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City of Derby 

Board of Apportionment & Taxation 

MEETING 

May 16, 2016 

7:00pm 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

    
Howard Bradshaw                                         Louis Oliwa  

James Butler      Rose Pertoso 

Christopher Carloni     Sam Pollastro, Jr. 

Carlo Malerba, Jr.     Phyllis Sochrin  

Shirley Miani      Judy Szewczyk, Chairperson  

 

         

Ms. Szewczyk opened the meeting at 7:03 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Present:  Mr. Bowers, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Butler, Mr. Carloni, Mr. Malerba, Ms. Miani, Ms. 

Pertoso, Ms. Sochrin and Ms. Szewczyk.   Mr. Pollastro arrived at 7:50 PM. 

Additions, Deletions and Corrections to Agenda 

 Mr. Coppola asked to add a transfer from the Police Department. A motion was 

made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Malerba, Added as #14. Motion Carried. 

 Mr. Coppola asked to add a transfer in the Finance Department regarding 

electricity. A motion was made by Mr. Bradshaw and seconded by Mr. Carloni. 

Added as $15. Motion Carried. 

 Mr. Coppola asked to add a transfer to move payroll money across all 

departments. A motion was made by Ms. Pertoso and seconded by Ms. Sochrin. 

Motion Carried. 
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This would change Budget discussions to #17 and Executive Session (if needed) to #18. 

Public Portion 

Mr. Jamie Cohen, New Haven, Ct. He asked to share some pictures of the Civil War 

Monument located on the green.  Mr. Cohen is retired from the Valley Community 

Foundation, and is here tonight as a private citizen who has loved the Derby Green all my 

life. He explained all about the history of the green, and how the monument was erected 

to honor all the men that served their country. He went on to say that how money is still in 

place in the Valley Community Foundation and this money was to used to fix what was 

vandalized.   He told the group how he and Mr. Ritter were looking at the monument, and 

found that someone had vandalized one of the plaques. It looked like they were trying to 

pry it out but were not successful. They left it just hanging. He showed pictures of the 

vandalism.  He investigated what could be done to fix all the damages, and found Mr. 

Miller who is an expert in restoration and conservation.  The total amount for restoration 

and repair to the monument is $53,050.00. I have brought this information to the Valley 

Community Foundation and other individuals and everyone has agreed to help. I have 

commitments of $33,500 which is 63% of the total needed.  There is also an option to fix 

the cannons that are leaning. All money raised will go to the city of Derby. The project 

will be done in two phases. He was contacted by the Board of Alderman of Shelton and 

they will pledge $5,000 if Derby would match this amount.  He spoke to Attorney Welch 

and he said both boards would have to waive the competitive bidding for this project.  

Ms. Szewczyk said she would have Mr. Coppola look into this.  Mr. Malerba asked if we 

could add this to the agenda as item #17, and take possible action tonight.  Mr. 

McLiverty said that this project may be eligible under LOCIP, and if not it could go to 

Capital Planning.  Mr. Cohen thanked the board, and said he would like to have this 

project done by July 4th.  Mr. Malerba withdrew his motion.  

Michael Kelleher of Belleview Drive spoke and said that would be the anniversary of 

Gettysburg and seemed very appropriate. 

 Motion to Approve Minutes of Meeting of May 10, 2016 

A motion to approve the minutes was made y Mr. Bowers and seconded by Mr. Carloni. 

Motion Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. McLiverty had nothing to report. 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Center Transfers ($6,000.00) 

 From Account (001-6800-0110-6602) Executive Director $2,000.00) 

 From Account (001-6800-480-0480) Instructors ($4,000.00) 
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 To Account (001-6800-460-0460) Building Operations ($6,000.00) 

 

The building operations account is running out of money. The transfers requested are to 

pay the bills until the end of the fiscal year. 

 

A motion to accept was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. Pertoso. 

