
Keep Friendswood Beautiful 

Annual Report to Council 

 

Slide 1 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you about Keep Friendswood Beautiful. We have had 
an eventful year to say the least as has everyone in Friendswood. But out of the flood waters 
came a beautiful spring and we are slowing recovering as KFB focuses on beautifying and 
cleaning up Friendswood. 
 
Slides 2 and 3 
The Harvey Benefit Concert last September sponsored by Parks and Recreation, Keep 
Friendswood Beautiful, Friends of Downtown Friendswood and Friendswood Rotary raised 
$10,000 plus of Harvey Victims. This concert provided a much needed respite from cleanup 
chores and over 400 people settled down in Stevenson for a relaxing, good time. 
 
Slides 4 and 5 
Due to Harvey, the numbers for participation and debris collection were way up at Fall Haul. The 
City did a phenomenal job of getting rid of major trash in the months after the flooding. Property 
owners were vigilant in cleaning up and especially downtown businesses, who opened back up 
for customers in a very short time. Volunteers, both local, state and national, came to help. We 
contacted Keep Texas Beautiful to help us with cleanup supplies and they were amazed at the 
work that was being done in Friendswood to restore our community. 
 
Slides 6 and 7 
The 10th Annual Santa in the Park drew record numbers in 2017 with approximately 10,000 
people attending. We initiated a new phone app so attendees could locate booths, view 
performance times, and post pictures during the event with downloads of 200 the first hour of 
the event and 2,100 views throughout the whole event. Social media outreach delivered notices, 
fliers and information to 36,000 people through Facebook. Numbers for Santa in the Park 
surpassed all other major events occurring in Friendswood in 2017. 
 
Slides 8 and 9 
Social media presence was a big goal for KFB in 2017. The KFB Public Awareness Committee 
and Parks and Recreation, and specifically Katy Blanchard, made sure we were out front with 
posts, pictures, fliers and announcements throughout the year. Our posts and pictures during 
and after Harvey provided citizens with needed information and one posted reached 4,000 
people—that was when the Marines landed in Friendswood! We keep a monthly record of social 
media outreach to monitor numbers for future direction of the Public Awareness Committee. 
Numbers for social media outreach were up due to the fact that so many of our partners and 
community groups share our posts now. 
 
Slides 10 and 11 
The medians on 2351 and 518 suffered greatly in 2017. Destroyed plants, tire ruts, busted 
irrigation and washed away rocks and soil took a toll on them. Cold weather for several months 
didn’t help. No one in this community was more upset than the KFB board and Parks and 



Recreation about the destruction of the medians. The 2351 medians are slowing coming back 
and have been cleaned up. The 518 medians will take longer. However, with the persistence 
and many phones calls by James Toney and Kimberly Ramirez, TxDOT has agreed to redo the 
518 medians stating “the median job from the grant award given to KFB for $210,000, was not 
done correctly in the beginning”. So TxDOT will renovate all of the 518 medians in late August. 
 
Slides 12 and 13 
KFB has many wonderful partners in the community and we could not do what we do without 
them. They help us with donations, volunteers and direction. They never let us down. They are 
extremely beneficial to Keep Friendswood Beautiful and foster the success we strive for.  
 
Slide 14 
we will continue our work with our events, projects, workshops, environmental stewardship 
under the direction of the Parks and Recreation Department. The Keep Friendswood Beautiful 
Board recognizes and appreciates the work this department does for the benefit of the 
community. 
 
Slide 15 
Lastly, thank you, Mayor Holland and City Council Members for your support, your leadership 
and yes, for the funds you send our way. We will miss you, Kevin and Jim and thank you for 
your years of service. 
 
Special thanks to you, Roger, on your retirement. Your commitment over the years to KFB has 
not gone unnoticed. It has been my experience in talking with other affiliates across the state 
that not all of them have the cooperation of their City Manager. That has never been the case 
here. KFB has been extremely lucky. So, Morad, you have big shoes to fill and KFB will be 
watching you! 
 
 


