
wonder just what was going on?

It is quite a dramatic event. Two 
snakes approach each other. 
Then, they raise their bodies 
partway off the ground and 
wrestle with one another, often 
intertwining around each other. 
The larger snake will often force 
the smaller one to the ground. 
They do not bite one another, but 
will hiss, try to knock each other 
down, and lunge at each other 
with their heads. Sometimes, if 
the snakes are about the same 
size, this behavior can last for 

quite a while. No harm is done to 
either snake; the non-dominant 
one usually just leaves. 

What are they doing? This ‘dance’ 
is called a combat dance, and 
rattlesnakes are seen doing it in 
the spring or fall. 

Why do they do it? Often, people 
think the snakes are fighting for 
territory, but it’s more likely that 
there is a female nearby and the 
males are vying for dominance. 
Female rattlesnakes who are 
ready to mate will leave a trail of 
pheromones wherever they go. 
You may have noticed snakes 
frequently stick out their forked 
tongues. They do this to pick up 
smells – including pheromones. 
If a male rattlesnake smells a 
receptive female he will follow her 
for several days. Along the way, he 
is likely to encounter other male 
rattlers who have also picked up 
her scent. They may engage in the 
combat dance to determine who 
will get to mate with her.

The actual male/female courtship 
usually takes place on the ground. 
A male rattlesnake will often 
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nudge the female with his head 
to get her attention, and when 
she is receptive they will mate. 
Although snakes may mate in 
the fall, females usually store the 
semen inside their bodies and do 
not become pregnant until the 
following spring. Rattlesnakes 
do not mate until they are a few 
years old, and may only have 
babies every third year.

An interesting side note about 
rattlesnake reproduction is that 
they do not lay eggs. Females are 
ovoviviparous - they give birth to 
live young after the eggs hatch 
inside their bodies. They may 
birth as many as 25 little rattlers 
in a brood! They are 7 - 12 inches 
long when they are born.

Snake Dance
Pacific Rattlesnakes (Crotalus oreganus) are frequently 
sighted in Sycamore Grove and other open space parks. 
Usually, they are sunbathing and will leave as soon as a 
person approaches, but, on occasion, we get reports of 
rattlesnakes actually fighting each other. Did you ever
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Photos by park visitor Joanne Smith

Video Extra!
You can see video Joanne 
Smith took of rattlesnakes 
doing the “Combat Dance” in 

Sycamore Grove Park here.

https://www.facebook.com/joanneedmisonsmith/videos/vb.1358724179/10206475671834765/?type=2&theater
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Ranger-Led
Programs

Experience	nature	and	history	in	a	special	way.	Programs	are	
generally	1	-	2	hours	in	length.	A	$3	donation	is	requested.	A	$7	
parking	fee	is	charged	at	Sycamore	Grove	Park.

July	
Programs

Catch ‘em If You Can: A Creek Adventure (RSVP)
Saturday, July 8             1:00 pm
Join in this cooling and educational outing in the Arroyo del Valle. Search for elusive stream critters, learn 

about aquatic residents, and  meet a few of the more social species. All equipment, including nets, will 
be provided. Please wear shoes that can go in the water; no bare feet please! RSVP required by emailing 
pcole@larpd.org. Include your name, phone number, and number of adults and children. Appropriate for 
ages 4+ (children must be accompanied by parent/guardian).

Ranger Patti Cole  Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)
 

Howl at the Moon Hike *70 Miles Challenge* (RSVP)
Sunday, July 9           8:00 pm
Join us for a five-mile round-trip hike to meet the rising full moon! As we walk, we’ll talk 

about nocturnal creatures and listen for them. We will be hiking at a slow pace on paved and 
unpaved trails, with some moderate uphill sections. Participants will earn five miles towards 

the 70 Miles Challenge. Please RSVP by calling (925) 960-2400 or emailing valleywilds@larpd.org.
Ranger Amy Wolitzer  Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)
 

Snakes
Sunday, July 16                       2:00 pm
Some of these animals have a horrible reputation, but most of the time it is based on myth, not reality. 

Snakes are under-appreciated for the role they play in nature. Join me today to learn about these 
slithering (but not slimy!) critters. There will be live specimens to see and enjoy.

