
or searching for prey.

Badgers are the quintessential 
diggers. Their long, sharp, front 
claws are shaped like small 
shovels that help them move 
large amounts of dirt with 
surprising speed. They often reuse 
a den of prey they have found and 
widen it out with their impressive 
claws. A signature badger den 
often has large amounts of soft, 
unearthed soil near the entrance. 
Badgers use their unique claws 
not only to make their home, 

but also as their primary hunting 
tools, since most of their prey 
resides underground. Badgers 
hunt pocket gophers, ground 
squirrels, deer mice, voles, moles, 
burrowing owls, salamanders, 
lizards, skunks, snakes (even 
rattlesnakes), and insects.

Being members of the mustelidae 
family that includes animals 
like the weasels, ferrets, otters, 
and wolverines, badgers are 
quite intelligent.  They use this 
intelligence to employ clever 
hunting techniques, increasing 
their odds of success. They have 
been documented using rocks to 
block off exits to ground squirrel 
burrows, leaving the exit that the 
badger digs down into as the 
squirrels’ only way out. 

Blocking exits is not the badgers’ 
only trick, however. Badgers have 
also been seen teaming up with 
coyotes to hunt ground squirrels. 
As the coyote approaches, the 
squirrel goes into the ground 
to avoid the predator. Then the 
badger digs into the squirrel’s 
burrow, giving it no place to hide.  
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The squirrel’s options are now 
to be eaten by the coyote above 
ground or be eaten by the badger 
below ground. Badgers have 
even more hunting tricks. They 
have been seen using their claws 
to bury or “cache” animals in the 
ground for later consumption. 
Caching is a technique used by 
several types of animals to store 
their food for later and to keep 
scavengers away from their food. 
There is even a documented case 
of a badger burying the carcass of 
an entire cow.  

As if burying massive mammals 
didn’t require enough digging, 
these “digging machines” are 
known to use several dens at 
once, sometimes in the same 
day. Some dens are used to raise 
young, some are used to store 
food, and others are used simply 
to sleep during the daylight 
hours. Badger dens are generally 

Badgers
With distinct black and white markings on their faces 
and unique, short legged, flattened bodies covered 
in brown fur, badgers can be easily identified by most 
people. However, badgers in the wild are seldom seen by 
human eyes. These elusive predators are highly nocturnal 
and spend much of their time underground digging or 
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Ranger-Led
Programs

Experience	nature	and	history	in	a	special	way.	Programs	are	
generally	1	-	2	hours	in	length.	A	$3	donation	is	requested.	A	$7	
parking	fee	is	charged	at	Sycamore	Grove	Park.

Arroyo Mocho Walk (Healthy Parks, Healthy People)
Saturday, February 3     11:00 am
Do you love being outside? Are you tired of the hustle and bustle of city life? Come explore nature in 

your own backyard! Meet Ranger Danny in the parking lot by the Ernie Rodrigues Softball Fields. We’ll 
take an easy walk on the paved path along the creek. This hike is perfect for anyone who enjoys a slow-
paced walk, but all are welcome! Ranger Danny will be there rain or shine.

Ranger Danny Haberman  Ernie Rodrigues Park (1505 S. Livermore Ave.)

Following the Bobcats
Sunday, February 4          3:00 pm
Fifteen-year-old wildlife photographer Vishal Subramanyan has been observing and photographing 

bobcats in Sycamore Grove Park since August of 2017. Join us at “The Grove” (the gathering area near the 
Wetmore Entrance) to see some of Vishal’s bobcat photos and hear the stories behind them. Afterwards, 
those interested can join us for a four-mile round-trip walk to visit some of the locations the photos were 
taken and look for bobcats. Cancelled if raining heavily, we will still meet if it is sprinkling.

Ranger Amy Wolitzer and Vishal Subramanyan         Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance

Friday Night Stars
Friday, February 9   6:00 pm
The skies are dark and the stars are bright for this special Friday night astronomy hike! We will walk 

about a mile into the park before checking out the winter skies with LARPD’s 8-inch reflecting telescope. 
Cancelled if raining. If it is cloudy we will go on a night hike with no telescope.

Ranger Glen Florey   Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Rd.)

Tracking Club
Saturday, February 10                  3:30 pm
As the rains come, they give us glorious mud and transform Sycamore Grove into a tracking wonderland. 

Come join Ranger Doug as we check out some great tracking spots and see what animals have been 
meandering by. Cancelled if raining heavily.

