
of upper Sycamore Grove Park, 
just behind the Veteran’s Hospital, 
with beautiful views across the tri-
valley area, and even a few shady 
trees. The figure-eight-shaped 
trail adds just over a mile of multi-
use single-track trail to the upper 
park, complementing the Valley 
View and Cattail Pond trails that 
V-O-Cal Volunteers helped build 
in 2015.

On the weekend of April 28-30, 
over 180 volunteers worked 
together to build the trail carefully 
planned by Sycamore Grove staff 

and Craig Fish of V-O-Cal. 

As they designed it, Harrier Trail 
gives users several options for 
exploring the new section of park. 
It splits off from Valley View trail 
just past the top corner of the 
Olivina olive grove, then gives 
users a choice of continuing 
straight up the valley for a more 
gentle climb to the top of the 
knoll, or heading left at the fork 
to meander through the meadow 
behind the Veteran’s Hospital 
before making a short but 
relatively steep climb up an old 
road grade to reach the top of the 
knoll. 

From either approach, trail users 
have the option of continuing 
around behind the knoll to make 
either a longer loop or “figure 
eight,” or simply enjoying the 
view from the top before heading 
down to complete the loop. 

Sycamore Grove staff would like 
to extend our heartfelt thanks 
to V-O-Cal and all the awesome 
volunteers who changed this trail 
from a path mown in the grass 
to a new, completed trail almost 
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literally overnight.

V-O-Cal is renowned for 
organizing fun, effective, 
weekend-long, trail work projects 
that utilize large numbers of 
volunteers under the direction 
of experienced volunteer crew 
leaders. Volunteers can choose to 
work for one day or two, and have 
the opportunity to camp at the 
worksite. 

Camping in areas that are not 
normally open to the public 
overnight builds camaraderie, and 
is often a favorite V-O-Cal perk, 
especially when combined with 
the excellent meals and desserts 
provided by V-O-Cal’s crew of 
kitchen volunteers. 

V-O-Cal Completes New Trail!
We are excited to announce the opening of the new Harrier 
Loop Trail, built through the continuing partnership 
between the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD) and Volunteers for Outdoor California (V-O-Cal). 
This new trail provides access to a recently acquired section
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Video Extra!
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Ranger-Led
Programs

Experience	nature	and	history	in	a	special	way.	Programs	are	
generally	1	-	2	hours	in	length.	A	$3	donation	is	requested.	A	$7	
parking	fee	is	charged	at	Sycamore	Grove	Park.

June	
Programs

Sycamore Grove Tracking Club!
Saturday, June 10  5:00 pm
This will be the first meeting of the new Sycamore Grove Tracking Club! We will do some hands-on 

tracking. Our plan is to meet once a month to explore and discuss all things tracking. Come learn a new 
skill and see a different side of this great park!

Ranger Doug Sousa  Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Family Mountain Bike Ride
Sunday June 11    3:00 - 5:00 PM
Kids and their accompanying adult(s) are invited to bring their bikes to Sycamore Grove Park for a fun 

family ride with Ranger Heather. We’ll be on dirt trails, including the single track section leading along the 
stream from the southern end of the park to the bridge below the dam end of Lake Del Valle. The ride will 
be 7 miles round trip. Helmets required. Registration appreciated but not required. RSVP by calling (925) 
960-2400 or emailing valleywilds@larpd.org. 

Naturalist Heather Day Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Creek Crossing Hike (70 Miles for 70 Years Challenge)
Saturday, June 17  9:30 am
Bring two pairs of shoes for this hike! We’ll be changing 

shoes to cross the creek at multiple points on this zig-
zagging hike through Sycamore Grove Park, but this 

isn’t a “creek hike.” Participants will earn 5 miles towards the 70 Miles 
Challenge.

Ranger Claire Girling Sycamore Grove Park, 
Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Snake Stories  
Sunday, June 18                    10 am – 11 am
Come meet a few of our local snakes at this family-friendly program! 

Hear a snake story and make a snake-related craft.
Ranger Amy Wolitzer and Open Space Volunteers 
Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Continued	on	Page	3

Quick Look:
 

Tracking Club  Saturday, June 10  5:00 pm

Family Mtn. Bike Ride Sunday, June 11  3:00 pm

Creek X-ing Hike *70* Saturday, June 17  9:30 am

Snake Stories  Sunday, June 18  9:00 am

Creek Walk *70*  Saturday, June 24  10:00 am

Turtles    Sunday, June 25  2:00 pm
 



Creek Walk (70 Miles Challenge)
Saturday, June 24                  10:00 am
We finally had a good wet winter. Let’s take a walk 

along the creek and look at what all that water has 
brought us. We will observe the effect that water 
flows (both natural and artificial) have had on the 
park. This will be a 2.5 mile walk on flat trails and 
counts toward the 70 Miles for 70 Years Challenge. 
Bring water and a camera if you like.

Ranger Darren Segur         Sycamore Grove Park, 
Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)

Turtles
Sunday, June 25  2:00 pm
They come in different shapes and sizes.  They 

live in different environments from the ocean to 
the desert, and everywhere in between.  Some are 
small, and some are the size of a small car.  Join 
me today to learn about that charming group of 
reptiles – the turtles.  There will be live specimens 
for us to look at.

Ranger Dawn Soles Sycamore Grove Park, 
Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Road)
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Eggcellent Egg-Layers (Continued)
Do you know a child who loves nature, being 

outdoors, doing crafts and playing games? 
Register them for our extremely popular 
Tadpole Camp (ages 4 - 6), Explorer Camp 
(ages 7 - 9) or Ohlone Camp (ages 10 - 13).