Ranger Dawn Soles                  Sycamore Grove Park, Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Road)

Out of School and Into the Creek!
Tuesday, July 18  10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
School is out, so let’s get the kids into the creek! Learn about critters that live in the Arroyo Del Valle, and 

venture into the water to see what we can catch. Participants are encouraged to wear closed-toe shoes 
and clothing that can get wet. All ages. Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Naturalist Heather Day Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Continued	on	Page	3

Quick Look:
 
Creek Adventure (RSVP)  Saturday, July 8 1:00 pm

Howl at the Moon *70* (RSVP)  Sunday, July 9 8:00 pm

Snakes    Sunday, July 16 2:00 pm

Out of School/Into the Creek Tuesday, July 18 10:00 am

Early Morning Walk *70* (RSVP) Saturday, July 22 8:00 am

Creekside Storytime   Sunday, July 23 10:00 am

Summer Star  Walk   Saturday, July 29 8:30 pm 

mailto:pcole%40larpd.org?subject=RSVP%20for%207/8%20Creek%20Adventure%20
mailto:valleywilds%40larpd.org?subject=RSVP%20for%207/9%20Howl%20at%20the%20Moon%20Hike


An Early Morning Walk in the Park
Saturday, July 22    8:00 am
Come for an early morning jaunt and 

beat the crowds and the heat. Many of 
the critters that live here will be starting 

their day, and we might see some night shift animals 
on their way home. RSVP by calling (925) 960-2400 
or emailing valleywilds@larpd.org. Participants will 
earn 2.5 miles towards the 70 Miles Challenge.

Ranger Darren Segur  Sycamore Grove Park 
Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Road)
 

Creekside Storytime!
Sunday, July 23                       10:00 am
LARPD rangers and librarians from the Livermore 

Public Library will entertain families with children’s 
books about nature and wildlife. After the story 
time, attendees will have the opportunity to explore 
the nearby creek and learn about local aquatic 
plants and animals. Participants are encouraged 
to wear closed-toe shoes and clothing that can 
get wet during the creek exploration. Please email 
valleywilds@larpd.org and ask for directions to our 
special meeting location – it’s not normally open 
to the public. For other questions, please call the 
Library at (925) 373-5504.

Ranger Doug Sousa and the Livermore Library
Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area 
(5035 Arroyo Road)
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Nature Programs (continued)

Summer Star Walk
Saturday, July 29                               8:30 pm
The warm evenings of mid-summer are the best 

time to go for a Star Walk! The crescent moon in the 
western sky should be dim enough that we can see 
Delta Aquarid meteors. We will stop along the way 
for some star stories, and maybe even see some 
owls! Hike will be approximately three miles, on 
mostly unpaved trails.

Ranger Glen Florey Sycamore Grove Park 
Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

You are invited to join LARPD 
Rangers on a hike to a high hill in 
Sycamore Grove Park. We’ll watch 
fireworks go off around the Valley! 
Pre-registration required at larpd.
org or by calling (925) 373 5700. $5 
fee per participant. Be prepared to 
hike 4 miles.
Tues 7/4, 8 pm - 10:30 pm                      
LARPD Activity # 7123

Special 4th of July Hike!

mailto:valleywilds%40larpd.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Early%20Morning%20Walk
mailto:valleywilds%40larpd.org?subject=Directions%20to%207/23%20Storytime
https://apm.activecommunities.com/larpd/Activity_Search/4th-of-july-hike-at-sycamore-grove-park/9831
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I got the flu a while ago and needed medical 
attention, so I called my HMO, got an appointment 
for the next day, drove half an hour, waited in line, 
was taken to a room and told to strip down to my 
underwear, waited another half hour, was finally 
seen by a doctor for five minutes, waited in another 
line for a prescription, and finally dragged myself 
back to bed. After I got better, I got to wondering 
how they managed in the days before “modern” 
medicine, and a little research led me to Livermore’s 
first physician: Dr. William Stewart Taylor.

