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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

OPERATIONS & PROCEDURES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLILAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Barbara L. DeGennaro called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  All rose and pledged allegiance to 

the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Barbara L. DeGennaro, Stephen M. Iacuone 

 

Absent:  David M. Lenart 

 

Also Present:  The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

   Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

   Carlo Sarmiento, Building Inspector 

   James Butler, Chair, BOAT 

   Alderman Carmen DiCenso 

   Alderman David Anroman 

  Kevin M. Blake, Corporation Counsel 

   

RECOMMENDATIONS & NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRPERSON – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to TABLE this item until the 

next meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to TABLE this item until the 

next meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to add the following items to 

the agenda:  New Item #17 – Request from Parks and Recreation Commisstion to Name the Girls 

Softball Field the William “Red” Clynch Field.  Discussion/Possible Action and Recommendation to the 

full Board.  New Item #18 Request from Parks and Recreation Commission to Name the Derby Little 

League Complex the Kenneth Marcucio Sr.    Discussion/Possible Action and Recommendation to the 

full Board. Adjournment will now be Item #19.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Hearing no one else wishing to address the committee… 

 

A MOTION was made by with a second by to close the Public Portion.  Motion carried. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 14, 2014 MEETING – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to approve the Minutes of 

the January 14, 2014 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

PRESENTATION FROM FIRE CHIEF THOMAS LENART, JR. REGARDING CITY OF DERBY ORDINANCE: 

CHAPTER 89, ARTICLE IV, FIRE WATCH FEES §89-16 THROUGH §89-17 AND STORM WATCH FEES. 

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Ms. DeGennaro said just for clarification the new Ordinance passed in 2012 where the language for 

the Fire Watch was changed but the Fire Watch Fee according to 89-16 is to be established by the 

Fire Commissioner.   

 

Fire Chief Tom Lenart, Jr., informed the committee that the Fire Commissioner is out of town.  Currently 

for snow duty or fire watches the firefighters are paid $10.00 per hour.  This rate has not changed in a 

very long time.  He explained that last year during a movie shoot at the Sterling Opera House, which 

was very last minute, the firefighters who performed the fire watch were never paid.  Corporation 

Counsel had brought up that there is nowhere that lists the fees for firefighters when they work.  Chief 

Lenart said they want to establish a fee schedule increasing snow duty from $10.00 per hour to $15.00 

per hour – snow duty should really be known as “storm duty.”  During storm duty firefighters stay at the 

fire houses – once the storm ends they go and shovel out the fire hydrants.  If the City needs to 

demolish a building they would like to increase the fee to $20.00 per hour.  If a private fire watch is 

needed by an outside contractor or another movie shoot they would like the fee to be $35.00 per 

hour.  This is the fee schedule that has been set by the Commissioner and Fire Chiefs. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro said the fee was $10.00 per hour when she was Commissioner.  She also believes it 

was $10.00 per hour when Mr. Butler was Commissioner.  Ms. DeGennaro noted that this committee 

does not have to take any action.  The appropriate departments need to be made aware of the 

changes – Finance, Fire Marshal – especially the Fire Marshal’s office who will need to update their 

permit application.   

 

Mr. Iacuone said he would like to see the Commissioner and the Chiefs add in the rate for the 

apparatus.  Chief Lenart said he knows in the past they have charged $100.00 per hour because 

that’s the amount FEMA will reimburse.  Mr. Iacuone said the private contractors who would require 

this service also need to pay.  Chief Lenart said he would inform the Commissioner and Chiefs of this 

request.  He also said he would be attending the full Board of Aldermen meeting on the 27th to 

answer any questions.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked if any attempts have been made to get the money from the movie company.  

Mr. Blake said they have tried to locate them; however they are no where to be found.  Ms. 

DeGennaro said the Ordinance can also be amended to have any fees paid in advance of service. 

 

STATUS OF FIRE MARSHAL’S OLD VEHICLE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO 

THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

Mr. Iacuone said at this point if they want to have the Fire Marshal’s vehicle they need to accept it 

“as is.”  He said this would also have to replace the old Crown Vic, which would have to come off of 

the insurance and have this vehicle take its place.  Brian Lenart, Storm Engine Co., said the old Crown 

Vic is starting to fail and the Fire Marshal’s vehicle is in better condition. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Iacuone with a second by Ms. DeGennaro to forward the request from 

Storm Engine Co.  requesting that they be given the Fire Marshal’s former vehicle to replace their old 

Crown Vic with the stipulation that the Crown Vic will come off the insurance and the Fire Marshal’s 
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former vehicle will take its place and the vehicle is accepted “as is” and to send it to the full Board of 

Aldermen with the recommendation to approve the request.  Motion carried.   

