
Bo  nner County Communications Advisory Board (BCCAB) Minutes

A Special Meeting of the Bonner County Communications Advisory Board (BCCAB)
was held on Thursday, November 20th, 2014, at 1:30 p.m., at the Sheriff's Office Training 
Room.

Attendance: Bob Howard, Bob Wathen, Brad Mitton, Daryl Wheeler, George Cordingly, Jay 
Baker, Marcus Robbins, Michael Hutter, Mike Nielsen, Ror Lakewold, Ross Crawford, Scott 
Grimmett, Shannon Mitchell, Tammy Klingler, Thor Wiegman.

I. Call To Order – The meeting was called to order at 1:32 p.m. by chair Wheeler. 

II. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes.  

Tammy Klingler moved to adopt the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded and 
all were in favor.

Tammy Klingler moved to adopt the previous meeting's minutes. The motion was 
seconded and all were in favor.

III. Public Comment Period 

There were no public comments.

IV. New Business

1.  Communication System Evaluation 
• The Communication System Evaluation by Karl Shoemaker, Independent

Consultant, was presented (Karl Shoemaker was not in attendance).
• Thor Wiegman was available to answer questions.
• Thor also had the previous two evaluations at the meeting.
• Feedback regarding the evaluation included:

◦ Functionality of the system was not covered
◦ The evaluation was worth-while for the inventory report
◦ The evaluation confirmed grounding issues
◦ The Sundance communication site was not evaluated due to time and 

weather constraints. It was noted Sundance is not part of the voting 
system.

◦ While comprehensive, the evaluation did not identify any major 
issues.

◦ Sandpoint Police Department reported their radios were working well
on the system at this time.

• Scott Grimmett from Industrial Communications stated the 
communication system for Priest River has improved due to testing. 
Hoodoo is fine. The Daniels repeaters weren't putting out power, so they 



weren't working. Industrial updated to latest firmware and replaced filter 
to fix. This was part of the annual site maintenance (not a result of Karl 
Shoemaker's evaluation).

• Thor encouraged everyone to continue to submit the Radio Help Form 
found on http://www.bonnercom.org.

• Chief Hutter inquired whether ISP, which uses 700 MHz, can be heard 
from other agencies (presumable using VHF). It was stated the State has 
purchased radios for interoperability so functionally they are able, but 
operationally they do not do this. It was also noted that talking on 700 
MHz costs a small fee (as oppose to listening, which is without charge).

2. BHS Grant Overview – Jay Baker, BHS Field Officer
• The 2011/12 grants are closed out.
• The 2013 grant closes in July; Bonner County has already committed 

their funds.
• The 2014 grants have 50% of the funds committed.
• BHS went through a major audit (five counties were audited).
• The Federal Government has become more strict regarding the grant 

process, which in turn makes BHS more strict on their end.
• In Spring of 2015 Bonner County may be monitored.
• For 2015 grants (beginning September), the process will change and no 

longer be done by formula.
• Local projects will need to be compiled into 100 projects or less.
• There will be a new guide out at the beginning of the year.
• Most likely, there will be 5 or 6 projects for this region, which will be 

interoperability projects.
• The application now is regionalized, but the grant itself is not regional.
• Ross Crawford will organize a meeting of the communication 

technicians. 
•
• A Quarterly meeting was suggested for radio technicians, lead by Thor 

Wiegman, in which subjects such as channel standardization and master 
frequencies should be discussed.

• The Fire Chiefs would like to have an additional representative to the 
BCCAB.

Thor Wiegman made a motion to adjourn at 1531. The motion was 
            seconded and all were in favor. 

Shannon Mitchell, secretary, BCCAB


