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BACKGROUND

This Design Elements Portfolio was created for the City of Hudsonville as part of the community’s participation in Ottawa County’s Urban Smart Growth Demonstration 
Project.  The Ottawa County Planning Commission developed the Project to demonstrate that urban communities have the ability to attract and retain new and 
existing residents despite the trend occurring in a majority of urban areas where residents are moving out of the cities and into more rural areas.

One of the primary components of the Project was to develop a highly-visual, graphics-based master plan and zoning ordinance that would improve the ability of an 
urban community to effectively plan for future growth and development.  As a result of the unique partnership between the City and Ottawa County, the community’s 
master plan and zoning ordinance have been completely redesigned to include an assortment of images and artistic renderings to not only make it easier for community 
leaders to plan for future growth, but also provide developers, business owners, and residents with a clear understanding of what the community wants to look like 
in the future.  Several new planning techniques have also been incorporated in the documents that are each designed to enhance the vibrancy, livability, and aesthetic 
character of the City of Hudsonville.

In order to develop the highly-visual, graphics-based master plan and zoning ordinance, this Design Elements Portfolio was created as a means to compile a variety of 
images and renderings that illustrate the intended character of the City of Hudsonville and to serve as an architectural guidebook for the community.  The illustrations 
included in the Portfolio were developed as a result of several public meetings held with residents and business owners to learn what they liked about the community, 
what they would like to improve, and what they would like Hudsonville to look like in the future.

The architectural style that was ultimately developed for the City of Hudsonville encompasses the small-town character that the community wants to maintain as 
well as the vibrant and pedestrian-friendly environment that its wants to create in the community’s downtown shopping district and commercial areas.  The selected 
architectural style is comprised of several unique design elements that, if incorporated in a building’s design, can enhance the building’s aesthetic appeal.

As a result of Ottawa County’s Urban Smart Growth Demonstration Project, it is anticipated that the innovative techniques and planning principles developed 
and implemented in the City of Hudsonville will serve as a model for other urban communities that are working to enhance the vibrancy, livability, and aesthetic 
character of their respective communities.  
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overview

Purpose of The Architectural Design Elements Portfolio
West Michigan’s small towns have a rich architectural heritage that has created a collection of places that are distinct and remarkable for their diversity and unique regional character.  While the architecture 
of the buildings varies from town to town, a common architectural language was shared by the region’s traditional builders, which has resulted in the unique character and quality of neighborhoods, public 
spaces, parks, and downtown streets.  As we walk along these streets today, it is the graceful architecture,  the basic ornament of the building’s storefront,  the grandeur of tall narrow windows, and the 
gracefulness of a cornice detail that tell us where we are, and ultimately lead to placemaking.

It is our intent, through the use of The Hudsonville Architectural Design Elements Portfolio, to create places that are based in this rich architectural heritage.  Places that tell us where we are and who we are.  
This portfolio is intended to provide the City of Hudsonville with the ability to defi ne its new architecture which will result in neighborhoods, shopping districts, streetscapes and buildings that are timeless, 
classic and built for today as well as for generations to come. 

The purpose of The Hudsonville Architectural Design Elements Portfolio is to rekindle an appreciation for an architectural and building tradition that is rarely practiced today.  Re-establishing the vernacular 
building tradition that has led to this rich architectural heritage will facilitate the development of an endearing and enduring place.  As part of this portfolio, we are not only building on the traditional realm 
of architecture, but also embracing the contemporary spirit of architecture so that all ranges of  building can become part of a new era in the City of Hudsonville.

During the preceding months, we have held numerous public input sessions, which have generated a few common themes as they relate to architecture and the art of creating places.  Through these visioning 
sessions, the citizens of Hudsonville have indicated what they desire their city to look like in the future and this includes, in no small part, the architecture and buildings that defi ne the city.  The citizens 
almost universally desired an architecture that had a human scale and was based in tradition.  While the desired architecture was beautiful and grand, it was not overly ornate, but rather very similar to that 
of other small towns in West Michigan.  The citizen’s desire for a unique place that told them they were in Hudsonville, has led to The Hudsonville Architectural Design Elements Portfolio.
  
