
On February 8, 2011, Mayor Pro Tem Jim Hill 
presented a $15,000 municipal grant check 
from the City to HomeTown Bank N.A. (HTB) 
for the completion of their new downtown 
building at 601 S. Friendswood Drive.  The 
$1.6 million building is 7,864 square feet and 
will be occupied by HTB and Stewart Title 
Company.  The $15,000 incentive grant 
reimburses HTB for costs related to the 
construction and development of the project 
i n c l u d i n g  d o w n t o w n  l a n d s c a p i n g 
improvements.   
This is the third project to receive a municipal grant from the City since the program’s 
inception.  In addition to the grant, due to the project’s location in the City’s Downtown 
Neighborhood Empowerment Zone, approximately $9,300 of City-related development 
fees were waived that included water and wastewater impact fees.  The recently 
completed downtown drainage improvements also enabled HTB to purchase offsite 
detention resulting in additional cost savings. 

The City of Friendswood offers a variety of programs 
and services to qualified business owners interested 
in locating or expanding their business in 
Friendswood such as municipal grants, waiving City-
related development fees for downtown projects, and 
property tax abatement.  For more information on 
economic development opportunities in Friendswood, 
call 281-996-3250 or visit www.friendswood.com.  

City Presents Municipal Grant Check to 
HomeTown Bank 

Mediation and Conference Center Under Construction 
Friendswood Mediation and Conference Center recently 
broke ground on their 5,000 square foot building nestled on 
a three-acre wooded lot at 205 E. Edgewood Drive (FM 
2351 and Mary’s Creek).  The building will open in the Fall 
2011 and provide a place for mediation and dispute 
resolution.  Mediators operating out of the facility will be 
able to schedule conference rooms as needed.  Small 
businesses and others may rent and use the facility to host 
meetings, training seminars, and other special events. 

Owners David D. Disiere and W. Jackson Wisdom saw a 
need for this type of facility in the Friendswood, Pearland, 
Clear Lake area and plan to work with local businesses to 
meet catering and other business needs.  Both are committed 
to the live here, work here mindset that will continue to benefit 
our community.  In addition to the mediators and attorneys 
who will office out of the conference center, two to four 
support staff and legal assistants will be employed as well.  

 

In 2011, commercial and residential 
developments have picked up pace in the 
city.  As always, the City has many 
resources to help further your projects that 
include demographic reports, incentives, 
and a database of available commercial 
buildings and land sites.  I am only a 
phone call or email away! 

We appreciate your interest in 
Friendswood. 
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April 6, 2011  Houston Association of 
Realtors Commercial Expo 

  
April 27-29, 2011  Texas Economic 
Development Council Spring 
Conference, Sugar Land, TX 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The City of Friendswood 
is a proud member of: 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 

www.bayareahouston.com  

Galveston County Economic Alliance 
www.gcea.us 

Friendswood Chamber of Commerce 
www.friendswood-chamber.com 

Contact 
Karen Capps 

Economic Development Coordinator 

kcapps@friendswood.com 

www.friendswood.com 

910 S. Friendswood Drive 
Friendswood, Texas 77546 

Phone: 281.996.3250 
Fax: 281.482.3722 
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Dwight Potter has successfully operated two Potter’s Liquor Stores in the city since 1985.  
He opened the first store in 1984 and due to its success, decided to open a second store 
one year later.  His two stores, located at 412 N. Friendswood Drive and 1546 Sunset 
Drive, provide liquor, wine and full service  that include keg beer, margarita machine 

rentals and Texas Lottery tickets.  Dwight recently 
purchased and remodeled the building at 412 N. 
Friendswood Drive to provide more shelving space for 
products to serve customers.  Both locations offer 3,000 
square feet of space and employ a total of ten friendly 
and competent staff members.  Dwight noted that 
“Friendswood residents tend to be loyal customers and 
shop local.”  There is an advantage to having your 
business in the middle of a community with an upscale 
customer base with a higher disposable income. 

Dwight has been a resident in Friendswood since 1988 and has been involved in the 
community through the years supporting organizations like the Rotary Club of 
Friendswood and the Friendswood Education Foundation.  He has been an active 
member of the Friendswood Chamber of Commerce for 27 years and was named 
“Business Man of the Year” by the Chamber in 2005.  In 2009, the Rotary Club of 
Friendswood recognized Dwight by bestowing him with a Paul Harris Fellow award for his 
outstanding service and collaboration with the club. 

