
I hiked out to the Dry Creek trail 
over the next few days to see 
what was happening there. Dry 
Creek is a seasonal creek that 
flows down from the Wente 
Hills into the park. Only during 
very wet winters (like this past 
one) does the creek come to life, 
flowing for a couple of days. 

When I got to Dry Creek, I found 
much more than a little creek 
flowing into the park – it was a 
stream that had changed the 
entire landscape. The trail was 

under a foot of water and, at 
certain sections, the stream was 
10 feet across. The creek moved 
mountains of gravel downstream, 
and carved a whole new 
landscape in the park. 

A couple of days after the end of 
the rain storm, the water flowing 
down Dry Creek started to recede, 
revealing even more changes 
to Sycamore Grove Park. As the 
stream slowed to barely a trickle, 
I was stunned to see the park 
transformation. Where a little 
water fall used to flow, there was 
now nothing. Old tires and other 
items from the past unearthed 
themselves, and multiple catfish 
were caught in pockets of water. 
What surprised me the most 
about Dry Creek roaring back to 
life, however, were the little balls 
scattered everywhere. There were 
now hundreds of golf balls in 
Sycamore Grove Park!

Some were sitting on top of the 
soil, some were half buried, and 
others were completely buried. 
Most of golf balls were white, 
but others displayed a wide array 
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of colors. Hundreds of these 
little white and colored balls 
littered the ground all around 
Dry Creek. It was an unusual 
sight – something I had never 
before seen in the park. After 
realizing that these bright little 
things were indeed golf balls, my 
next thought was, how did they 
get here? I looked on a map and 
discovered that Dry Creek flows 
down from stock ponds in the 
hills of Wente’s golf course. Those 
stock ponds are filled with catfish 
and also contain tons of golf 
balls from patrons playing on the 
course throughout the year. When 
the heavy rains hit, the stock 
ponds overflow, and everything in 
them is moved downstream. 

While the golf balls were 
interesting to see, they were an 
eyesore in the park, so I grabbed 
a bucket and started collecting. 
Over the next two months, I 
picked up over 200 balls, and 
most were in surprisingly good 

A Flood Surprise
Winter rains bring a lot of changes to Sycamore Grove Park. 
From the sprouting grasses and wildflowers, to the erosion of 
trails, the park is constantly changing every day. The increased 
water flowing into the park brings more stream life and also 
some buried treasure. This past winter, I decided to check out 
the Nature Area of Sycamore Grove Park after a big rain storm.
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Ranger-Led
Programs

Experience	nature	and	history	in	a	special	way.	Programs	are	
generally	1	-	2	hours	in	length.	A	$3	donation	is	requested.	A	$7	
parking	fee	is	charged	at	Sycamore	Grove	Park.

Healthy Parks, Healthy People: Almond Trail
Saturday, November 4       11:00 AM
Nice nature getaways can be found close to home! Join Ranger Danny for a slow-paced one-mile walk 
beginning at Almond Park. People of all abilities are welcome, including adults with small children. We’ll 
follow the paved trail to the Livermore skate park and back, and talk about what we see along the way. 
No RSVP needed. We’ll meet at the picnic tables near Almond Avenue.

Ranger Danny Haberman Almond Park (1555 Almond Ave)

Winter Campfire (RSVP)
Sunday, November 12  4:30 pm
Winter time is beautiful in the park. Join me for a delightful winter evening sitting by a crackling campfire. 
We’ll enjoy some cocoa (provided) while learning a little about some of our nocturnal park residents and 
listening to stories. Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on, and feel free to bring a hot dog to cook over 
the fire. Please call (925) 960-2400 for reservations and directions. Cancelled if raining.

Ranger Dawn Soles   Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area

Early Morning Walk (70 Mile Challenge)
Saturday, November 18  8:00 am

Are you more of a morning person than night person? Join us for an early morning stroll 
through the Nature Area where we can enjoy fall colors and, hopefully, spot wildlife going 
about their morning activities. Well-behaved dogs on leashes are welcome. This will be about 
a 2.5 mile walk on dirt trails, but no hill climbing today. Cancelled if raining.

Ranger Darren Segur  Sycamore Grove Park, Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Road)

Tracking Club
Saturday, November 18   3:30 pm
Today we’ll discuss some of our feathered friends that leave tracks in the park. We will talk about bird foot 
morphology and maybe even track a turkey just in time for Thanksgiving. Cancelled if raining heavily.

