
what animals in Sycamore Grove 
Park lay eggs? That’s a great 
question, and one the park 
rangers can help you answer. This 
article will discuss some local park 
animals that lay eggs, when they 
lay them, what the eggs look like, 
and more. Read on!

Western Rattlesnake
It may seem like rattlesnakes 
don’t lay eggs, but that’s because 
females hold the eggs internally 
until they hatch, giving the 
appearance that these babies are 
born live, like mammals. When 

do our local rattlesnakes bear their 
young? Mating generally occurs 
March through May but babies 
usually aren’t born until August 
or later. So do rattlesnakes make a 
nest? Well, they don’t build nests 
for their young as some animals 
do. Rattlesnakes use tunnels and 
holes in the ground, so be careful 
if your dog is sticking its nose 
down holes during your walk 
through the park! Their eggs are 
soft and squishy, but you won’t 
see one outside of momma 
snake’s body! Unlike human 
babies, baby rattlesnakes are born 
in large groups, sometimes as 
many as twenty at a time! 

California Kingsnake
Unlike the 
rattlesnake, 
California 
kingsnakes do 
lay eggs. The 
eggs are laid 
between May 
and August, 
just 42 to 63 
days after 
mating occurs. The eggs hatch 
after another 40 to 65 days. Like 
the rattlesnake, kingsnakes don’t 
make a nest, preferring a tunnel 
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or hole in the ground for their 
den. Their soft eggs are yellowish 
in color, and longer than they 
are wide. Babies will grow up 
to be truly the kings of snakes – 
they will eat rattlesnakes, other 
kingsnakes, or anything else they 
can find, including eggs. 

Western Pond Turtle
Our native turtle lays its eggs 
between April and August. They 
dig small holes in a sunny place 
to lay their eggs, sometimes near 
their pond but they’ll also lay 
them out in a field. The incubation 
period is around 12 weeks. Unlike 
snake eggs, turtle 
eggs are hard-
shelled. They’re 
oval rather than 
oblong and about 
one and a half 
inches in size. 

Fun fact: these 
turtles can be seen sunning 
themselves on the turtle rafts 
floating in Sycamore Grove’s 

Eggcellent Egg-layers
Easter means more than candy and the Easter bunny – it 
also means spring is in the forecast! This means lots of newly 
born wildlife in Livermore’s open space parks. With Easter on 
the brain and your refrigerator filled with leftover, colorful, 
hard-boiled eggs, you might have been wondering: 
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Ranger-led
Programs

Experience	nature	and	history	in	a	special	way.	Programs	are	
generally	1	-	2	hours	in	length.	A	$3	donation	is	requested.	A	$7	
parking	fee	is	charged	at	Sycamore	Grove	Park.

April	
Programs

Quick Look:

Spring Stars   Saturday, April 2  8:00    pm

Lowland Wildflowers Sunday, April 10  1:00    pm 

Predators   Sunday, April 17  10:00  am

Great Caterpillar Hike Saturday, April 23  1:00  pm

The Way of the Ohlone Sunday, April 24  10:00 am

Hold Your Nose  Saturday, April 30  1:00   pm
 

Spring Stars
Saturday, April 2   8:00 pm
Come to the park to admire the waning winter stars and the rise of the spring constellations. Jupiter will 

be bright in the sky after sunset. If the skies are clear we will observe its moons through a telescope while 
satellites fly across the sky. Hike will be approximately 4 miles on paved and unpaved trails.
Ranger Glen Florey   Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Rd.)

Lowland Wildflowers
Sunday, April 10   1:00 pm
Most of our wildflower hikes require a trek up into the hills but for this walk we will stay down in the 

flatlands. There is still plenty of flora to be found if you know where to look. This will be a slow-paced 
walk of about one mile. Strollers are welcome but be aware trails are dirt and rocky in some areas. 
Please call (925) 960 2400 for directions if you do not know where the nature area entrance is.

Ranger Amy Wolitzer   Sycamore Grove Park, Nature Area Entrance (Call for directions)

Predators
Sunday, April 17   10:00 am
They kill for a living.  All branches of the evolutionary tree have them.  Birds, mammals, insects and even 

plants all have killers in the family.  Join us for a look at a few of the predators that have existed in the past 
and rule today.

Ranger Dawn Soles
Sycamore Grove Park, Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Rd.)

