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ROAD BOND MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2016 – 6:45 P.M. (Time Approximate) 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Barbara L. DeGennaro called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m.  All rose and pledged 

allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Barbara L. DeGennaro, Anthony Staffieri, Carmen DiCenso (Alternate) 

 

Absent:  Ron Sill 

 

Also Present: The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

  Anthony DeFala, Street Commissioner 

  Alderman Arthur Gerckens 

  Alderman Steven Iacuone 

  Alderman Thomas Donofrio 

  Alderman Joseph DiMartino 

  Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA 

There were none 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Ms. DeGennaro asked if anyone wished to address the committee.   

 

Thomas Donofrio, 1st Ward Alderman 

I have a question.  We did the sidewalks on Water Street – you put a nice new sidewalk 

all the way up then it stops.  There’s a grassy part then it goes to the sidewalk 

(inaudible) just wondering why you didn’t finish it all the way up.  You left a portion of 

grass with cement and the asphalt.  It looks kind of tacky in my opinion.  It’s another 100 

feet.  Do you know I’m talking about?  It just doesn’t look right – you have this nice 

sidewalk and then there’s dirt and grass. 

 

Mr. DeFala – I can respond to that.  I’m going to try to have my department take care 

of that over the summer.  It’s on my list of projects to do.   

 

Alderman Donofrio – Thank you. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked three more times if anyone wished to address the committee.  

Hearing no one wishing to address the committee… 
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A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Staffieri to close the 

public portion.  Motion carried. 

   

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 14, 2016 MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Staffieri with a second by Mr. DiCenso to approve the 

Minutes of the June 14, 2016 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

UPDATE ON 2015 ROAD BOND PROJECT – PHASE 3 

Mr. DeFala said Phase 3 is 99.9% complete – the last item of work is the fence on Water 

Street, which he said will be finished tomorrow.  He noted that Grasso did a really nice 

job.  Mr. DeFala said we may want to consider having engineering specs but noted 

that the result would have been the same with or without the specs.  He said he is 

receiving a lot of positive feedback from the residents.   

 

Mr. DiCenso commented that it was a nice job.  Mr. Staffieri asked Mr. DeFala if he 

supervised and watched Grasso during the project.   Mr. DeFala said he, Mike 

Piscionieri, and Joe DiMartino monitored the complete project.  He said Grasso is a very 

pleasant company to work with.  Mr. Staffieri noted that it looks like they do good work. 

 

REVIEW INVOICES – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

 Derby Police Department – Invoice dated 6/12/2016 - $1,449.77 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Staffieri with a second by Mr. DiCenso to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen payment approval of Derby Police Department Invoice 

#6122016 dated 6/12/2016 in the amount of $1,449.77.  Motion carried. 

 

 F. Pepe Construction, LLC – Invoice #061016 dated 6/13/16 - $4,785.00 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Staffieri to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen payment approval of F. Pepe Construction, LLC Invoice 

#061016 dated 6/13/16 in the amount of $4,785.00.   

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Ms. DeGennaro asked Mr. DeFala what the work was done by Pepe Construction.  Mr. 

DeFala said it was due to the sink hole that developed on Water Street.  He explained 

that the Water Company agreed to move the hydrant at their cost and when they 

were cutting a trench they observed the sink hole, which needed to be repaired.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro abstained.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 Freezer Hill Mulch Company, LLC – Invoice #17800 dated 10/20/2015 - $600.00 

Mr. DeFala noted that this invoice was overlooked during Phase 2 of the Road Bond 

Project.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Staffieri with a second by Mr. DiCenso to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen payment approval of Freezer Hill Mulch Co., LLC Invoice 

#17800 dated 10/20/15 in the amount of $600.00.  Motion carried. 
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 The Grasso Companies, LLC – Invoice #2278 dated 6/27/2016 - $399,115.60 

Ms. DeGennaro asked if this is the last bill.  Mr. DeFala said it is.  Mr. DiCenso asked Mr. 

DeFala what is a binder?  Mr. DeFala said it’s a layer of asphalt.  He said sometimes 

when you do milling the road falls apart and you have to do binder patching.  Ms. 

