
J:\Planning\Administrative\Applications (Current)\Special Use Permit\Special Use Permit Cover Sheet.doc                              
Revised 2/15/11 
Page 1 of 1 

 

BONNER COUNTY 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

1500 Highway 2, Suite 208 
Sandpoint, Idaho  83864 

 
 
 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT INFORMATION 
 
What is a "special use permit?" 
 
A special use permit is a permit that provides for uses, events and structures of a temporary nature 
which would otherwise be prohibited in Bonner County.   
 
Why is a special use permit required? 
 
Occasionally uses are proposed in Bonner County that are not provided for within Bonner County's 
zoning districts.  Such uses include special events and temporary assemblages of 400 or more 
people, such as barter fairs, athletic events, concerts, etc.  A special use permit provides an 
opportunity to hold such events. 
 
How long does it take to process a special use permit application? 
 
Processing time is dependent on a number of factors, including the complexity of the project, the 
completeness of the application and the number of applications being considered by Bonner County 
at any given time.  Plan on a minimum of 120 days for the processing of the permit. 
 
How much does it cost to apply for a special use permit? 
 
The special use permit application fee is $400.00. 
 
Who prepares a special use permit application? 
 
Applicants either prepare the application themselves or hire a licensed land surveyor or registered 
civil engineer to serve as the project representative.  Detailed mapping and traffic/emergency plans 
are required which usually require a professional to prepare.  However, it is not required by Bonner 
County Revised Code that special use permit applications be prepared by a licensed land surveyor 
or registered civil engineer. 
 
Who reviews and approves a special use permit application? 
 
Planning Department staff reviews special use permit applications for consistency with Bonner 
County Revised Code.  Applications will also be reviewed by local, state and federal agencies for 
conformity with local, state and federal guidelines.  If additional information is required by either 
Bonner County or any reviewing agency, planning staff will forward this request for information to 
the applicant.  After all reviews are complete, the project will be acted on by the County 
Commissioners at a public hearing. 