The Great Caterpillar Hunt
Saturday, April 23   1:00 pm
Often only the showy adults get the attention in the world of the 

Lepidoptera. Today we will change all of that and celebrate the 
caterpillar! There will be a quick talk about caterpillar anatomy, 
disguises and host plants followed by a search through bushes, trees 
and grasses to find our wiggly friends. Please bring garden gloves and 
wear long pants and long-sleeve shirts.   

Ranger Doug Sousa   
Sycamore Grove Park, Nature Area Entrance (Call for directions)

Continued	on	Page	4
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Eggcellent Egg-Layers (Continued)

Cattail Pond. The rafts were made for us by Marisa 
Malone, a local Girl Scout, out of recycled materials. 
(You might also spot non-native turtles such as red-
eared sliders, but PLEASE do not think this means 
you can release your pets into the pond! See Ranger 
Dawn’s article “Please, Don’t Set Them Free” from 
May 2015, vol 24 issue 5 for more information.

Killdeer
One of our local ground-nesting 
birds is the killdeer. They typically 
lay their eggs during warmer 
seasons. Nests can be fairly 
haphazard, sometimes just a 
couple of rocks. They’re put 
together on the ground, and can 
be found in odd locations, even 
parking lots! The presence of ground-nesting birds 
is one of the many reasons we enforce a leash law 
for dogs in our parks. Incubation of the eggs lasts 
approximately 22 to 28 days. The eggs are off-white 
and covered in spots. Fun fact: the bird’s name, 
killdeer, comes from the bird’s call, which sounds 
like the bird is shouting “Killdeer! Killdeer!”

Red-tailed Hawks
These raptors are definitely 
not ground-nesters like 
the killdeer. Red-tailed 
hawks, our most common 
hawk, make their nests in 
trees high above ground. 
Males and females build 
the nests together out of 
sticks. Incubation of their 
white, slightly marbled 
eggs is around 28 to 35 
days. Red-tailed hawks are 
monogamous and both 
partners take turns sitting 
on their eggs during the 
incubation period. 

California Tiger Salamander
These federally protected amphibians mate after 
rainfall, so egg-laying is highly dependent upon 

rain. In years of very little rainfall, the California 
tiger salamander may abstain from mating 
because there will not be suitable conditions for 
eggs. Tiger salamanders do not make nests; eggs 
are attached to reeds, sticks, grasses, and other 
underwater foliage. It takes approximately two to 
four weeks for eggs to become salamander larvae, 
and an additional four to five 
months for those larvae to 
metamorphose into what you 
picture as a tiger salamander. 
They are protected by law, so 
treat these little ones with care 
if you see them in your local 
park. 

Pill bug (aka roly poly)
You’ll definitely be familiar with these little guys, 
but there are some key facts you probably don’t 
know. Mating can occur year-round, but typically 
in the spring. Eggs are laid two to three months 
after that. How do they make their nest? There is no 
nest! Females carry their eggs around in a pouch, or 
marsupium, under their bellies. Eggs are yellowish-
green in color, and smooth and round like marbles. 
The incubation period is about two months. Once 
the eggs have hatched, 
the babies stick around 
the mother for a few 
days before leaving 
to find their own way. 
Fun fact: pill bugs are 
actually crustaceans, 
not insects or beetles! 
Unlike pill bugs, most 
crustaceans are found 
underwater.

Ground Squirrels
Just kidding! Ground squirrels 
are mammals, and mammals 
don’t lay eggs. It’s one of their 
identifying characteristics. Can 
you imagine a bear sitting on 
top of a nest full of bear eggs? 
Neither can we! As a group, 
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http://www.larpd.org/open_space/documents/VW_May_15.pdf


Nature Programs (Con.)
The Way of the Ohlone
Sunday, April 24   10:00 am
What was it like to live in the Livermore Valley 

before the Europeans arrived? How did the native 
people feed themselves, get married or cure 
themselves when they were sick? Join us to catch 
a glimpse into the life of the original inhabitants 
of the area and unlock the secrets of how they 
survived and thrived for thousands of years. We will 
start with a slow paced walk to look at some of the 
plants and animals that were important to them, 
and then look at some replicas of their tools and 
baskets. Canceled if raining.

Ranger Darren Segur          Sycamore Grove Park, 
Arroyo Road Entrance (5049 Arroyo Rd.)

Honor Your Nose
Saturday, April 30   1:00 pm
Today we celebrate National Sense of Smell Day. 