These unique places all have many things in common, one of which is that they are pedestrian oriented, rather than auto oriented.  It is our intent to create pedestrian oriented places that are based within 
this rich architectural heritage.

The Hudsonville Architectural Design Elements Portfolio provides pa� erns for traditional buildings as a resource for individual owners, local builders, architects and the City of Hudsonville as a place to 
start in creating the kind of Hudsonville that was visioned during the community input sessions.  Whether remodeling or rehabilitating an existing building or constructing a new building, users will be able 
to fi nd appropriate pa� erns to help guide the process of designing and building architecture that is consistent with traditions of West Michigan small towns.
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How To Use The Architectural Design Elements Portfolio
Step 1: Identify Neighborhood Context Zone and Building Siting 
The building types referenced in the Hudsonville Design Elements Portfolio are appropriate for certain neighborhood context zones in the City of Hudsonville.  All building types indicated in this portfolio 
are not appropriate for all neighborhood context zones.  The user of this portfolio is required to determine what neighborhood context zone his/her site is located in, and then to determine what range of 
building types are appropriate for that zone.  

The initial step is to review the range of opportunities of building types for the neighborhood context zone where your parcel is located and then establish the proper placement of the building on the site, 
including street frontage, buildable areas and setback requirements.  Upon completion of this step, the user can now begin to determine the more specifi c details of the desired building type and move to 
step 2. 

Step 2: Identify Appropriate Building Type
Building types that are appropriate for the City of Hudsonville are detailed in this portfolio; they are delineated in individual sections.  These sections follow the structure outlined below.

HISTORY & CHARACTER: The fi rst page of every building type section begins with a cover sheet that includes a brief description of the building type and its local history. Photos of relevant examples of 
the type in the West Michigan Region have been documented and are shown along with a list of essential elements related to each building type. 

GALLERY OF POSSIBILITIES: These page(s) contain photographs of primarily regional examples of each building type.  These photos are to provide inspiration for design as it relates to the building type.  
These are examples of possibilities and are not intended to be copied in the design of the building.

MINIMUM STANDARDS: These pages typically provide a front (street side) elevation drawing, a schematic plan and schematic profi le or section that convey the minimum architectural standards of the 
particular building type.  These drawings relay the critical vertical dimensions and basic features of the facade in a graphic form that is intended to defi ne critical elements as they relate to the design of the 
building type. 

MASSING & COMPOSITION: Massing and composition will vary per building type, with some types requiring a more substantial description than others.  This section describes the basic massing or shapes 
for each of the Hudsonville building types.  Massing and composition are described with photographic examples of various conditions.  Where applicable, facade composition diagrams are also included to 
convey appropriate composition of the various facades for each building type.  

WINDOWS: While the window section will vary per building type, it is important to remember that windows are one of the most important building components.  Appropriate proportion of windows and 
their placement on the building elevation are of critical importance.  Both the shape and the style of windows are conveyed in this section.  Typical window compositions are illustrated for each building 
type.  Typical window proportions, trim details and special window or door elements are illustrated within this section.  For ground fl oor retail buildings, storefront details are also included.  The storefront 
is an absolute critical feature for any ground fl oor, street facing building that contains retail.

MISCELLANEOUS DETAILS: Depending on the building type, other important details are included in this section.  These details can include alternate canopies, balconies and building cornices.  Additionally, 
building signage standards and building landscape standards are included where appropriate.

GALLERY OF MATERIALS: This section contains a list of acceptable materials and their application.  The reason that the application of these materials is important is that the building types conveyed in this 
portfolio are intended to aid in the creation of pedestrian friendly places. Without appropriate materials and details, the scale at which a pedestrian experiences the building will be compromised. In addition 
to the gallery of materials, an abbreviated list of material manufacturers for the items referenced in the gallery is provided in the appendix.  This list can serve as a reference or resource when searching for 
the appropriate building supplies from local sources.
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n s
 A. Hudsonville Co� age Retail

One and two story lap-sided buildings with sign band between store-
front and upper stories.  Front facades typically  have gable roofs.
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A.9
BUILDING

MASSING AND
COMPOSITION 

Simple gable on main building mass with shed roofed 
addition.

