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Zoning Board of Appeals          
     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

Monthly meeting:  Wednesday July 9, 2015 in the City Hall. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Richard Bartholomew, John Kowarik, Sam Pollastro Jr., Earl 

Robinson and new member Jeffrey Bell.  Phyllis Sochrin was excused. 

 

Also present – Building Official Carlo Sarmiento. 

 

Public portion:  This public portion is to satisfy section 101 of the Charter of the City of Derby.  

No one came forward.  Public portion was closed. 

 

Approval of minutes:  Motion was made by John Kowarik and second by Earl Robinson.  

Move to accept the minutes of the June 24, 2015 meeting, as written.  Motion carried with Sam 

Pollastro Jr. and Jeffrey Bell abstaining. 

 

Application – Applicant: Richard Lindner.  Location of affected premises – 72 Mount Pleasant 

Street, Derby, CT 06418.  Appealing Section 195-13 E(1) and 195-13 E(2) seeking to build a 

two-family house. 

 

The certified letter receipts were received. 

 

Mr. Sarmiento explained that the lot was owned by Frank Pepe and Mr. Pepe had the lot 

approved for a single family dwelling.  Mr. Lindner would like to construct a two family structure 

with the same footprint as previously approved.  Mr. Linder stated that the neighborhood is 

mostly two-family dwellings. He is seeking variances for: 

 Actual Required Variance request 

Lot width (195-13 E (1)) 72 feet 75 feet 3 feet 

Lot area (195-13 E (2)) 8,309 sq feet 10,000 sq feet 1,691 sq feet 

 

Mr. Pollastro felt more information on this lot was needed.  The past approvals and other history 

of the lot would help in determining what requirements may be grandfathered.  A site plan would 

better explain what is being sought. 

 

Mr. Linder explained that the house would be approximately 32’ X 24 ‘ and three parking spaces 

would be provided for each unit.  Mr. Sarmiento felt the request is seeking to build a house 

consistent with the neighborhood.  He indicated that he encourages building as it brings tax 

revenues into the City. 
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Members questioned what hardship was being claimed.  It is unclear whether a hardship could 

be defined being that the lot seems to be formed after the most recent zoning regulations were 

adopted.  Members weighed the proposal and tried to ascertain the hardship being presented.  

The character of the neighborhood is generally two-family dwellings and the location is 

distressed so this construction could possibly be perceived as an improvement to the 

neighborhood. 

 

Motion made by Earl Robinson and second by John Kowarik.  Move to grant variances to 

Applicant: Richard Lindner.  Location of affected premises – 72 Mount Pleasant Street, Derby, 

CT 06418.  Appealing Section 195-13 E(1) and 195-13 E(2) seeking to build a two-family house 

to provide a variance of 3 feet for the front lot width and 1,691 sq feet for bulk area coverage.  

Discussion on the motion.  Members again tried to determine the hardship.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Motion made by John Kowarik and second by Earl Robinson.  Move to continue the application 

for 72 Mount Pleasant Street, with permission from the applicant to extend the timeframe of said 

application to the next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion was made by Sam Pollastro and second by John Kowarik.  Move to adjourn the meeting 

at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 

Karen Kemmesies 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to Board approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


