
 

City of Friendswood Economic Development Office Second Quarter 2011 

City Council Approves Economic Incentive Grant to 
Help Two Local Businesses Expand in Downtown 

Based on the Community and Economic Development Committee’s review and 
proposal, City Council approved a $15,000 economic incentive grant to 
Friendswood Family Chiropractic Clinic for development of their new 10,250 
square foot, one-story building that will be located downtown at 1111 S. 
Friendswood Drive at the corner of Whispering Pines. The grant will reimburse 
Friendswood Family Chiropractic Clinic for costs related to the construction 
and development of the project including providing downtown streetscaping 
improvements. 

The new office building will be constructed on a 1.1945 acre tract of land in the 
City’s downtown Neighborhood Empowerment Zone (NEZ#1), which was 
created by City Council in 2008 to encourage development, redevelopment, 
and employment in the downtown area. By locating in NEZ#1, approximately 
$14,657 of City-related development fees, water and wastewater impact fees 
for the project will be waived. The developer will provide downtown pedestrian 
improvements that include landscaping, paved sidewalks, street lighting, and 
benches. Upon completion of the new $1.3 million building, two local 
businesses will expand in the city. Friendswood Family Chiropractic Clinic will 
occupy 1,800 square feet of the building, Spuhler Medical Associates will 
occupy 4,550 square feet, and the remaining 3,900 square feet will be available 
space for lease. 

The project will provide a positive economic impact to the city, including 
increasing property tax revenues of approximately $81,914 over a 10-year 
period. In addition, fifteen jobs will be created or retained. Owners, Hassan and 
Monireh Moghaddam, said “we chose downtown Friendswood based on the 
flexible downtown district regulations set for the area. In addition, we believe 
that in the near future, as Friendswood’s downtown develops, it will be one of 
the most attractive family-oriented areas south west of Houston.”  

Mayor David Smith said “We are excited to see more resident business 
owners taking advantage of the opportunities offered in downtown Friendswood. 
In addition to the City’s fee waivers, downtown offers flexible mixed-use zoning 
and provides the ability to purchase off site detention for most sites.” 

The City offers continuous assistance to business owners to help them 
expand or relocate their businesses to the city through a variety of economic 
development incentives, such as property tax abatement, municipal grant 
incentives and tax increment financing. For more information on economic 
development opportunities in Friendswood, call 281-996-3250 or v is i t  
www.friendswood.com. 

 

Featuring Mark and Mona Conrad, 
Owners of Express Employment 

Professionals 

Mark and Mona Conrad opened Express Employment 
P ro fess iona l s  seven  yea rs  ago  a f te r  mak ing  
Friendswood their place of residence in 2000. Prior to 
deciding where to launch their business, the couple 
considered several other communities in the region. 
Ultimately they preferred Friendswood because “we 

wanted to be close to where they live and Friendswood offers a good central 
business location to take advantage of the workforce in the surrounding 
communities.“  

Located at 211 E. Parkwood, Suite 210 in 
the Parkwood Professional Building, 
Express Employment Professionals 
provides employment and human resource 
support services to area companies that 
inc ludes s ta f f ing ,  human resource 
services, and training services. Their office 
staff includes eight full time employees in 
add i t i on  t o  app rox ima te l y  150-175 
contract employees to area companies. 
Since opening in 2004, Express has placed over 450 full-time employees to 
area companies. In 2010, Express employed 468 contract employees to 
various companies in the Houston Bay/Galveston area. 

Mark and Mona have future plans to open additional local support offices in 
Brazoria County and the Pasadena/Deer Park areas. They are also planning to 
develop a specialized recruiting group and possibly a leadership training center 
in their office headquarters in Friendswood. 

Mark and Mona are members of 
v a r i o u s  l o c a l  c h a m b e r s  o f  
commerce throughout the area 
and  t he  Amer i can  S ta f f i ng  
Association. Mark is a member 
of  the Ci ty of  Fr iendswood’s 
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  E c o n o m i c  
Development Committee and the 
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B a y  A r e a  
Houston Economic Partnership’s 
Small Business Committee. You 
can also find Mark and Mona 
involved in many community organizations in the area. They are the area 
sponsors to the Children’s Miracle Network and were named the 2011 Houston 
Bay Area Executive Leadership Committee member for the American Heart 
Association’s Heart Walk. As franchisee owners, Mark and Mona have earned 
several awards from Express Employment Professional including the Circle of 
Excellence office award and 2010 Neighborhood Marketing Award. 

 

Karen's Sidebar 

There are many capi tal  improvement 
projects underway in the city including the 
installation of new water and sewer lines at 
FM 2351 and Beamer. To find out more 
about how these new improvements can 
facilitate business development, view our 
new capital improvement projects video! 
http://tinyurl.com/3ll7qg3. 

Calendar of Events 

Texas Economic Development Council 
Annual Conference 
October 5-7, 2011 
Fort Worth, TX 

Business News 

 

New Businesses 

l Dunn Brothers Coffee 
201 S. Friendswood Dr.  

l Females N Sportz Gifts 
160 S. Friendswood Dr.  

l George Brown, M.D. 
215 E. Parkwood Dr.  

l Clear Choice Orthodontics 
320 E. Edgewood Dr.  

l Friendswood Wireless 
101 E. Edgewood Dr., Suite B  

l Little Closet Boutique 
2407 W. Parkwood Ave., #101  

l Carley’s Resale 
2407 W. Parkwood Ave., #107  

l Stewart Title Company 
601 S. Friendswood Drive., #103  

l 518 Café Chinese Restaurant 
145 N. Friendswood Dr.  

Business 
Relocations/Expansions 

l Re/Max Select 
363 E. Parkwood Avenue  

2011 Single-family Home 
Building Permits 

  

Month Homes
Valuation 
(millions)

January 11 $3.39

February 16 $5.28

March 25 $9.39

April 17 $5.06

May 17 $4.87

Total 86 $27.99

http://www.friendswood.com/
http://www.livehereworkhere.com/
http://tinyurl.com/3ll7qg3
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