
 

 

City of Sandy 

Transit Advisory Committee 
 

The Transit Office 

16610 Champion Way 

                                               5:30-7:00 p.m. June 15, 2016 

 

 NOTES 

 

Present:  Heather Michet, Lois Coleman, Joseph Lowe, Roxanne Tolva  

 

Staff Present:  Andi Howell, Muna Rustam, Janice Johnston, Joyce LeDoux 

 

Neighboring Agencies Present:  Teresa Christopherson, Mt Hood Express 
 

I. Introductions & Check-in    

 

II.  Approval of Agenda –unanimous approval                              

 
III. Approval of Meeting Notes 3/16/2016 – unanimous approval 

 

IV. Elections 
Heather Michet was elected the Chair of the Transit Advisory Committee 

and Joseph Lowe was elected the Co-Chair of the Committee. Lois 

commented she was glad to see that the TAC was changing to a more 

formalized group that aligned with similar organizations. Andi noted that 

the Committee/meetings would continue to evolve and develop.  

 

 

V. Neighbor Updates 

                                          

MHX  
Teresa mentioned that 2 staff had been out of the office leaving her to cover three positions. 

Although that presented some challenges they were proceeding with the first of 2 phases for 

service model implementation. Implementation is expected by the end of June. A review of 

the funding for our region indicates some limitations. The FLAP is a grant that will have 

stiff competition this year but Teresa is cautiously optimistic that joint application with 

SAM may receive funding. MHX is also looking to extend the route to Warm Springs while 

CAT is applying to extend from the Gorge to Government Camp, creating a loop around the 

mountain and extending out to the Valley. A final project that is in process is to expand the 

Village Shuttle, creating a weekend route. The residents have expressed the need for this 

service, particularly for weekend commuters.  

 

 

  

 
 
 



 

 

VI.  Highlights 
 

The Longest Day 
The Longest Day Parkway, a city sponsored event, promotes health, alternative 
means of transportation, and civic pride. It will be Monday, June 20th, from 6:30-
8:00 pm. SAM staff will participate and have purchased bike reflectors and water 
bottles as giveaways.  
 

 Bus on Loan 
Schetky has loaned us a Ford bus to evaluate for our upcoming Shopping Shuttle bus purchase. 
All attendees of the meeting went out to evaluate and compare the current ARBOC bus to the 
loaner. Features were noted as more spacious feel, better view for driver, and forward facing 
wheelchairs. Some concern was expressed over the ramp steepness. Along with that, concern 
over the wheel chair restraints could be a tripping hazard and the tracks more difficult to work 
with.  
 
Shopping Shuttle 
The next three to six months the focus will be on getting this route up and running. 
Optimistically, December is the launch date for the shuttle, in time for the holiday shopping 
season. The bus will take a minimum of three months to arrive from the time of purchase, 
making September the earliest possible time to receive it. Andi noted that we will begin to 
market the shuttle and would like everyone to be actively promoting it to ensure residents are 
aware. Possible names include Sandy Shopper and SAM Shopping Shuttle. The shuttle is a 
fixed route that is designed to lessen the burden to STAR by creating a fixed route that hits 
areas that are not easily accessible to our mainline. It will take people to the various shopping 
centers and doctor’s offices as well as connecting them to the main route at no charge. This is 
funded for three years. Lois reminded the Committee that the city is moving toward a new 
branding scheme that will ensure a seamless look for all of the City’s departments. Each 
department will also have a color theme. Roxy asked if there were any advertising plans. Andi 
stated that we would be generating flyers, mailings, and putting information in the water bills. 
Joseph mentioned the Citizen News as one possible resource to advertise as it goes to every 
home. Other discussion determined that this was a business friendly program that could be 
utilized to foster good relations with the business community.  
 
The Sandy Mountain Festival Parade 
The theme for this year’s parade is “Blazing the Trail.” It will be on July 7th at 7:00 pm. Andi 
would like to incorporate the new shopping shuttle into the theme, blazing a shopping shuttle 
trail. The current idea was turning the bus into a shopping bag with produce. Roxy stated she 
thought that it might be a way to incorporate support from the business community and 
possibly using the business names or other products in the bag might be useful. Andi requested 
suggestions be emailed to her.  
 

 
VII. Asset Mapping                                                                  

Andi made a request for everyone to provide a list of organizations and associations with 
which individuals had affiliations. The purpose was to enable networking for marketing, 
outreach and various projects. Andi cited examples from both Caren and Heather’s lists and 
examples of how they might be utilized such as using artistic skills to create a SAM route 
poster or knowing who might have journalistic skills to update the website.  Multiple 
connections were suggested along with confirmation that everyone would provide a listing.  
 
New Board Members 



 

 

There is a need for new board members to replace the retiring ones. Andi invited everyone 
reach out looking for potential candidates. Discussion was had as to what the qualifications 
were. Resident riders were the key desirables. However, Lois mentioned that we could 
reserve some spots for members at large as well as reach out to Estacada, a community that 
we do service. She also suggested an ad in the paper. Joseph mentioned the Citizen News 
as one of the resources that people look to as well.  
 

VIII. Next Meeting Date 
 

 The next meeting will be held on September 21, 2016, from 5:30-7:00 pm.  Location 
TBD.  
 

IX.  Adjourned                                                                                             7:00 