See open sessions and register by going to 
https://apm.activecommunities.com/larpd/ 
and searching for “Tadpole,” “Explorer” or 
“Ohlone.” Registration is also available by 
calling the LARPD office at (925) 373-5700.

Summer Nature Camps!

Nature Programs (continued)

NOTICE - The Hook and Ladder run will 
be going through Sycamore Grove Park on 
Sunday, June 4. Expect the park to be very 
busy until noon. Arroyo Road may be subject 
to one-way traffic control. More info here.

Special 4th of July Hike!
Registration required: Join Rangers to hike (4 miles round-trip) to one 

of the highest hills in the park to watch fireworks go off around the 
tri-valley. $5 program fee per participant, no parking fee charged for 
registered participants. Pre-registration REQUIRED at larpd.org or by 
calling (925) 373 5700. Tues 7/4, 8 pm - 10:30 pm Activity # 7123.

Sunday, June 4
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New Trail (continued)

After dinner on Saturday night, LARPD Naturalist 
Heather Day, with help from Ranger Eric Whiteside, 
took folks who wanted to explore the park in the 
dark on a night walk to look for owls and bats. 
Participants were rewarded with the sight of several 
owls, including nesting Great Horned Owls, and a 
Barn Owl bringing food to a nest box. Volunteers 
on the Harrier Trail project who stayed overnight 
enjoyed camping in the freshly mown meadow near 
the start of the trail, lulled to sleep by the sound of 
frogs, owls, and the quiet talking of a few hardy folks 
still enjoying their time by the campfire. 

If you visit Harrier Trail this 
summer you may notice 
flattened grass as evidence 
of the camping area, but 
the new growth after next 
winter’s rains will return the 
area to a grassy meadow. 

We invite you to explore 
the Harrier Trail and enjoy discovering an area of 
Sycamore Grove Park you’ve never visited before. 

Wetmore 
Entrance

Trails completed by V-O-CAL
   Completed 2015
   Completed 2017

Arroyo
Entrance

Sycamore Grove Park

Harrier Trail
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This summer, America will witness a spectacle not 
seen since 1918––a total solar eclipse with a path of 
totality crossing all the way across America. 

A solar eclipse occurs when the path of the moon 
around the Earth crosses the plane of Earth’s orbit 
around the sun in just such a way as to block some 
or all the sun’s light from reaching us. During most 
solar eclipses, the moon only blocks some of the 
light so that the sun appears as a crescent or even 
a fiery ring. But every once in a while, we get a total 
solar eclipse during which things line up just right to 
block all the sunlight, turning day briefly into night. 
However, this complete blocking of the sun’s light 
occurs only within a moving “path of totality” that 
is a few miles wide. If you view the eclipse from 
anywhere outside this path, you will see only a 
partial eclipse. Luckily for those of us in the Bay 
Area, we are only a short flight or a nine hour drive 
from the path of totality this summer!

On August 21, 2017, the sun and moon will line up 
for a total eclipse that will trace a path from Oregon 
to South Carolina with a partial eclipse covering the 
entire US, Alaska and Hawaii included! If you are like 
me, you already have your hotel room booked in 
Oregon; but even if you don’t, there are lots of ways 
you can enjoy this exciting event. As the path of the 
eclipse traces all the way across the country, there 
are many places to see it. If you don’t want to leave 
Livermore, though, the partial eclipse that will occur 

The Great American Eclipse

here can be a lot of fun as well.

Most of you probably already know that staring at 
the sun is unsafe and can damage your eyes, so you 
should take certain steps if you want to view the 
partial eclipse safely. The most straight-forward way 
is to buy eclipse glasses, which have a foil film layer 
that blocks enough sunlight to make it possible to 
look directly at the sun. 

However, my favorite way to observe partial eclipses 
is a little less direct but more fun. Any small circular 
hole casting a shadow in sunlight will project 
a shadow in the shape of the light source. This 
means that you can make an eclipse viewer out of 
something as simple as the top of a pizza box with a 

By Ranger Glen Florey

Continued	on	Page	6

The May 20, 2012 partial eclipse viewed 
through a solar telescope.

Path of Totality      Map by Wolfgang Strickling Geodata from OpenStreetMap
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Eclipse (continued)

Screenshot from timeanddate.com

Both Ranger Glen and Galileo are fans of solar projectors! 
This 90 second Exploratorium video shows you how to 
make your own solar projector using a pair of binoculars.

pinhole punched in it. As light from the sun passes 
through that tiny hole, you will look down at the 
ground instead of up at the sky to see a small image 
of a crescent-shaped sun created by the moon 
partly blocking its light. If this sounds like too much 
work, take a walk in the woods during the eclipse. 
The small holes in the tree’s leaves will act as pinhole 
projectors, and the ground will be covered in tiny 
crescent-shaped shadows. 

Whether you decide to stay home and enjoy the 
partial eclipse here, or travel to the path of totality, 
this isn’t one to miss. The next total eclipse in the US 
will be in 2024, and the closest location of totality 
for that eclipse will be in Texas. 

Children play at SGP during the 2012 partial 
eclipse. Note the strange light patterns on 
the girl’s legs cast by the eclipsed sun.

LOCAL ECLIPSE VIEWING OPTIONS:
In Livermore, the partial eclipse will begin at 9:02 
am and reach its maximum at 10:16 am. The eclipse 
will end at 11:38 am. We will not be having an 
organized viewing at Sycamore Grove Park this time 
(both our eclipse-loving rangers will be in Oregon!), 
but please consult the Chabot Space and Science 
Center Webpage for Bay Area events as the eclipse 
date draws closer: http://www.chabotspace.org/m/
events.htm

The Exploratorium and NASA are working together 
to livestream the eclipse from an Oregon location! 
Find out more here: https://www.exploratorium.
edu/eclipse.