W.S. Taylor was born in Pennsylvania in 1847. In 
1865, he floated down the Ohio River to St. Louis, 
where he worked as a teamster driving mule teams 
across the plains. He returned home in 1870 and 
began studying with the local doctor, eventually 
graduating from the Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia in 1874. It was in college that he met 
and married Ms. Martha Dickie and they had their 
first child, Robert. Shortly afterward the young 
newlyweds headed west.

By 1876, Dr. Taylor had moved his family to 
Livermore and began practicing as the town’s first 
physician, a practice he continued for the next 46 
years. By all accounts, Dr. Taylor “was tall and erect, 
always immaculately groomed and with a trademark 
handlebar mustache that gave him the appearance 
of a British cavalry officer.”

In those days, doctors made house calls and it 
was said that no journey was too long or weather 
too severe to cause Dr. Taylor to even hesitate in 
answering a call. He would drive his horse and 
buggy as far as the road and mud would allow, 
and then throw his saddle on the horse to finish 
his rounds. Mrs. Francis Nissen Prevost recalls that 
Dr. Taylor delivered her and all her siblings in her 
grandparents’ house. 

By 1889, Dr. Taylor was among the first people 
in town to have a telephone, making him even 
more available to his patients. In 1903, he created 
a sensation by purchasing the first automobile in 
the valley, a 9 horsepower Haynes-Apperson. A 

The Physician: Dr. Taylor

reporter from the local paper wrote, “We now have 
the up-to-date physician annihilating space with his 
automobile and bringing relief to sick and injured in 
the minimum of time.”

Dr. Taylor was well respected by his peers and 
remained on the cutting edge of the medical 
profession for his entire career. About ten years after 
he graduated from medical school, the profession 
became aware of the effect of microorganisms 
(germs) on the body. While many physicians 
hesitated to embrace this groundbreaking 
discovery, Dr. Taylor did so enthusiastically. 
According to his colleague and friend, Livermore 
Sanitarium physician Dr. Martin Fisher, Dr. Taylor not 
only had a bacteriological laboratory when even 
most medical schools didn’t, but he was also on the 
cutting edge of antitoxin and vaccine therapy.

After 46 years as the only physician many 
Livermoreans had ever visited, Dr. Taylor finally 
retired in 1921 due to failing vision. He and Martha 
moved to Oakland, where she passed in 1925 and 
he in 1931. They had five children, but only one 
daughter, Marion, survived them. She married 
Jackson Reynolds, a successful New York City banker 
and Stanford Alumnus. They had no children, 
but endowed both Law and Humanities chairs at 
Stanford.

By Ranger Darren Segur

Continued	on	Page	5

Dr. Taylor driving the first automobile in Livermore. 
Photo Courtesy Livermore Heritage Guild



We’d like to say THANK YOU to park visitor 
Joanne Smith for allowing us to use the 

fantastic snake photos she took in Sycamore Grove 
Park on March 19, 2016. You can also view a video a 
friend took with her phone: https://www.facebook.
com/joanneedmisonsmith/videos/vb.1358724179/
10206475671834765/?type=2&theater
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Articles (continued)

If you are lucky enough to witness the spectacle 
of the rattlesnake combat dance or baby rattlers 
emerging from a burrow, remember to observe from 
a distance. Rattlesnakes are venomous and can bite 
if provoked! As far as rangers know, we have never 
had a report of a person being bit by a rattlesnake in 
Sycamore Grove Park. Let’s keep it that way!

Snake Dance (continued)

Here is Dr. Taylor’s obituary:
“The lives of men like Taylor are “writ in water”-they 
leave no printed pages, they build no houses, their 
contemporaries perish. Lengthened days are taken 
for granted, and suffering relieved has no memory. 
In another decade, perhaps, even our subject 
may be one with the unknown, but the strand 
woven of his unselfishness, his quiet labor, and his 
moral courage may forever be found as a part of 
that which has given strength and honor to the 
physicians calling.”
Martin H. Fischer, M.D. 
Western Journal of Medicine, July 1932
    

The Physician (continued)

https://www.facebook.com/joanneedmisonsmith/videos/vb.1358724179/10206475671834765/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/joanneedmisonsmith/videos/vb.1358724179/10206475671834765/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/joanneedmisonsmith/videos/vb.1358724179/10206475671834765/?type=2&theater