Ranger Doug Sousa   Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Rd.)
Continued	on	Page	3
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Ranger-led Programs (continued)

End-of-Day Birds
Saturday, February 17  3:30 pm
Come out for a late afternoon stroll along the creek to look and listen 

for birds grabbing a late snack before they hunker down for the night. 
Ranger Eric will be there rain or shine… will you?

Ranger Eric Whiteside  Sycamore Grove Park, 
     Arroyo Road Entrance

February Flowers
Sunday, February 18  1:00 pm
Spring begins early in California! Join Ranger Amy for a five-mile 

round-trip hike to see what’s blooming. We are likely to find blue dicks, 
buttercups, johnny jump-ups, and more. You’ll learn how to identify 
these as well as the new growth of other plants that have yet to bloom. 
Kids are welcome but strollers are not recommended due to potentially muddy trails and off-trail 
excursions. Cancelled if raining heavily, but we will hike if it is only sprinkling.

Ranger Amy Wolitzer    Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Rd.)

Château LARPD (RSVP required)
Saturday, February 24  10:00 am
I don’t want to shock anyone, but did you know that LARPD owns three prominent valley wineries?  Yes, 

the Dos Mesas, Olivina, and Ravenswood wineries are all on land operated by the District. However, it 
has been many years (in some cases over a hundred) since these wineries produced any wine. Join us as 
we visit the remains of these buildings and learn the history of their origins and owners, along with their 
influence on the valley. Please call (925) 960-2400 to reserve your space in the van. After the program 
you may wish to cross the street and visit the Wente restaurant for a more modern winery experience. 
Cancelled if raining.

Ranger Darren Segur   Sycamore Grove Park, Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Rd.)

Edible and Other Plants  (RSVP required)
Sunday, February 25   2:00 pm
A surprising variety of plants in our area have been used for everything from food and medicine to 

weapons and games. Join us to learn about how plants were used in previous times. We will enjoy a 
salad and some other edibles from items collected here in the park. Participants must RSVP by Tuesday, 
February 20th at (925) 960-2400. A $3 per person donation is requested. Cancelled if raining.

Rangers Dawn Soles and Doug Sousa Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area 
      (Ask for Directions when you RSVP)
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I answered the ranger office phone one summer 
morning and a youthful, soft-spoken, slightly 
accented voice said, “Umm yes, hello I was 
wondering if you have had any bobcat sightings 
in Sycamore Grove Park lately?” I gave a standard 
answer about how bobcats are seen frequently in 
Sycamore Grove Park... they don’t pose a threat to 
the safety of people but they’re really fun to see.
Just keep your distance and remember you are 
visiting their home...”  The young man thanked me 
and hung up. I would later learn that he already 
knew a great deal about bobcats and Sycamore 
Grove Park. 

Over the next few weeks, rangers continued to 
receive calls like this and we discussed amongst 
ourselves “What is up with this kid who is so 
obsessed with the bobcats?” It wasn’t until the third 
or fourth call that I asked the caller’s name. He told 
me his name was Vishal. A day or two later, scrolling 
through local Instagram photos, an amazing photo 
of a bobcat with a squirrel in its mouth caught 
my eye. The Instagram account name was “Vishal 
Subramanyan Photography.” I realized that the 
young man who had been calling was a budding 
wildlife photographer. His well-written captions 
made it clear he had done his research about 
bobcats in general and had an intimate knowledge 
of individual cats in the park, as well as tremendous 
respect for them.

Vishal may be only 15 but he is likely well on his way 
to becoming a professional wildlife photographer 
if that is what he chooses to do. And he has agreed 
to do the very first public showing of his fabulous 
bobcat photos at the Gathering Area in Sycamore 
Grove Park on February 4th at 3 pm! Vishal will tell 
the stories behind ten of his favorite bobcat photos. 
After the talk, those who are interested can join us 
on a 4-mile walk where we will visit some of the 
locations where Vishal took these photos. If we are 
lucky, perhaps we’ll even glimpse a bobcat or see 
their tracks.

We hope you can attend, but for now here area few 
of  Vishal’s photos and an interview we did by email.

Following the Bobcats

What	got	you	interested	in	wildlife	photography?

I have always been interested in wildlife and watched 
wildlife documentaries all the time. When my dad and 
I went to Alaska to see grizzly bears, I used my dad’s 
camera to take pictures. That is when I got hooked on 
wildlife photography.