DeGennaro said when they deducted the manhole and catch basin work is that 

because Frank Pepe did it?  Mr. DeFala said yes – mostly on Water Street.  He said they 

deducted the curbing on Caldwell because it was in great shape and didn’t require 

replacement.  Mr. DeFala said most of the work was done on Water Street.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Staffieri to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen payment approval of The Grasso Companies, LLC Invoice 

#2278 dated 6/27/16 in the amount of $399,115.60.  Motion carried.   

 

Mr. DeFala informed the committee members that Mr. Grasso phoned today to ask if 

the City if he could possibly get paid by Monday and if so he would deduct $5,000.00 

from the invoice.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro said that would have to go before the full Board of Aldermen.  We do 

not have the authority. 

 

GILBERT STREET DRAINAGE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DeFala said we need to complete this project.  He said he also has mandated 

repairs that need to be made to the upper reservoir.  In order to make the repairs the 

reservoir needs to be drained.  If the reservoir is drained the water is going to be coming 

down Gilbert Street.  Mr. DeFala said right now that we’re in a drought condition it’s a 

good time to accomplish this task.  Mr. DiCenso asked if funds are in place to 

accomplish this.  Mr. DeFala said the money is in place with the amount being 

$24,073.77. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked Mr. DeFala about item #2 under the note section of his memo.  It 

states the contractor who completed lower section of project agreed to complete 

remaining work at a total cost of $18,700.00 – what is that about?  Mr. DeFala said we 

completed the lower work when the full Board asked that it be done.  He said the 

contractor that was on the job was given a punch list to complete, which was never 

done.  Time went on and then the full Board directed me to go to another contractor.  

Mr. DeFala said he contacted another contractor and he completed the job.  He said 

the contractor that was removed from the job was paid in full for the work that he 

never completed.  Mr. DeFala said it cost the City an additional $14,000.00 to complete 

the work that was on the punch list where the contractor was paid and didn’t 

complete the work.  Mr. DeFala said this went on for months. 

 

Mr. DeFala said the original contractor never complied with the board’s request to 

complete the punch list.  He said the contractor was paid in full although the work was 

never completed.  Ms. DeGennaro said she doesn’t believe that the board agreed to 

pay the contractor in full.  She believes there was a contingency for him to get paid – 

there was a hold back.  Ms. DeGennaro said she honestly doesn’t recall who did the 

work because she thought Public Works did part of it.  Mr. DeFala said his department 
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helped.  Ms. DeGennaro asked who the contractor was.  Mr. DeFala said Frank Pepe of 

Pepe Construction.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked Atty. Welch the status of the easements.  Atty. Welch said we 

don’t have them yet.  Mr. DeFala said if the easements aren’t in place will they be in 

place in the near future.  Atty. Welch said he didn’t know.  Mr. DeFala said he’s just 

worried about compromising the section every time we get a heavy rain.  He said if 

we’re not going to do this then he can move forward with the dam.  Ms. DeGennaro 

asked the date that the works needs to be completed by.  Mr. DeFala said the State 

extended a year – last year.  He said he just really wants to get this done sooner than 

later.  He said he really can’t dump a lot of water down Gilbert Street.  Mr. DeFala said 

there’s really no solid date.  He said by the end of the summer they would like the dams 

done.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro said she would like to make a MOTION to TABLE this until next month to 

see the status of the easements. 

 

Mr. DeFala said the month would be pushing the envelope.  Ms. DeGennaro said to Mr. 

DeFala that a moment ago you said there was no solid date.  She said this should have 

been before this committee three months ago if there is a deadline.  Mayor Dugatto 

asked Atty. Welch if he would be able to get the easements done in a couple of 

weeks’ time.  Alderman Iacuone said rather than worry about the final easements we 

should get a construction easement.  Mayor Dugatto said Atty. Welch said he would be 

able to get it done.  Atty. Welch said we have the descriptions – once the easements 

are prepared we can easily change the easement agreement to just a construction 

agreement.  Then we don’t have the maintenance part of the portion.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro withdrew her motion. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Staffieri to have the work 

done under a construction easement.  Ms. DeGennaro recused herself.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Staffieri with a second by Mr. DiCenso to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:42 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE ROAD BOND COMMITTEE AT THEIR 

NEXT MEETING. 

 

 


