
Bo  nner County Communications Advisory Board (BCCAB) Minutes - DRAFT

A Regular Meeting of the Bonner County Communications Advisory Board (BCCAB)
was held on Thursday, October 17th, 2013, at 1:30 p.m., in the Bonner County Sheriff’s 
Office Training Room.

Attendance: Beau Crawford, Bob Howard, Corey Coon, Daryl Wheeler, Marcus Robbins, 
Michael Hutter, Mike Nielsen, Rick Bailey, Robert Wakeley, Shannon Mitchell, Thor 
Wiegman.

I. Call To Order – The meeting was called to order at 13:34 by chair Wheeler. 

II. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes.  

Michael Hutter moved to approve the March 14, 2013 minutes. The motion was seconded
and all were in favor.

Bob Howard moved to adopt the agenda as amended. The motion was seconded and all 
were in favor.

III. Public Comment Period 

There were no public comments.

IV. Committee Updates:

1. Technical Advisory Committee – Thor Wiegman

a.  Communications Update
 Priest River Communication Site:

The Law Enforcement VHF channel is installed and operational. 
PRPD tested the channel, preventative maintenance, 
documentation and engineering are also complete.

 Clark Fork Communication Site:
The Law Enforcement VHF channel is in the testing phase (by 
the Sheriff's Office). 
The annual preventative maintenance is complete, as are 
improvements to the site grounding and power. 
Engineering & documentation are almost complete for this site.

 Courthouse Communication Site:
The license for Law Enforcement VHF frequency is complete. 
Filtering equipment is on it's way.
This site should be officially online approximately in December.



 Sandpoint Baldy Communication Site:
This Law Enforcement VHF channel is currently undergoing 
testing by the Sheriff's Office.
We have purchased the former Bonneville Power builidng from 
Northern Lights, which was cleaned up and repaired.
Industrial Communications has moved all the old equipment into 
the new building.
Annual preventative maintenance has been performed on the 
generator.

 Schweitzer Communication Site:
The EMS/Fire Dispatch radio received annual preventative 
maintenance.
New racks were installed, grounding is almost complete, the new
filtering system has been installed, and the generator was 
repaired.
Travel to this site is restricted.
The Law channel is expected to be operational in about three to 
four weeks.

 Sundance Communication Site:
The generator failed and was replaced, and the fuel replenished.

 Hoodoo Communication Site:
We now have a lease with Blue Sky Broadcasting.
We will be moving in the next 3 months from our old building 
with J&R Electronics into the Blue Sky Broadcasting building.
All repeaters received annual preventative maintenance.

 Little Blacktail Communication Site:
Annual preventative maintenance has been done, with 
documentation in progress.

 Samuels Communication Site:
VHF Law Enforcement is in progress and is expected to be 
operational in November.
Annual preventative maintenance has been done, with 
documentation in progress.

V. Unfinished Business:

1. Portable Radios – Daryl Wheeler & Chief Hutter

a. Chair Wheeler reminded everyone the bid for grant-funded portable 
radios was previously declined by the state.

b. Chief Hutter reiterated the need for portable radios:  Priest River (6), 
Ponderay (7), Sandpoint PD (25), and BCSO (50).

c. The previous quote numbers were re-visited, although the point was 
made by a representative from Valence that any old quote should not be 
considered currently valid in terms of pricing, and he recommended 



obtaining current bids (which may or may not include current 
sales/promotions).

d. Chief Hutter made a motion that the BCCAB	recommend	all	
unexpended	grant	funds	available	be	used	to	purchase	Law	
Enforcement	VHF	portable	radios.	The	motion	was	seconded	and	all	
were	in	favor.

e. Shannon	will	draft	a	letter	of	recommendation	for	the	BCCAB	
reflecting	the	above	motion	to	the	Board	of	County	Commissioners.	

 
At 14:24 p.m. Thor Wiegman made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded and 
all were in favor. 

Shannon Mitchell, Secretary