Ranger Doug Sousa   Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)
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Ranger-led Programs (continued)

Turkey Time! 
Sunday, November 19    10:00 am
Gobble gobble! Turkeys aren’t just on the table, they’re out in our 
parklands too! Join us to learn about wild turkeys and hopefully find 
some to admire. This will be an easy, slow wander of less than a mile, 
and will be fun for both kids and adults. We’ll make a Thanksgiving 
craft too. Cancelled if raining heavily.

Ranger Amy Wolitzer 
Sycamore Grove Park, Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Road)

 
Crisp Evening Walk (70 Mile Challenge)
Sunday, November 19  5:00 pm

It’s the time of year when most people stay indoors near 
the fireplace with a cup of hot cocoa. How about a change of pace instead? Tonight, you 
are invited to go for a walk through Sycamore Grove after the sun has gone down. Please 
dress for the temperature and wear good shoes. This will be a leisurely stroll of 2.5 miles. 
Reservations are required by calling (925) 960-2400. Canceled if raining.

Ranger Dawn Soles   Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Thanksgiving Hills Hike (70 Mile Challenge)
Saturday, November 25  10:00 am
After Thursday’s feasting, we’ll burn off calories as we hike to the top of the park and enjoy 
the view. Please wear appropriate shoes and be prepared for muddy trails if it has rained. We 
will hike rain or shine. We’ll go at least five miles on mostly unpaved trails.

Ranger Glen Florey Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Rd. Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Storytime Campfire with the Livermore Public Library (RSVP)
Sunday, November 26  3:30 pm
LARPD rangers and librarians from the Livermore Public Library will entertain families with children’s 
books about nature at a special Campfire Storytime in Sycamore Grove Park. Attendees will enjoy a warm 
beverage and a sweet treat. Children of all ages are welcome to attend. Please bring chairs or a blanket 
for your family to sit on. Cancelled if raining. Registration is required, and limited to the first 20 children. 
Registration begins Saturday, 10/28 by calling the library at (925) 373-5504. 

Ranger Staff and Librarians   Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area

Park News

2018 Parking Passes and calendars!

Sycamore Grove Parking Passes and Calendars will 
be available for purchase by November 15. Annual 
Passholders will receive an order form in the mail 
by mid-November. 

Starting November 15, Passes and calendars may 
be purchased at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center at 4444 East Avenue, from a ranger in the 
park or by calling (925) 373-5700. 
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The year is 1828. The place is the Mission San Jose in 
upper or Alta California. While the well-intentioned 
Franciscan Padres continue their efforts to convert 
the local natives to Christianity and a European way 
of living, something is wrong. Many converts are 
dying of introduced diseases such as smallpox and 
diphtheria. Many more are forsaking this new way 
of life to return to their villages and the simpler, 
carefree lives they used to know. The authorities 
must send soldiers to round up the runaways and 
return them to the mission where they are severely 
punished. One of the mission Indians is deeply 
troubled by what is happening to his people. His 
name is Estanislao.

Estanislao is first reported as the “Alcalde” or Mayor 
of Mission San Jose. This was the highest position 
that a native could achieve in the mission system. 
He was the protégé of the head of the mission, 
Padre Narcisco Duran. Estanislao (his Christian 
name) was about six feet tall and in his thirties at 
the time of the revolt. He was probably a Yokut, 
although he may have been Miwok or Ohlone. He 
was probably raised at the mission, could read and 
write, and understood the mission system and its 
influence on his people.

The goal of the mission system was to remove the 
native peoples from their traditional lifestyle and 
induct them into the “civilized” society of Europe 
and Christianity. Once baptized, there was no 
backing out and the new recruits had to conform 
to mission life. This was a difficult adjustment for 
the Indians, who were expected to work the fields, 
attend mass (in Latin) and renounce their former 
lives and beliefs in favor of a new god. Violations of 
the rules were punished by flogging, imprisonment, 
withholding of food, or similar means. Many natives 
also grew sick and died due to introduced diseases 
like measles and smallpox. The mission system was 
not only steadily destroying the traditional lifestyles 
of the native Californians, but was well on its way to 
destroying them as a people.

In the fall of 1828, Padre Duran allowed half of 
his flock, including Estanislao, to return to their 
homelands as he did every year after the harvest. 