We’ll explore how our sense of smell compares to 
that of animals, share some fun facts, and play a 
“smelly” game. This program is appropriate for all 
ages. Reservations are required at least 24 hours in 
advance by emailing pcole@larpd.org, including 
your name, phone number, and number of adults /
children.

Ranger Patti Cole  Sycamore Grove Park, 
Reservable Picnic Area (Directions given upon RSVP)
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mammals have five characteristics in common:

1. Live birth (that means no egg laying! Well, 
except the platypus and echidna…)

2. Warm-blooded
3. Fur/hair (Although some aquatic mammals like 

whales and dolphins have lost this.)
4. Lactation, or as we tell students, “Momma 

mammals make milk”.
5. Vertebrates (have a backbone)

What should I do if I see eggs at Sycamore Grove?
If you see eggs or newly hatched babies out in the 
wild, we’d love for you to show respect and admire 
them from afar. Be aware that mere proximity to 
eggs can be a problem, so please do not touch 
or otherwise disturb eggs, baby wildlife, or the 
surrounding area. If you are close enough to see 
eggs or babies, the parents might be hiding not too 
far away, waiting for you to leave so they can return 
to their young, or could have unfortunately been 
scared away. If you’re worried about any aspect, 
please call the ranger office at (925)960-2400.

But are you really going to eat those dyed leftover 
hardboiled eggs that are sitting in your fridge? Well, 
that’s up to you.

Eggcellent Egg-layers (Con.) 

Registration for LARPD Summer Programs including our extremely 
popular Sycamore Grove Summer Nature Camps (Tadpole Camp, ages 
4 - 6; Explorer Camp, ages 7 - 9; and Ohlone Camp, ages 10 - 13)  is 
now open!

See open sessions and register by going to https://apm.
activecommunities.com/larpd/ and searching for “Tadpole”, “Explorer” 
or “Ohlone”. Registration is also available by calling the LARPD main 
office at (925) 373 5700

Sign up now for Summer Nature Camps!

https://apm.activecommunities.com/larpd/
https://apm.activecommunities.com/larpd/
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Several years ago a man named Wally began coming 
on my wildflower hikes, sometimes with his dog 
Dawn and sometimes with his camera. He already 
knew many wildflower species and was a quick 
study at learning additional varieties.  The following 
spring I had a few wildflower walks where large 
numbers of people showed up. In a panic, I enlisted 
Wally to pass on identification info to the back half 
of the group and it turned out he was wonderful at 
engaging hike participants. He had learned what I 
had said on previous hikes and had done research 
and learned more to share with me and other hike 
participants. He earned the nickname “Wallybasket” 
after one of my favorite flowers, Triteleia laxa. Most 
books list “Ithuriel’s Spear” as the common name 
for this umbel of purple blooms but I learned it as 
“Wallybasket” and prefer that name.

Wally has been a valued volunteer assistant over the 
last several years, not only helping with wildflower 
hikes but also being my “snake handler” at the 
LARPD booth at community events like Run for the 
Parks and the Wine festival. He is one of our most 
dedicated open space volunteers.

Wally Wood’s Wonderful World of Wildflowers

Last year he took on a project that had been on my 
“to do” list for 10 solid years. I’ve wanted to create 
a wildflower reference binder for park users to 
use to learn more about the blooming plants in 
the park but I’ve never managed to find the time. 
Wally didn’t have much in the way of computer 
experience but enlisted his grandson to teach 
him to use Powerpoint. After much research and 
photographing of flowers Wally put together this 
gorgeous wildflower reference. Another LARPD 
volunteer, Mary Ann Hannon, gave it an initial 
review for accuracy and scientific name updates. 

We hope you will enjoy this online copy: http://
www.larpd.org/open_space/documents/SGP_
Wildflowers.pdf  We have a hard copy in a binder 
that “lives” in the Wetmore Road kiosk. If you find 
staff or a volunteer (perhaps Wallybasket himself!) in 
the kiosk, ask to have a look at it.

WWWWoWs is a work in progress! You can help 
us by reporting any typos or errors you notice to 
valleywilds@larpd.org. Or are there species that 
should be added? Suggestions to improve its 
usability? Sources for funding to create a printed 
version? Let us know!

- Ranger Amy Wolitzer

http://www.larpd.org/open_space/documents/SGP_Wildflowers.pdf
http://www.larpd.org/open_space/documents/SGP_Wildflowers.pdf
http://www.larpd.org/open_space/documents/SGP_Wildflowers.pdf

