Building Code 
Board of Appeals.  
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
Hannah Ramiskey spoke in support of retaining the drug canine. She felt the dog would 
be valuable in schools and that we need to send the message that drugs are not allowed in 
schools.  
 
Ken Tonjes, representing Ketchikan Medical Center, informed they adopted a policy 
designating a clean air campus in 2005. He said in recent years there has been more and 
more smoking on hospital grounds, and the intent is to reinforce the policy more 
aggressively. He described the proposed plan for accomplishing this. 
 
Leslie Jackson, representing the Revilla Coordinated Transportation Coalition, expressed 
her support for two ADA taxis in town. She described how these would assist those with 
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mobility issues concerning travel, and said it really closes a current gap for this 
population. 
 
Several people addressed the Council in support of Ordinance No. 15-1793, “Off 
Premises Commercial Solicitation Restrictions,” including: Susan Peters, Richard 
Bartolatz (via a letter read by Susan Peters), Robert Wilson, Lois Munch, Terence Erbele, 
and Chuck Slagle. 
 
Other people spoke against the ordinance, including: Donald Westlund, Steve McDonald, 
Rob Scheer, John Malouf, Laurie Sparks, Mary Stephenson, Robert Brown, Johnny 
Gilson, Brian Salazar, and Terry Chandler. Both Mr. Scheer and Mr. Salazar volunteered 
to be on a committee to re-work the ordinance. 
 
Donald Westlund also expressed his support to keeping the drug dog in operation. 
 
The Council took a short break at 8:42 p.m. and reconvened at 8:50 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Kiffer approval of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of March 19, 2015. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Olsen and Coose voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 

Exempting the Procurement of an Additional All-Hazards 
Warning Siren from Competitive Bidding/Written 
Quotation Requirements of the Ketchikan Municipal 
Code – ATI Systems, Inc. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Kiffer pursuant to subparagraph (6) of Section 
3.12.050(a) of the Ketchikan Municipal Code, the City Council exempt the procurement 
and installation of an additional all-hazards warning siren from the competitive 
bidding/written quotation requirements of the Ketchikan Municipal Code; authorize the 
city manager to enter into an agreement for the purchase of such an all-hazards warning 
siren with ATI Systems, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $20,523.76; and approve 
funding from the Port Department’s 2015 All Hazards Siren Capital Account. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Olsen and Coose voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 

Resolution No. 15-2588 – Amending the 2015 General 
Government Operating and Capital Budget to Provide a 
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Supplemental Appropriation for the Public Works 
Department – Streets Division in the Amount of $141,810 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Kiffer the City Council approve Resolution No. 15-
2588 amending the 2015 General Government Operating and Capital Budget to provide a 
supplemental appropriation for the Public Works Department – Streets Division in the 
amount of $141,810; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Olsen and Coose voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 

Budget Transfer – Public Works Warehouse Lighting 
Upgrade Project 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Kiffer the City Council authorize the city manager to 
transfer $10,000 from the Garage & Warehouse Division’s 2015 Stormwater Drainage 
Improvements Capital Account to the Garage & Warehouse Division’s Lighting Upgrade 
Capital Account. 
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Kiffer, Olsen and Coose voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1793 – Creating a New Chapter 9.54 
Entitled “Off-Premises Commercial Solicitation 
Restrictions” – Second Reading 

 
Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1793 were available for all persons present. 
 
Moved by Coose, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1793 creating a new Chapter 9.54 entitled “Off-Premises Commercial 
Solicitation Restrictions”; and establishing an effective date. 
 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen to table consideration of this ordinance until 
November 1. 
 
Motion to table until after the season passed with Kiffer, Olsen, Coose, Harris, Sivertsen 
and Zenge voting yea; Karlson absent. 
 

Manager Amylon questioned if it was Council’s intent to have staff move forward with 
formulating a committee to address the issue now, and this was confirmed by the 
Council. 
 

Ordinance No. 15-1794 – Amending Section 9.56.040 of 
the Ketchikan Municipal Code Entitled “Obstructing 



April 2, 2015 
 

4 

Public Ways”; Adding a New Section 9.56.055 to the 
Ketchikan Municipal Code Entitled “Vending on 
Sidewalks from Private Property” – Second Reading 

 

Copies of Ordinance No. 15-1794 were available for all persons present. 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve in second reading 
Ordinance No. 15-1794 amending Section 9.56.040 of the Ketchikan Municipal Code 
entitled “Obstructing public ways”; adding a new Section 9.56.055 to the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code entitled “Vending on sidewalks from private property”; and establishing 
an effective date. 
 