Featuring Dwight Potter, Owner of Potter’s Liquor Store 

 

 

Residential Building Permits 

   2010 Single-family home building permits 

Month #Homes Valuation 
(in millions) 

January 19 $5.07 
February 18 $5.38 
March 18 $6.05 
April 17 $5.56 
May 8 $2.64 
June 9 $2.65 
July 7 $2.54 
August 10 $3.15 
September 11 $4.49 
October 11 $3.90 
November 12 $3.30 

Total 147 $47.20 

December 7 $2.47 

  2011 Single-family home building permits 

 
 
 

Month #Homes Valuation 
(in millions) 

January 11 $3.39 
February 16 $5.28 

Total 27 $8.67 
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New Businesses: 

• Progressive Women’s Health, 341 E. Parkwood Ave. 

• HCM 401 K Optimizer, 211 W. Edgewood Dr. 

• Ability Beyond Disability, 108 E. Shadowbend 

• Johnson Family Insurance, 402 E. Edgewood Dr. 

• Fabulous Furs, 108 W. Edgewood Dr., Suite H 
• Dollar Tree, 110 S. Friendswood Dr. 
 
Under Construction: 
• Friendswood Mediation & Conference Ctr, 205 E. Edgewood 

Business Relocations: 

• Potter’s Liquor, 412 N. Friendswood Dr. 

• VARC Solutions, 306 S. Friendswood Dr., Suite B 

• Enterprise Rent A Car, 607 S. Friendswood Dr. 

• West Ranch Lake Ridge Section 2 - 67 lots 
• West Ranch Lakeside Section 1 - 63 lots 
• Fernandez subdivision (Sunset @ Falling Leaf) - 3 lots 
• Oak Creek Forest—replat which created 2 lots from 1 

Business News 

 

Economic Incentive Programs 
Chapter 380 Municipal Grant Program 
Program description:   
Incentives may be granted for new facilities, expansion or modernization 
of existing facilities that add new taxable value to the ad valorem tax rolls, 
and to businesses renovating or occupying existing facilities within the 
city of Friendswood.  Incentive funding is based upon eligibility and the 
value of new investments. 

Eligibility – Creation of New Value: 
For downtown projects, must result in a minimum investment requirement 
of $250,000 of increased real and personal property in the city.  For basic 
industries, office and specific targeted retail projects, must result in a 
minimum investment requirement of $1,000,000 of increased real and 
personal property in the city.  For basic industries and office project ex-
pansions that are already located in the city, must result in a minimum 
investment requirement of $500,000 of increased real and personal prop-
erty in the city. 

Uses: 
Grant funds may be used for relocation assistance, land and/or building 
acquisition costs, building improvements or renovations, utility line exten-
sions and connections, payment of water and sewer impact fees, exten-
sion of public roads, drainage improvements, and downtown improve-
ments such as paved sidewalks, facades, street lighting, signage, and 
benches. 

 

Property Tax Abatement including Green Tax Abatement Incentives 
 
Authorized facility: 
A facility may be eligible for abatement if it is a corporate headquarters, 
business or manufacturing facility, research facility, regional service facil-
ity, regional distribution center, a basic industry, or a facility that is 
deemed essential to the city’s growth and that meets the guidelines of 
section 312.002 et seq. of the Tax Code. 

Eligible Property: 
An abatement may be extended to the value of commercial buildings, 
structures, fixed machinery and equipment, site improvements plus the 
office space and related fix improvements necessary to the operation and 
administration of the facility. 

 

Creation of New Value 
Standard tax abatement:   
Business must create or retain at least five jobs with eligible taxable im-
provements of at least $500,000. 

Alternative tax abatement for “Green” LEED Certification: 
The minimum value of increase attributable to LEED certification must 
equal at least $100,000 for a new or modernized commercial building.  
Total investment must be at least $1 million for platinum certification; $2 
million for gold; $4 million for silver; and $10 million for basic certification.  
No job creation is required under the green tax abatement provisions. 

Value and terms of abatement: 
City property taxes may be abated on a sliding scale for a period of 10 
years as allowed by state law. 

 

Downtown Neighborhood Empowerment Zone #1 
Program description: 
In 2008, City Council designated the downtown district as NEZ#1 to en-
courage development, renovation and expansion within the district.  The 
geographical area of NEZ#1 includes properties located along Friends-
wood Drive from FM 2351 to Castlewood and about one block east and 
west thereof that are zoned Downtown District.  Properties along Friends-
wood Drive that are located from Castlewood to Cowards Creek have the 
opportunity to opt-in to the Downtown District. 

Eligibility: 
Properties must be zoned Downtown District, for profit, and make im-
provements according to the downtown district guidelines.  

 

NEZ#1 Benefits: 
The City will waive one hundred percent (100%) of all fees related to 
construction and development, including zoning, platting, site plan review, 
building, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and gas permits for businesses 
and developers that are for profit and are zoned Downtown District.  In 
addition, the City will waive one hundred percent (100%) of water and 
wastewater impact fees for the project.  

Residential Development News 