Simple gable on main building mass with fl at roofed addi-
tion.

Traditional storefront added to residential typology. A series of diff erent co� age retail buildings joined together to 
form streetscape.  Masses should be articulated diff erently to 
achieve smaller scale of these buildings with diff erent heights 
and roof types.
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n s
  B.   Hudsonville Retail

One story buildings with sign band above storefront.  
Storefront has large windows and recessed glass door.
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n s
 C.   Hudsonville Mixed Use

Two and three story buildings with sign band between storefront and upper 
stories.  Storefront has large windows and recessed glass doors.
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n s
 D. Hudsonville Industrial Shop

One or two story masonry or metal paneled buildings with a 
window and door pa� ern on the ground fl oor
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Material Manufacturers
The following partial list of national manufacturers of
building products is being provided as a starting point
for developers, architects and building owners in their
search for appropriate materials for their new
construction or rehabilitation efforts. These products
have been selected due to their appropriateness for the
architectural patterns outlined in this portfolio.

Windows
Marvin (www.marvin.com)

Wood double-hung and casement windows
Clad double-hung and casement

with aluminum trim
Replacement sash w/profiled

aluminum panning
Wood or clad simulated divided lights (SDL)
French doors

Caradco (www.jeld-wen.com)
Wood double-hung and casement
Clad double-hung and casement with

aluminum trim
Wood or clad simulated divided lights (SDL)
French doors

Windsor (www.windsorwindows.com)
Wood double-hung and casement
Wood simulated divided light (SDL)
Direct set transoms and sidelights

Shutters
Southern Shutter Company
(www.southernshutter.com)

J&L Shutters (www.jlshutters.com)

Stephen Fuller Signature Series (composite shutters)

Aluminum Storefronts
Kawneer (www.kawneer.com)

Tubelite (www.tubeliteinc.com)

United States Aluminum (www.usalum.com)

Entry Doors
Simpson (www.simpsondoor.com)

Wood doors: Performance Series

ThermaTru (www.thermatru.com)
Fiberglass and steel doors

Peachtree (www.peach99.com)
Fiberglass and steel doors

Columns
Turncraft (www.turncraft.com)

Architecturally correct round and square
composite and wood columns; Arts & Crafts
tapered square

Column & Post (www.columnpost.com)
Architecturally correct round and square
composite columns

Somerset (www.somersetcolumns.com)
Architecturally correct round and square wood
columns and pilasters

HB&G (http://www.hbgcolumns.com)
Composite columns
PermaPorch system: Cellular PVC

Exterior Siding (synthetic options)
James Hardie (www.jameshardie.com)

Hardiplank (fiber cement), lap siding, shingle,
panel, and soffit products

CertainTeed (www.certainteed.com)
Weatherboards (fiber cement) lap siding,
shingle, panel, and soffit products

Exterior Molding and Trim (synthetic options)
Chemcrest (www.chemcrest.com)

Classic Moulding & Door: Crown, bed, casing,
and brackets in polyurethane

Azek (www.azek.com)
Cellular PVC sheet (4' x 8', 4' x 10' & 4' x 12')
3/4'' thick trim boards,
5/4'' thick trim boards (4'' and 6'' widths),
Tongue-and groove paneling

Royal Wood (www.royalwood.com)
Composite 1x trim boards, brickmould and T&G
paneling for exterior ceilings

Fypon or Duraflex (www.fypon.com)
Trim
Mouldings

Exterior Ceilings
Georgia-Pacific (www.gp.com)

“PlyBead Classic” or T&G beaded paneling

Roof Shingles
GAF Materials Corporation (www.gaf.com)

CertainTeed (www.certainteed.com)

Georgia-Pacific (www.gp.com)
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Glossary of Terms
Apron: Trim below a window sill.