Motion passed with Sivertsen, Coose, Zenge, Olsen and Kiffer voting yea; Harris voting 
nay; Karlson absent. 
 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions 
 

Mayor Williams put forward the following names as appointments: 
 

Building Code Board of Appeals 
Samuel Thornton (alternate, expires 2020) 

Tim Whiteley (alternate, expires 2020) 
George Lybrand (re-appointment, expires 2018) 

Hugh Hall (re-appointment, expires 2019) 
Andrew Tagliaferri (re-appointment, expires 2020) 

Stephen Peters (re-appointment, expires 2019) 
Don Loughman (re-appointment, expires 2020) 

 

Museum Advisory Board 
Alaire Stanton (re-appointment, expires 2018) 

 

Councilmember Olsen objected to the appointment of Mr. Lybrand due to his antagonism 
toward staff. Mayor Williams asked for four hands of approval for appointing Mr. 
Lybrand, and at least four were shown. There were no objections to the other appointees. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Public Works Director/Engineering Manager Recruitment 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Zenge the City Council authorize the city manager to 
negotiate a professional services agreement with a recruitment firm to fill the position of 
Public Works Director/Engineering Manager, said agreement to be submitted to the City 
Council for formal consideration and approval. 
 

Motion failed with Zenge, Coose, Kiffer, Harris, Sivertsen and Olsen voting nay; Karlson 
absent. 
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The Council gave four-hands direction to the manager to contact Ralph Andersen and 
Associates, look at splitting the position of Public Works Director and Engineering 
Manager and coming back with potential job descriptions, and see how that would be 
managed with City staffing levels. Councilmember Olsen said he would rather do the job 
descriptions in-house. 
 

Application for Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity – Ketchikan Yellow Taxi, Inc. – Request for 
Public Hearing 
 

Moved by Kiffer the City Council set a public hearing on the matter of the application of 
Ketchikan Yellow Taxi, Inc. for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, such 
public hearing to be held in the City Council Chambers on April 16, 2015. 
 

As no second was heard, Mayor Williams declared the motion dead. 
 

Award of Contract No. 15-08 – Pre-Engineered Metal 
Building, Dawson Construction, Inc. 
 

Moved by Coose, seconded by Sivertsen the City Council accept the bid of Dawson 
Construction, Inc. in the amount of $139,000 for Contract No. 15-08, Pre-Engineered 
Metal Building, authorize funding from the Water Division’s UV and Chloramination 
Water Treatment Plant Improvements Capital Account; and direct the general manager to 
execute the contract documents on behalf of the City Council. 
 

Water Division Manager Kleinegger answered questions from the Council. 
 

Motion passed with Harris, Olsen, Kiffer, Coose, Sivertsen and Zenge voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 

Funding of Payments Required by the Whitman Lake 
True-up Agreement Between the City and Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency – Councilmember Sivertsen 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Zenge the City Council direct staff to take such action 
regarding funding of Whitman Lake True-up Agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
and the Southeast Alaska Power Agency as determined appropriate by the City Council. 
 

After discussion, the Council gave direction that Option No. 2, include the annual true-up 
payment as a line item in the Electric Division’s annual budget, be pursued. No vote was 
required. 
 

Electric Systems Manager/Engineer Recruitment 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Zenge the City Council authorize the general manager 
to negotiate a professional services agreement with a recruitment firm to fill the position 
of Electric Systems Manager/Engineer, said agreement to be submitted to the City 
Council for formal consideration and approval. 
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Manager Amylon and Electric Division Manager Donato answered questions from the 
council. 
 
Motion passed with Coose, Sivertsen, Olsen, Zenge, Harris and Kiffer voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 

Change Order No. 2 to Contract No. 14-33, Engineering 
Services in Support of ADEC’s Compliance Order by 
Consent, CH2M Hill 
 

Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council approve Change Order No. 2 to 
Contract No. 14-33 between the City and CH2M Hill for engineering services in support 
of ADEC’s Compliance Order by Consent at a cost not to exceed $150,000; authorize 
funding from the Water Division’s UV and Chloramination Water Treatment Plant 
Improvements Capital Account; and direct the general manager to execute the change 
order on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Manager Amylon answered questions from the Council.  
 
Motion passed with Harris, Zenge, Sivertsen, Olsen and Coose voting yea; Kiffer voting 
nay; Karlson absent. 
 
VOUCHERS  
 
Moved by Kiffer, seconded by Olsen for approval of vouchers to Ketchikan Daily News 
in the amount of $5,871.91. 
 
