
Sturgis Public Library 

            Behavior Policy 

(Rules of Conduct) 

 

In order to provide and maintain the library as a reliable community resource in a 

comfortable, safe, and welcoming atmosphere for all, we ask that you observe the following 

Library Rules of Conduct: 

 

Be considerate of others.  Behavior appropriate to public areas is expected at all times.  Loud 

talking, raucous laughter, offensive or abusive language such as profanity, obscenity, racially or 

sexually harassing comments, threatening language or otherwise engaging in disruptive behavior 

is not allowed.  Harmful acts such as hitting or pushing, running or playing physically active 

games are prohibited throughout the library. 

 

Entry to the building must be kept safe and uninterrupted and there is no loitering on the 

sidewalks or steps.  Skateboarding, biking or rollerblading is not allowed anywhere on the 

property, inside or out.  Bicycles must be placed in the bicycle racks.   

 

Admittance will not be granted to those not wearing shoes, shirts, and other proper attire.  

Exposed swimsuits and obscene clothing are not allowed.  Strong body odors, strong perfume, or 

essential oils may interfere with other patrons’ use of the library.  Patrons may be asked to leave 

the library if excessive odors become a disturbance. 

 

Patrons may not enter non-public areas, including staff workrooms, offices, and storage areas 

without proper authorization from the Library Director or his/her designee. 

 

Electronic devices are permitted only when used with headphones that keep sound from being 

heard by others.  Patrons are encouraged to use their cell phones in the lobby areas or, if needed, 

in the study room. 

 

Smoking is not allowed in the library or in the breezeways or within 25 feet of the building; use 

of e-cigarettes is also prohibited.   Drugs and/or alcohol are not allowed. 

 

Any object that is displayed or used in a manner appearing to intimidate and/or cause fear or 

harm to patrons or staff is not allowed on library premises. 

 

The designated quiet areas are the study and testing room on the main floor, and the Bob Lee 

corner upstairs. 

 

Animals are not allowed in the library except as needed to assist patrons with disabilities. 

 

Use of the meeting rooms or the balcony is not allowed without proper authorization and should 

be reserved in advance whenever possible. 

 

Moving furniture or putting feet on furniture is not allowed. 

 

Laying or lounging on the floor, or sleeping anywhere in the building is not allowed. 

 

 

Library patrons who ignore staff requests to comply with the above policies will be asked to leave 

the library property.  Patrons who repeatedly violate the behavior policy or pose a threat to the 



comfort and safety of other patrons or the library staff may have their library privileges 

suspended for a time period specified by the Library Director. 

 
 

 

 

 

The Library Child Safety Policy 
 

 

The Sturgis Public Library welcomes children of all ages and offers a wide variety of 

programs, services, and materials for them.  While the library is intended as a “door to 

lifelong learning” it is also a public building.  Almost 85,000 people visit our library 

every year.  Anyone can enter and leave the building without supervision by the library 

staff. 

The library staff has many duties to attend to in serving our patrons and is unable to 

provide supervision or care for young children in the library.  Without the knowledge of 

the library staff, a stranger could approach a young child left alone in the library or that 

child might wander out of the library and off the library premises.  The library cannot 

assume responsibility for children left in the library, nor can it assume responsibility for 

children left at the library at closing time.  To insure that children have a pleasant, safe 

experience at the library, parents and/or caregivers are asked to observe the following 

rules: 

 

1. Children under the age of 8 should be within sight of a parent or responsible 

caretaker over age 16 at all times while on library property. 

 

2. Arrangements should be made to pick up all children before library closing 

time.  (Library hours are Monday-Thursday 8:00am-7:00pm, Friday 8:00am-5:00pm, 

and Saturday 8:00am-4pm; closed Sundays and holidays.)  If a child is not picked up 

by closing time, and library staff has attempted to contact the 

parents/caregivers and contact has not been made, the staff member will 

contact the Sturgis Police Department and will place the child in the custody 

of the police. 

 

3. Everyone regardless of age is subject to all library rules and regulations.  

Parents or guardians are responsible for the conduct of their minor children 

(under age 18) while on library property, regardless of whether or not they 

accompany the child to the library.  If children without adequate supervision 

are misbehaving on library property the police will be called to take 

appropriate action. 

 

4. An incident report will be filed for each violation of these rules.  Repeated 

violations of these rules may result in suspension of library privileges 

 

 

 



Young Children 

 

The Sturgis Public Library encourages visits by young children and it is our desire to 

make this important visit both memorable and enjoyable for the child.  Library staff is 

not expected to assume responsibility for the care of unsupervised children in the 

library. 

Therefore, it is library policy that all children under age eight (8) must be 

accompanied by a parent or designated responsible person while in the library.  Also, 

if the young child is attending a library program, we require the parent/responsible 

person to remain in the library throughout the program. 

 

 

Disruptive children: 

 

Children of all ages are encouraged to use the library for homework, recreational 

reading, and program attendance.  The library staff realizes that the library will be 

noisier at busy times and the children by nature can cause more commotion.  

However, children (whether with parents or not) who are being continually disruptive 

will be given a verbal warning that he/she must settle down or will be asked to leave 

the library.  If after a second warning the child continues to be disruptive, he/she will 

be asked to leave the library.  If the child needs to contact a parent, they may do so 

and then wait with a staff person until the parent arrives. 
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