Rebel: The Story of Estanislao

There, for four weeks, they could visit with old 
friends and relatives and participate in the 
acorn harvest, which supplemented the mission 
food supply. In November, a group of returning 
neophytes delivered a message to Padre Duran from 
Estanislao stating that many of them would not be 
returning to the mission, that they were not afraid 
of the soldiers, and that they would fight if forced 
to. Indians from the Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, and San 
Juan Bautista missions also joined in the revolt. 

The authorities quickly sent a force of 20 soldiers 
against the rebels, locating them on the bank of the 
Laquisimas (now Stanislaus) River. The Indians were 
in a dense thicket of brush and vines, which was 
almost impossible to penetrate. Of the 20 soldiers 
who attacked the position, only 18 returned. The 
rebels had achieved their first victory! Emboldened 
by their success, they began to harass the local 
missions and ranchos over the coming months.

In May of the following year, the governor mounted 
a second expedition against the rebels under the 
command of Sergeant José Sanchez. It consisted 
of an artillery piece and 40 men. They attacked 
through the dense thicket but were halted by a 
stockade of heavy timbers. Sgt. Sanchez ordered 
the artillery to be fired, but it broke apart on the 
first shot. The soldiers were forced to retreat again, 
this time with ten men injured or killed and six 
muskets captured by the Indians. In the following 
months, while the rebels dug in and attracted new 
recruits, Sergeant Mariano Vallejo (soon to be an 
important figure in California) raised a force that 

By Ranger Darren Segur

Continued	on	Page	5

Mission Indians                Drawn by José Cardero 1786



included a cannon, 
50 loyal Indians, 
and 107 soldiers 
and volunteers. 
This included 
almost every 
European male 
in Alta California. 
They marched to 
the rebel fortress 
and surrounded 
it. The thicket was 
set on fire and the 
cannon pounded 
the stockade, yet 
the Indians fought 
the army to a stand-

still, then retreated under cover of darkness. Vallejo 
pursued the rebels to another site, also surrounded 
by a dense thicket and with defensive trenches and 
pits in the middle. Vallejo was unable to dislodge 
the defenders and, once again, they disappeared 
under cover of darkness. In a fit of anger, Vallejo 
rounded up and murdered some older natives 
found in the area and returned to the mission with 
several Indian children he had captured on the way 
back.

Strangely enough, shortly after his victories, 
Estanislao returned to Mission San Jose and offered 
peace to Padre Duran. Duran, who had been 
deeply disturbed by the needless brutality of the 
soldiers, secured a pardon from the governor for 
those involved in the revolt. In the following years, 
Estanislao divided his time between the mission and 
his village, truly becoming a man of two worlds. He 
is thought to have died of smallpox in 1839.

Estanislao’s revolt heralded the end of the mission 
era. No longer would soldiers be sent to return 
runaways. With the new Mexican government 
interested in claiming the valuable mission lands, 
and little or no support coming from the churches, 
the missions slowly declined and were taken over 
for secular uses, first by Mexico, then later, by an 
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condition and will be reused. Picking up the golf 
balls helped clean up the unnatural items in the 
Nature Area and also showed me that you never 
know what you will find in the park. Sycamore 
Grove is full of surprises that keep me eager to 
keep exploring!
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Estanilao (Countinued)

Flood Surprise (Countinued)

Park News

A Native of the Monterey Area 
Drawn by Jose Cardero c 1791

Race to the Flagpole
On Saturday, November 11 “Race to the 

Flagpole” will come through Sycamore Grove. 
The park will be open but very busy with race 
traffic until noon! Nearby roads may be subject 
to delays or closures.

New Parking Machines
New parking machines have been installed 

and will be operational soon! They will accept 
payment by credit and debit cards as well as 
cash.

2018 Parking Passes and SGP Calendars!
Sycamore Grove Parking Passes and Calendars 

will go on sale by November 15. 2017 Annual 
Passholders will receive an order form in the 
mail by mid-November.

unstoppable flood of gold-hungry Americans. 

While Estanislao and his story are known to 
few, his name lives on in modern California. The 
Stanislaus river where the revolt took place is 
named after him, as is Stanislaus County and 
several other landmarks. Born into a time of few 
choices, Estanislao did the best he could to help 
his people and proved to them that the power 
of the Europeans was not absolute. He remains a 
provocative and important figure in the history of 
California.

This article is derived primarily from “Estanislao’s 
Revolt” by Historian John Curl.

http://www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events.html
http://www.livermoregranadaboosters.org/events.html