Motion passed with Kiffer, Olsen, Coose, Harris, Sivertsen and Zenge voting yea; 
Karlson absent.  
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Schedule of General Government and KPU Appropriated 
Reserves Through the City Council Meeting of March 19, 
2015 

 

In his report, Manager Amylon provided the Council a schedule of the current balance of 
Appropriated Reserves of various funds of General Government and KPU through the 
City Council meeting of March 19, 2015. 
 

Police Department Canine Activity Reports – January 
and February 2015 
 

Manager Amylon provided copies of the January and February 2015 reports of the Police 
Department canine activities. 
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Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project – 
Owner/Executive Committee Meeting Summary Minutes 
of March 6 and 13, 2015 
 

Manager Amylon provided the minutes of the Owner/Executive Committee meetings that 
were held for the Ketchikan Medical Center Expansion Project on March 6 and 13, 2015, 
and included copies of the minutes. 
 

Big Thorne Timber Sale Litigation Update 
 

Manager Amylon included a copy of Judge Ralph Beistline’s decision in the matter of the 
proposed Big Thorne timber sale denying SEACC’s and Cascadia’s Summary Judgment 
motions. He also attached an email from Attorney Jim Clark informing an appeal with the 
Ninth Circuit Court is still possible. 
 

Status of Police Department Scent Detection Canine 
Program 
 

At the request of Councilmember Sivertsen, Manager Amylon attached a memorandum 
from Police Chief Bengaard. Chief Bengaard’s memorandum recommended cessation of 
the Police Department canine detection program due to the legalization of marijuana and 
the constraints this applies on the usefulness of the canine detection program. Manager 
Amylon commented it is his intent to terminate the program unless otherwise directed by 
the Council. 
 

During the meeting, Manager Amylon addressed comments he has heard over the last 
several days. With respect to the schools, he felt there was an assumption that at any 
given time we can take the canine into the schools and do surveillance. He said we can’t 
do that, which Chief Bengaard confirmed, saying it is a violation of the State of Alaska 
constitution. Chief Bengaard noted the canine is used more as a public relations aspect in 
the schools, and he continued to educate the Council on how the canine can be used and 
the difficulties that have come about with the passage of the marijuana law.  
 

After discussion, Mayor Williams said there doesn’t seem to be any consensus as to 
whether to keep the dog or not, and Manager Amylon said he would wait for further 
direction. In response to Councilmember Sivertsen, Manager Amylon said the numbers 
during the last year for keeping the canine, between the cost of care and the compensation 
in terms of wages and fringes, the additional cost to maintain the dog was just over 
$20,000. He also said if you factor in the wages and benefits for the handler, it is much 
more. Mayor Williams asked that it be an agenda item for the next meeting where the 
entire Council is present.  
 

Derelict and Foreclosed Properties 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted a report from Acting Public Works Director Corporon 
detailing the efforts undertaken by employees of the Streets Division to secure and clean 
up derelict and foreclosed properties within the City. 
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Inman Street Stairway Repairs 
 

Manager Amylon included a memorandum from Acting Public Works Director Corporon 
regarding the first phase of repairs to the Inman Street Stairway. 
 

Notice of Retirement – Public Defender 
 

Manager Amylon notified the Council of Attorney Dennis McCarty’s intent to retire from 
the practice of law effective June 30, 2015. He informed Attorney McCarty is presently 
under contract with the City to provide public defender services. He congratulated 
Attorney McCarty on his retirement.  
 

2016 General Government and KPU Budget Calendar 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted a memorandum from Finance Director Newell outlining a 
proposed budget calendar for the 2016 budget. Manager Amylon stressed it just doesn’t 
work for staff to present the KPU budget first, as both budgets have to be put together 
concurrently. Councilmember Coose requested a budget direction session so that staff can 
deal with Council-directed issues prior to receiving the budget. Mayor Williams 
requested a session be scheduled in July.  
 

House Bill 72 
 

Manager Amylon handed out information concerning House Bill 72 which contains an 
amendment that would put a hold on the distribution of all CPV funds collected in 2015. 
He informed he has been working with Senator Stedman’s office and our lobbyist, and 
our hope is we can get this reconciled when the Senate and House versions of the budgets 
are considered in conference. He went on to say if not, staff will be reporting back but 
with what we know is coming and the projects we have been talking about, if this cannot 
be restored we’re going to have to look to an alternative revenue source if we’re going to 
keep some of the projects that we’ve been looking at going forward.  
 