Have	you	had	your	photos	published	or	won	
awards?

I have had my pictures published in a couple of 
magazines - Ranger Rick and Nature’s Best. I also 
won second place in the Nature’s Best Yellowstone 
Forever Contest for a photo I took of a black bear in 
Yellowstone.

Tell	us	about	the	ethics	and	practices*	you	think	
are	important	when	photographing	wild	animals.

Ethics are very important to me in wildlife 
photography. I never bait animals or use calls to lure 
them in. When photographing bobcats, I always keep 
a good distance, and if they show any signs of stress, I 
will stop photographing them and leave immediately. 
The safety and comfort of wildlife is the first priority.
*See page 6 for more about wildlife photography ethics

	Are	bobcats	your	favorite	creature	to	
photograph?	Is	there	something	about	them	that	
particularly	draws	you	in?

Bobcats are my favorite mammal to photograph. I am 

By Ranger Amy Wolitzer

Continued	on	Page	5
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fascinated by their behavior and love to observe them 
up close. And they are right here in our backyard!

What	is	something	you	think	might	surprise	
people	about	bobcats?

One thing that might surprise people about bobcats 
is when they are active. It’s a common belief that 
bobcats are nocturnal, and only active in the hours 
closest to dusk and dawn. However, In Sycamore, I 
frequently see bobcats mid-day. In fact I see them 
more in the middle of the day then I see them in early 
morning or late evening. 

Do	the	bobcats	in	Sycamore	Grove	Park	seem	less	
frightened	of	people	than	bobcats	you’ve	seen	
elsewhere?	If	so,	why	do	you	think	that	is?

Different bobcats have different tolerance levels. There 
is one cat in Sycamore that is very bold and frequently 
walks few feet away from me. Some cats in Sycamore 
bolt the moment they see people.  Sometimes, a cat 
will behave fearlessly one day, but be very skittish the 
next day. When the mothers have their kittens around, 
they are much more skittish compared to when they 
are by themselves. 

I have not seen too many bobcats in other parks, but it 
seems the Sycamore cats have gotten used to people 
walking the trails. Also since the park is fairly quiet 
with mostly locals visiting the park, they have not had 
too much to fear.

You’re	a	high	school	student,	so	we	can	imagine	
what	your	days	are	like	when	school	is	in	session,	
but	please	tell	us	about	a	typical	day	off	for	you.

On my days off school, I’ll try to go to Sycamore 
or other locations for photography typically early 
mornings or late afternoons.  I spend the rest of the 
day and a few hours each school day going through 
my photos, choosing the good ones, and processing 
them to share with friends and on social media.  I 
also learn about new photography gear and improve 
my photography skills through reading articles and 
watching how to videos.

What	are	your	plans	for	the	future?	Are	you	
planning	to	go	to	college?	Do	you	know	what	you	
would	like	to	study?

I’m not quite sure what my plans are for the future. I do 
plan to go to college, but I am not sure what I want to 
study yet.

Is	there	an	animal	you	would	like	to	photograph	
that	you	haven’t	had	a	chance	to	yet?

One animal I really want to photograph is the 
mountain lion, but I know they are a lot more elusive 
than the bobcats!

Following the Bobcats (Continued)

Vishal and his camera
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Keep Wildlife Wild
Responsible, Respectful 
Wildlife Photography

Upon visiting the Wetmore Road Entrance of 
Sycamore Grove Park, you may have noticed a recent 
addition to the park.  A local family approached us 
back in August at National Night Out with a great 
idea: wouldn’t it be cool if Sycamore Grove had one 
of those bike tool stations with a pump for public 
use? We wholeheartedly agreed, and the Bair family 
worked 
with us and 
the LARPD 
Foundation 
to make it 
a reality by 
donating 
the capital 
necessary 
to fund the 
project. 

We recently 
finished 
installation 
of the 
Dero Fixit 
bike repair 
station, 
which includes 
Philips and flat 
head screwdrivers, a variety of metric Allen wrenches 
and box wrenches, two tire levers, and a bike 

pump with 
air pressure 
gauge. The 
bike station 
is located by 
the Wetmore 
restrooms 
and is fully 
accessible to 
the public 
while the park 
is open. Thank 
you again to 
the Bair family 
for providing 
such a useful 
amenity for 
our park!

Bike Repair Station: 
Thank You Bair Family!