 

Mr. Coppola explained that they had used 99% of this line item and needed the transfer to 

get them to the end of the fiscal year.  Mr. Malerba asked what this was to be used for, and 

Mr. Coppola said utilities, etc. They lump all the expenses together.    Motion Carried. 

 

Fire Department Transfers ($10,508.08) 

 From Account (001-3200-230-0231) Yankee Gas $4,000.00 

 To Account (001-3200-330-0332) Building Maintenance $4,000.00 

 From Account (001-3200-270-0272) Fireman Physicals $2,000.00 

 To Account (001-3200-330-0332) Building Maintenance $2,000.00 

 From Account (001-3200-150-0150) Outside Demo Watch $35.00 

 To Account (001-3200-230-0233) Comcast $35.00 

 From Account (001-3200-460-0466) Company Off Radios $891.40 

 To Account (001-3200-230-0233) Comcast $891.40 

 From Account (001-3200-440-0440) Engine Pump Test $499.12 

 To Account (001-3200-230-0233) Comcast $499.12 

 From Account (001-3200-460-0461) Hose $1,033.46 

 To Account (001-3200-460-0460) New Equipment $1,033.46 

 From Account (001-3200-330-0338) Personal Fire Alert $1,095.15 

 To Account (001-3200-460-0460) New Equipment $1,095.15 

 From Account (001-3200-330-0330) Tires $519.27 

 To Account (001-3200-460-0460) New Equipment $519.27 

 From Account (001-3200-330-0331) Extinguishers $$434.68 

 To Account (001-3200-460-0460) New Equipment $434.68 

 

To make needed transfers between accounts. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Malerba and seconded by Mr. Butler. Mr. Kelleher explained that 

the transfer was needed for new equipment, and infra red cameras.  Motion Carried. 

 

Transfer From Working Balance to City Official Expenses ($1,170.00) 

 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0390) Working Balance $1,170.00 

 To Account (001-8100-160-0160) City Official Expenses $1,170.00 

 

To pay for bus for funeral. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Mr. Carloni. The question was asked 

what this was done. Ms. McLiverty explained that the firemen had died in the line of duty, 

and this was to transport all visiting firemen to the funeral rather than have a lot of cars. 

Motion Carried.  Mr. Butler recused. 

 

Building Department Transfers $2,700.00 

 

 From Account (001-6100-110-0117) Bldg Asst Wages  $2,700.00 
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 To Account (001-6100-110-0115) Secretary Wages $2,700.00 

 

To cover the secretary’s wages through the end of the fiscal year. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Malerba and seconded by Mr. Carloni.  The board questioned this  

and Mr. Coppola said he could not answer for Mr. Sarmiento, but he thought it was 

because the secretary had put extra hours before the Assiistant Building Official was hired. 

Ms. Szewczyk asked for a roll call. Mr. Bowers, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Butler, Ms. Miani, Ms. 

Pertoso, Ms. Sochrin and Ms. Szewczyk voted YES. Mr. Carloni and Mr. Malerba voted NO. 

The vote was 7 to 2.  Motion Carried. 

 

Transfer from Working Balance $2.000. 

 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0390) $2,000.00 

 To Account (001-1700-430-0430) $2,000.00 

 

To cover costs of computer consulting. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Carloni and seconded by Mr. Bowers. Mr. Coppola explained 

that this money was used for the programming of the new system for doing requisition on 

line.  This would be the total cost.    Motion Carried. 

 

Tax Collector Transfers $241.82 

 

 From Account (001-2800-280-0280) Education/Training $241.82 

 To Account (001-2800-390-0390) Tax Department Supplies $241.82 

 

To replenish supply account that was heavily used for tax sale supplies. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bowers and seconded by Ms. Pertoso. Motion Carried. 

 

Fire Marshall Transfer $435.00 

 

 From Account (001-3400-480-0480) $435.00 

 To Account (001-3400-280-0284) Vehicle Maintenance $435.00 

 

To cover the cost of a brake job on the Fire Marshall’s Vehicle. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bradshaw and seconded by Ms. Pertoso.  Motion Carried. 