 

REVIEW OF CITY OF DERBY ORDINANCE: CHAPTER 186, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLES I-IX, §186-1 

THROUGH §186-57 AND PROPOSED CHANGES THERETO INCLUDING ADDITION OF ARTICLE X LIMITED 

RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMITS IN MINERVA STREET AREA. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

Ms. DeGennaro said the committee began discussing this issue last month and it is in the draft 

discussion mode.  This is similar to the limited residential parking that is around Cicia Manor/West 4th 

Street.  The area would encompass Minerva on the backside of the Green and on the side of the 

Church.  Initially installing parking meters was discussed; but the Parking Authority does not want to 

do that.  They are now looking into designated residential parking with permits so the parking isn’t 

taken up mainly by the Court House.  One of the items discussed at the last meeting was the width of 

the street.  Mr. Iacuone went out to view the area and said some diagonal parking down at the 

lower half by the Plaza on the Green might work.  A piece of the sidewalk would probably have to 

be taken out or the spaces on the other side of the street removed.  Mr. Iacuone said at this point it 

would probably be more cost efficient to post the residential parking. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro said she would send the draft of the Ordinance to Corporation Counsel and then put 

it on the agenda for next month’s meeting. 

 

REVIEW OF PROCEDURES WITH STREET COMMISSIONER ANTHONY DEFALA FOR CITY ROAD CUTTING AND 

REPAIR BY OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE 

FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

Ms. DeGennaro said this item was brought up at last month’s Board of Aldermen meeting and it was 

referred to this sub-committee.  She said Commissioner DeFala said there was some discussion about 

the procedure starting.  Corporation Counsel will look into how this is handled in other towns. 

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to TABLE this item until the 

next meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

REVIEW OF CITY OF DERBY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 60, §60-7(B) REGARDING PROCEDURE AND PAYMENT 

OF BLIGHT FINES.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN. 

Ms. DeGennaro said this was discussed at the last Board of Aldermen meeting.  She noted that some 

blight fines had come into the Building Department.  Ms. DeGennaro said she doesn’t recall ever 

discussing this as long as she’s been on the Board.  Section 60-7(B) says:  “All fines imposed for 

violations of this chapter shall be deposited into a separate trust in agency account, which shall be a 

continuing account, and shall be administered by the Board of Aldermen and used solely for 

carrying out this chapter by acquiring and/or rehabilitating abandoned and other blighted premises 

and payment of costs associated with the enforcement and administration of this chapter.”  

 

Ms. DeGennaro said she put this on the agenda in order to start a discussion – do we have this 

account – does it exist.  She said she does not recall ever seeing anything regarding this account.  

Last month the Building Inspector said money came in for blight.  Did it go into this account?   

 

Mr. Sarmiento said he believes the account has in excess of $200,000 plus whatever has been 

collected recently. 
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Mr. Iacuone said that is not the same account.  There is a demolition account and there is the fine 

account.  He said there was $36,000 when he first got on the Board.  There was $200,000 put in the 

account for the demolition of buildings, which he believes is a separate line item.   

 

Mr. McLiverty, the City Treasurer, said the recently collected fines of $40,000± is on the greenbar right 

now under Blight Fines.  At the end of the year that drops down to the Fund Balance.  The Board of 

Apportionment & Taxation (BOAT) gave $200,000 for blight and density reduction.  Tom Thompson, 

the City’s Finance Direction, can provide the committee with a breakdown. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked if we have a blight hearing and have to designate a blight hearing officer 

where do the funds to pay the officer come from.  Mr. McLiverty said he believes it would be paid out 

of legal expenses.  Mr. Blake said the blight funds are a continuation and at the end of the fiscal year 

should be carried over and not be part of the General Fund.   

 

The committee members said they would like to receive a monthly report.  Mr. McLiverty said he will 

have Mr. Thompson provide a monthly report for the two accounts. 

