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Friendswood ranks among top in 
country

Recently, Friendswood was named the "Best Affordable Suburb" in Texas for 2009 by Business 
Week magazine. This distinction demonstrates how Friendswood provides good schools, low crime, 
reasonable commutes, a strong economy and a good quality of life for its residents. To access 
Friendswood's ranking and to read the full story, click here.

Peterson Plantation Plaza breaks 
ground
 

Peterson Plantation Plaza broke ground Feb. 27. The 10,000-square-foot commercial development on 
1.14 acres at 1410 Winding Way will consist of two 5000-square-foot buildings. Construction is estimated 
to be completed by September.

The first building will be occupied by Riley-Sherman Shipping Agency Inc. (RSSA), an oceanic 
transportation logistics company that provides routing and coordination services for vessels and tanks 
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2009 is off to a great start with several new office park projects 
underway. It’s great to see more residents opting to live and work in 
Friendswood. And with another national ranking – “Best Affordable 
Suburb” in Texas – demonstrating the exceptional qualities of our 
city, I am pleased with how this year is beginning.  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mark your calendar and look for the City of Friendswood Economic 
Development Office at the following:

Texas Economic Development  
Council Spring Meeting 
April 29 - May 1, 2009 
Midland, TX

Houston Association of  
Realtors Commercial Expo 
April 15, 2009 

 

 

 
The City of Friendswood 
is a proud member of:

 
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 

www.bayareahouston.com 

 
Galveston County Economic Alliance 

www.gcea.us

Friendswood Chamber of Commerce 
www.friendswood-chamber.com

 

 

transporting international cargo. Headquartered in Friendswood with operations in Houston, New 
Orleans and Corpus Christi, RSSA is currently expanding its operations.

The second building will be a build-to-suit for lease.

Pictured with shovels at the groundbreaking are Carolyn Sherman and Richard Peterson along with 
several other RSSA employees.

Visionary groundbreaking

Parkwood Vision Center broke ground on their new 2002-square-foot facility, which will be located in the 
Cowards Creek office park at 1102 S. Friendswood Dr., Suite A. The total square footage of the property 
will be 6000 square feet with Galveston Insurance Associates occupying the remainder in Suite B. After 
Hurricane Ike, Parkwood Vision Center was forced to relocate to a temporary site in Friendswood. The 
Center plans to complete construction by the end of June.
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Contact 
Karen Capps 

Economic Development Coordinator 
 

kcapps@ci.friendswood.tx.us 
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us 

 
910 S. Friendswood Drive 

Friendswood, Texas 77546 
Phone: 281.996.3250 

Fax: 281.482.3722

Pictured from left to right at the Feb. 12 groundbreaking: Gina Welsh, Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital; William Rearick, Moody National Bank and Friendswood Chamber of Commerce chairman; 
Mark Smith, Cowards Creek Office Park; Mayor David Smith; William Pope and Wendy Pope, 
Parkwood Vision Center; Allan Rasmussan, HomeTown Bank of Friendswood; Karen Capps, City of 
Friendswood economic development coordinator; Elisa Williams, Perfect Arrangement Interiors; Ferne 
Polk, Mary Kay Cosmetics. 

Downtown Updates

The downtown remodel of Roberts Office Plaza, located 
at 306 S. Friendswood Drive, is nearing completion. The 
plaza features four 1500-square-foot office/retail spaces, 
each with an optional 1200 square feet of upstairs space 
available for lease.

City expands Downtown District to 
include Cowards Creek 
On November 17, 2008, City Council approved 
amendments to the Neighborhood Empowerment Zone 
(NEZ) #1 to expand the geographical boundaries of the Downtown District (Area A) to include the area 
along Friendswood Drive from Castlewood to Cowards Creek (Area B), as shown in the below map.

Businesses and developers in Area B have the opportunity to opt-in to Downtown District incentives, as 
long as they are for profit and incorporate façade and/or sidewalk improvements according to the 
downtown district zoning guidelines into their development. For more information on the NEZ #1, click 
here. 
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Downtown drainage Improvements  
The City is currently in preliminary engineering for the FM 518 downtown drainage improvement project. 
The estimated $6 million project will significantly improve the drainage capabilities for properties along 
FM 518, south of E. Willowick to Cowards Creek. This joint endeavor between the City and Galveston 
County is anticipated to break ground in the first quarter of 2010 and be completed by year’s end. 