Sycamore Grove Park is home to a wide variety 
of exciting wildlife. They are a pleasure to 
observe in their natural habitat, and it can be 
equally exciting to come away with pictures of 
these wild animals to show to friends and family, 
or to post on social media. 

To safeguard these incredible creatures and 
their habitat, it is critical to remember that the 
well-being of the wildlife is more important 
than your experience and your photograph. 
While the majority of our park visitors treat the 
wildlife here with respect, we have received 
reports of instances in which local wildlife, 
including bobcats, have been boxed in and 
cornered by photographers hoping to get an 
amazing photograph. This type of disrespect 
not only puts undue stress on the animals, but 
can also be dangerous for them in the long run. 
When wildlife become too accustomed to being 
near humans, they can be at risk of becoming 
considered a danger to people. An animal may 
also one day get too close to a person who may 
wish to illegally capture or harm it. 

When photographing wildlife in open space 
parks, please remember:

•	 Always follow the rules & regulations of the 
park you are visiting. 

•	 Stay on the trail. Pursuing wildlife off-trail may 
be considered harassment.

•	 Use a telephoto lens to get close-ups. If you 
are close enough to scare an animal away, you 
are too close.

•	 Learn about your subjects. Realize that some 
birds you are hoping to photograph nest on 
the ground and that you could step on their 
eggs or nests. Some animals, such as deer, 
may abandon their young and flee due to 
human interference.

•	 You are visiting their homes, so please be 
considerate.  

The Bair family placed leaves in the 
setting concrete to create attractive 
impressions in the tool station base
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Badgers (continued)

quite large, averaging between four to six feet wide 
and between four to ten feet deep. Abandoned 
badger dens make great habitat for other animals 
that live in the earth. Sometimes other animals such 
as burrowing owls or ground squirrels, move into 
the badger den while it is away.  While these new 
tenants may have found a new home, it may be 
their last if the original owner returns. 

Though badgers are normally thought of as 
obligate carnivores (much like felines or birds 
of prey), this is not entirely true. A badger’s diet, 
while made up mostly of meat, also includes plant 
material like corn, peas, mushrooms, and green 
beans. Even delicious salad makings are not entirely 
safe from the badger! 

Though American badgers are widely considered 
fiercely ferocious animals, they are threatened by 
other predators. Occasionally, smaller badgers 
are hunted by coyotes, bobcats, golden eagles, 
gray wolves, bears, and mountain lions.  A badger 
can defend itself using its teeth or long claws. In 
extreme emergencies, it can release a foul-smelling 
musk. The badger will also release a series of hisses 
and growls intended to frighten off its attacker.  If 
it can make its way to the entrance of its den, it will 
back itself down the den, leaving the its teeth and 
claws as the only parts that an attacker can reach.

While most badgers around the world are social 
creatures, the native American badger is not. It 
spends a majority of its time alone, only meeting 
with other adults to mate and living with its 
offspring. The litters range in size from one to five 
individuals. Young are born blind, helpless, and 
faintly covered in hair. Their eyes begin to open at 
approximately four to six weeks, and they begin 
to venture out of the natal den shortly after that. A 
young badger’s independence increases steadily 
until it reaches about five to six months of age, 
when it leaves its mothers care.

So, if you are ever out on a trail and lucky enough 
to see a badger, just give it its space and enjoy the 
opportunity you have been given to see one of 

A rare sighting of a badger mother and kit in 
Sycamore Grove Park   Photo by Dawn Soles

nature’s truly amazing creatures….Oh yeah, and be 
really thankful you aren’t a squirrel.
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Grand-prize winner Leon hiking to the 
 right of Ranger Glen

Photo courtesy of ktiep2003 via Instagram

Thanks to all who participated in our “70 
Miles for 70 Years Challenge.” Our top mileage-
earner was Mr. Leon Canziani. He hiked 95 
miles with rangers during 2017! He and a 
guest will receive free admission to a ranger-
led tour of the closed portion of Brushy Peak.

Do YOU want to tour the closed portion of 
Brushy Peak? We have two tour dates this 
spring, April 28 and May 19.  Fee is $35 per 
person. Register here.

70 Miles Challenge Winner!

https://www.instagram.com/ktiep2003/
https://apm.activecommunities.com/larpd/Activity_Search?txtActivitySearch=brushy%20peak&applyFiltersDefaultValue=true&cat=Activities