K.P.U. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

2015 “Best of the Northwest Award” for Overall 
Excellence in Public, Educational or Government 
Programming – Alliance for Community Media 
Northwest 
 

Manager Amylon informed the Council that KPU has received the 2015 “Best of the 
Northwest Award” for Overall Excellence in Public, Educational or Governmental 
Programming from the Alliance for Community Media Northwest. He also noted that 
KPU also received several other awards, and he congratulated the Sales, Marketing & 
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Customer Service and Telecommunications Divisions, as well as all of the KPU staff for 
their efforts that led to the Utility receiving these prestigious awards. 
 

Whitman Lake Hydroelectric Project – Turbines and 
Generators Installation Meeting Minutes of March 24, 
2015 
 

Manager Amylon transmitted the minutes of the Turbines and Generators Installation 
meetings that were held on March 24, 2015. In response to questions from 
Councilmember Sivertsen, Manager Amylon said the questions would better be 
addressed during an executive session, which he would schedule for the next meeting. 
 
CITY CLERK’S FILE – None  
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S FILE – None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None  
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Olsen commented about the Medical Center being a smoke-free zone, 
saying the issue comes up around schools as well. He said he understood people like their 
cigarettes, but there are state laws about where you can have tobacco. He noted he 
couldn’t count the number of time he has walked outside the school building and saw 
someone right outside the door smoking. He urged all smokers to follow the guidelines. 
 
Councilmember Sivertsen complimented the Streets crew on the work accomplished on 
Inman Street, commenting there are a whole bunch of stairways in the community that 
cause continued maintenance work. He pointed out there is a retiring public defender and 
we’re going to have to go out with an RFP to find a replacement. Manager Amylon 
informed the RFP is currently on the street. Councilmember Sivertsen went on to report 
about the Marijuana Advisory Committee meeting, saying it was off to a slow start. He 
described issues that will be on the Committee’s next agenda. 
 
Councilmember Harris said he was on the Marijuana Advisory Committee, saying it 
didn’t feel like anything got done. He acknowledged there is nothing that can be done 
about this, except wait for the State to make their decisions. He said at some point we 
might begin discussing things we might do once we can. He reported the reason for 
growing out his hair. 
 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS  
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Request for Executive Session – Collective Bargaining 
Between the City of Ketchikan and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 

 
Moved by Harris, seconded by Zenge the City Council declare that consistent with the 
city manager’s memorandum dated March 16, 2015 it is in the best interest of the City to 
discuss negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Ketchikan and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 in 
executive session; in accordance with that finding, the City Council go into executive 
session in accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(1) and (b)(2) and AS 44.62.310(c)(1) and 
(3) to discuss said negotiations and the auxiliary items described in the city manager’s 
memorandum dated March 16, 2015, which matters include the need to discuss subjects 
the knowledge of which would have an adverse impact upon the finances of the City and 
upon the City’s ability to negotiate favorable labor settlements. 
 
Motion passed with Sivertsen, Coose, Zenge, Harris, Olsen and Kiffer voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 
The Council recessed into executive session at 10:07 p.m. and reconvened at 10:18 p.m. 
 
Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session to discuss 
negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 1547 and no action would 
be taken tonight. 
 

Request for Executive Session – Collective Bargaining 
Between the City of Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan Public 
Utilities and the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, Local 1547 

 
Moved by Sivertsen, seconded by Olsen the City Council declare that consistent with the 
general manager’s memorandum dated March 16, 2015 it is in the best interest of the City 
to discuss negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of 
Ketchikan d/b/a Ketchikan Public Utilities and the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, Local 1547 in executive session; in accordance with that finding, the City 
Council go into executive session in accordance with KMC 2.04.025(a)(1) and (b)(2) and 
AS 44.62.310(c)(1) and (3) to discuss said negotiations and the auxiliary items described 
in the general manager’s memorandum dated March 16, 2015, which matters include the 
need to discuss subjects the knowledge of which would have an adverse impact upon the 
finances of the City and upon the City’s ability to negotiate favorable labor settlements. 
 
Motion passed with Zenge, Coose, Kiffer, Harris, Sivertsen and Olsen voting yea; 
Karlson absent. 
 
The Council recessed into executive session at 10:21 p.m. and reconvened at 10:38 p.m. 
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Mayor Williams said the Council has completed an executive session to discuss 
negotiations regarding a collective bargaining agreement between the City of Ketchikan 
d/b/a Ketchikan Public Utilities and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 1547 and no action would be taken tonight. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business, the Council adjourned at 10:38 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
       Lew Williams III, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Katherine M. Suiter 
City Clerk 
 
FYI ITEMS INCLUDED – None   
 