Live Here Work Here

Featuring Dr. Helen Stehouwer, D.V.
M. and Parkwood Animal Hospital 
Parkwood Animal Hospital & Boarding, under the 
direction of local veterinarian and Friendswood resident 
Dr. Helen Stehouwer, 
D.V.M., has begun construction on a new, state-of-the-
art, full-service facility that will be located at 1301 W. 
Parkwood Ave. Stehouwer plans to employ eight 
individuals the first two years, and up to 11 people 
thereafter. The facility, the first of its kind in Friendswood, is being constructed at an estimated cost of 
$650,000.

The qualities that allowed Friendswood to receive its 
prestigious ranking in Business Week are the same 
qualities that contribute to Dr. Stehouwer’s decision to 
live and work in this city. "Friendswood is a city which 
takes great pride in its local businesses and the role they 
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play within the community by providing them with the 
greatest programs, support and opportunity to succeed. 
We are proud to be a part of a community whose center 
of value is on God, family – including their pets – and 
education,” said Dr. Stehouwer.

The 5000-square-foot facility will feature a small animal hospital and treatment area that will include a 
diagnostic lab, digital radiography, pharmacy, surgery suite, ICU and isolation ward. The hospital will 
provide medical, surgical, dentistry, wellness and prevention services for pets.

Parkwood offers separate accommodations for cats and dogs. There is an isolated waiting area and 
exam room for cats, in addition to a separate kitty condo area with an outdoor view. The facility also has 
an indoor, air conditioned dog run, which can expand for multiple pets. This, along with six luxury suites 
for pampered pets completes Parkwood’s full range of boarding options.

Parkwood also offers grooming services and various veterinary retail products.

For more information, visit www.parkwoodanimalhospital.com. 

Campaign encourages living and  
 
working in Friendswood

Friendswood’s Community Economic Development Committee (CEDC) placed a billboard on FM 2351 to 
launch its Live Here Work Here campaign in the city. The billboard message is the catalyst for the 
campaign and serves as a reminder to residents and commuters that Friendswood is a great place to 
live and work. As the campaign components roll out, the CEDC anticipates increased interest in 
business relocations and openings in the city. 
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New junior high project begins

Brae Burn Construction Company broke ground on Friendswood ISD’s new 245,000-square-foot junior 
high school Feb. 11. The $40-million complex will be situated on FM 518 within view of Centennial Park. 

The school will consist of a junior high and a sixth grade center housing 1,800 students. Students will 
share a library, cafeteria, auditorium, band hall and clinic. Classrooms will feature state-of-the-art 
technology.

The junior high is a great addition to FISD, which was recently rated the #1 most efficient school district 
in Texas based on a combined evaluation of cost per student and student performance. Project 
completion is estimated to be Fall 2010.

Business News 

New Businesses:

●     Ziki Sushi & Hibachi Restaurant, 307 W. Parkwood Ave. 

●     Dr. Sophia Armstrong, DDS, 407 E. Parkwood Ave. 

●     UTMB Neurology and Pain Management, 807 S. Friendswood Dr., Ste. 5 

●     Salon Source, 607 S. Friendswood Dr., Ste. 6 

●     Allstate Insurance, 1305 W. Parkwood Ave., Ste. A-105 

●     Re/Max Select I Friendswood, 7 Oaktree St. 

●     Dr. Lisa Routh – Brainwaves, 341 E. Parkwood Ave. 

●     Global Sleep, 339 E. Parkwood Ave. 

●     Nationwide Insurance, 117 E. Edgewood Dr. 

●     Jaycees Fire and Ice Deli, 400 W. Parkwood Ave., Ste. 104 

●     Le Bone Grooming and Pet Motel, 5131 FM 2351 B 

Business Relocations/Expansions:

●     Copy Doctor, 1101 S. Friendswood Drive 
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Residential Development 

2008 Single-family Home Building Permits

 
Month 

 
Homes

 
Valuation 
(in millions)

January 16 $5.8
February 19 $6.9
March 16 $5.9
April 18 $5.2
May 29 $8.3
June 35 $12.15
July 26 $7.61
August 17 $5.2
September 9 $3.85
October 7 $2.50
November 8 $2.2
December 5 $1.8
   
Total 205 $67.41

2009 Single-family Home Building Permits

 
Month 

 
Homes

 
Valuation 
(in millions)

January 8 $2.83
February 11 $3.3

 

© 2009 City of Friendswood Economic Development Office 
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