Architrave: The lowest part of an
entablature, sometimes used by itself.

Balustrade: An entire railing system
including a top rail, balusters, and often
a bottom rail.

Batten: A narrow strip of wood applied
to cover a joint along the edges of two
parallel boards in the same plane.

Beaded-Profile Panels: Panels
manufactured to resemble traditional
bead board.

Brickmold: Window or door trim,
typically 2 inches wide.

Capital: The topmost member, usually
decorated, of a column, pilaster, etc.

Corbeling: Brickwork projecting
successively more in each course to
support or meet a structure above.

Corner Board: A board which is used as
trim on the external corner of a wood
framed structure.

Cornice: An ornamental molding at the
meeting of the roof and walls; usually
consists of bed molding, soffit, fascia,
and crown molding.

Crown Molding: Projecting molding
forming the top member of a cornice,
door or window frame.

Dentil: One of a band of small, square,
tooth-like blocks forming part of the
characteristic ornamentation of some
classical orders.

Doric Order: The column and
entablature developed by the Dorian
Greeks, sturdy in proportion, with a
simple cushion capital, a frieze of
triglyphs and metopes, and mutules in
the cornice.

Entablature: In classical architecture, the
elaborated beam member carried by the
columns, horizontally divided into
architrave, frieze, and cornice.

Facade: The exterior face of the building
which is the architectural front,
sometimes distinguished from the other
faces by elaboration of ornament.

Fascia: Vertical board that terminates a
sloped roof at the eave.

Frieze: The middle horizontal member
of a classical entablature, above the
architrave and below the cornice.

Frit: Small friable particles produced by
quenching molten glassy material.

Gable: The vertical triangular portion of
the end of a building having a double
sloping roof, from the level of the
cornice or eaves to the ridge of the roof.

Gable Roof: A roof having a gable at
one or both ends.

Hipped Roof: A roof which slopes
upward from all four sides of a
building, requiring a hip rafter at each
corner.

Ionic Order: The classical order of
architecture characterized by its capital
with large volutes, an entablature,
continuous frieze, and by its elegant
detailing.

Jack Arch: A flat or straight masonry
arch.

Light: A pane of glass, a window or a
subdivision of a window.

Lintel: A horizontal structural member
(such as a beam) over an opening which
carries the weight of the wall above it.

Louver: An assembly of sloping,
overlapping blades or slats designed to
admit air and/or light and exclude rain
and snow.

Mullion and Muntin: The vertical and
horizontal members separating (and
often supporting) window, doors, or
panels set in series.

Ogee Curve: a double curve resembling
an S-shape.

Parapet: The part of a wall that is
entirely above the roof.

Pediment: In classical architecture, the
triangular gable end of the roof above
the horizontal cornice. Also, a surface
used ornamentally over doors or
windows.

Pilaster: An engaged pier or pillar, often
with capital and base.

Rafter Tails: A rafter, bracket, or joist
which projects beyond the side of a
building and supports an overhanging
portion of the roof.

Roof Pitch: The slope of a roof
expressed as a ratio of its vertical rise to
its horizontal rise.

Sash: Any framework of a window.
May be movable or fixed; may slide in a
vertical plane or pivoted.

Simulated Divided Light: Refers to a
light in a window sash that is visually
subdivided by applied muntins that
simulates a true divided sash.

Skirt Board: A board set horizontally at
the bottom of wall cladding.

Soffit: the exposed undersurface of any
overhead component of a building, such
as a beam, cornice, lintel, or vault.

Stile-and-rail: Door construction that
utilizes a framework of vertical and
horizontal members infilled with panels.

Transom: A horizontal bar of wood or
stone across a window. Also the
window or opening above the transom
bar.

Turnbuckle: A device for connecting
and tightening a line, rod or stay.

Vernacular Architecture: A mode of
building based on regional forms and
materials.

Vocabulary: A collection of related
architectural elements, materials or
stylistic conventions used to describe a
building or structure.

Water Course orWater Table: A board
or masonry projection fixed to the foot
of a wall to shoot water away from it.