 

Police Department Transfers ($2,422.24 

 

 From Account (001-3100-110-0007) Patrolmen Wages $1,422.24 

 To Account (001-3100-110-0003) Detectives Wages $1,422.24 

 

Chief Narowski explained that there was a glich in the new payroll system in the beginning 

of the year. The Detective was paid from the wrong account.   A motion was made by Ms. 

Pertoso and seconded by Ms. Sochrin.    Motion Carried. 
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Electricity Transfer within Account 4200 

 

Mr. McLiverty said this happens every year.  The money is moved within the account to pay 

bills that come in at the end of the year.   A motion was made by Mr. Malerba and 

seconded by Mr. Carloni.    Motion Carried. 

 

Wages- Finance Department  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Pollastro and seconded by Mr. Carloni.  Mr. Coppola said this 

transfer within difference departments was to offset the change to 52 weeks instead of 53 

weeks.  Mr. McLiverty added this would just be for wages, because you cannot show a 

negative for wages. This only involves payroll, nothing else. This is needed to finish the year 

end.    Motion Carried. 

 

Budget Discussions - Various Departments 

 

Mr. Louis Oliwa from the Storms Ambulance said they were there because their budget was 

cut 50% down to $50,000.  He said that their accountant was unable to attend the meeting 

tonight, but he had brought two members of the Finance Committee to explain any 

questions the board may have.  Mr. Greg Dorsch and Mr. Danny Abrams explained that 

they brought the “990’s” for the last three years, did not have 2015 as it was just sent out 

today.  They also brought one copy of their expenses/cash flow for 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

They felt they were being singled out and this happens every year. Ms. Szewxzyk agreed 

that every year that have a problem and she felt that perhaps there should be a third party 

involved and they should then come back with a statement of profitability.  Mr. Butler said 

when he investigated their returns, he found discrepancies.  They said if something was 

reported in the wrong line, they would have to have the accountant check into this.  They 

said that last year there was a check for $40,000 that was misplaced or lost. And the city 

had to reissue a new check.  Ms. Sochrin was upset that they knew they were coming to 

the meeting to explain themselves and yet they came in with only one copy of the 

information.   Mayor Dugatto went and made copies for the board.  They also said there is 

only one bank account and that is with Webster Bank, all deposits, collections, donations, 

billing and anything from the city goes into this one account.  No checks are issued unless 

there is more than one signature. After much discussion Ms.Szewczyk asked the board 

what their pleasure was. Mr. Bowers said that according to the tax returns, they did show a 

loss for last year.  No decision was made, but the board will come back to Ms. Szewczyk 

with any other questions they may have.  

 

Mr. Marc Garofalo- Town Clerk was concerned that the board had cut 4 of his line items 

and put them at “0” dollars.  Ms. Szewczyk said the board looked at this and found he had 

not used any of the money he budgeted for last year.  Mr. Garofalo said he still has $24,000 

in bills processed this week. He explained he has two more months of billing for the 

electronic records.  ACS if the electronic records management that contains all deeds, 

mortgages, as well as the cashier system. He is fighting with the company because they 

we still owe them money, when the check was sent, but there is no record of them every 

cashing it.  They do all the scanning and microfilming of all records which is very costly. We 

do the maps as we go. Plans to go the Capitol Planning for an allocation.  Mr. Garofalo also 

added he would like to stress to the board not to cut education as this is very important for 

all departments.  The board will look into his request. 
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No other departments came forward.   Ms. Szewczyk went over the schedule for the rest of 

the budget process.  May 24th- Public Hearing, May 25th –Final Adoption 

 and if needed, May 26th for the Final Adoption. 

 

Ms Szewczyk said the Executive Session-if necessary should be removed from the agenda. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Malerba.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:50PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Louise Pitney 

Recording Secretary 

*** These minutes are subject to the approval by the Board of Apportionment & Taxation     

      at their next regular meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