 

REVIEW OF PROCESS OF BUILDING LOT DIVISION FOR 349-351 DERBY AVENUE AT ACADEMY HILL ROAD 

WITH BUILDING OFFICIAL CARLO SARMIENTO.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION 

TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 

Mr. Sarmiento said he has sent the committee two memos from the City Engineer and one member 

from Ted Estwan, Chairman of Planning & Zoning.  He said everything is in compliance – it was set by 

the City Engineer who is a Professional Engineer – he has set the restrictions.  Mr. Sarmiento said he 

can get more information if needed. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro said she is not the Zoning Commission or the Planning Commission – her concern is 

Mr. Sarmiento’s job description as Building Official and Zoning Official, how did this application come 

to be? 

 

Mr. Sarmiento said the application came in for a subdivision.  He called the City Engineer, Mr. 

McEvoy, and Mr. McEvoy instructed him to check the records.  He checked the records and it was 

never split before, therefore it is a “free split” – it’s not a subdivision.  The applicant did the plans – 

they were sent back several times for certain corrections they had to make on the drainage and the 

parking – the concerns that Keith McLiverty had.  Mr. Sarmiento said at that time he received a 

memo authorizing it.  At that point he sent it to Ted Estwan who authorized it.  WPCA authorized it as 

well.  So that’s basically the process that was taken.  Mr. Sarmiento said he also talked to Fred 

D’Amico and Ted Estwan.  He said Fred D’Amico is one of the engineers who does some work for the 

City and he looked it over and he said it was in compliance. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro said so the normal process is if someone wants to come in and say I have a lot and I 

want to split it they would come to you as the Building Official.  Mr. Sarmiento said yes – the Zoning 

Enforcement Agent at that point.  Ms. DeGennaro said so you’re doing this internally with the City 

Engineer and not going before Zoning.  She noted that she looked all the way back to last year and 

there was nothing in the Zoning minutes.  Mr. Sarmiento said since he was informed by Ted Estwan 

and the City Engineer that since it is a free split it did not have to go before Planning & Zoning. 

 

Mr. Blake said he has an issue regarding the garage.  He has talked to Mr. Estwan, Mr. McEvoy and 

Mr. D’Amico.  He will check to make sure it’s a first split and also check to make sure if any conditions 

should have been placed on the property - he understands that there’s an issue with density.  Mr. 

Iacuone said if we approve it – it’s approved.  The problem is it’s approved without the demolition 
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happening.  Mr. Sarmiento said he doesn’t believe that was one of the stipulations – that is why he 

would like to get further information for the Board.   

 

Mr. Iacuone commented on how Mr. Sarmiento said this went before the Water Pollution Control 

Authority (WPCA.)  He said he checked on this and did not see any application.  Mr. Sarmiento said 

he believes he has the memo as well as the email from Mr. Estwan and Mr. McEvoy.  Mr. Iacuone said 

he would like to see the paperwork because this becomes an issue of where are they going to run 

the sewer.   

 

Mr. Sarmiento said the City Engineer was concerned with the road being new and that’s why he put 

the restrictions with the cut being curb-to-curb.  He is very aware of everything.   

 

Mr. Blake (inaudible) the Land Use Commissions not the Board of Aldermen.  We need to make sure it 

is right for all the neighbors.  Mr. Sarmiento said he also wants to make sure it was done correctly.  He 

said he has to take the word of our City Engineer – he is a Professional Engineer and also Ted Estwan 

who is the Chair of the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Ms. DeGennaro said she just wants to know 

the correct process and does it have to be enumerated somewhere.  Mr. Sarmiento said he will get 

the information and get it to Corporation Counsel.  Mr. Iacuone said there are other lots that we 

have done where the same thing has happened - something was supposed to be demolished 

before something was erected and it never happened.  The new structure went up and the structure 

that needed to be demolished on the parcel never was.   

 

Mr. McLiverty said if the two conditions of the split were 1.) you get a free split and 2.) the original lot 

has to be conforming then this doesn’t meet that because the original lot is no longer conforming – it 

does not have two off-street parking spaces.  So it is now non-conforming therefore it didn’t meet the 

two criteria as established by counsel.  The second thing is the restrictions that the Building Official has 

– I guess through you Madam Chair – are they on the Deed?  Because I went and looked at the 

Deed for the new parcel and there are no restrictions.  Second if it’s not on the Deed what legally 

prevents the new construction or the new owner from building their lot, like Mr. Iacuone said, and the 

garage and the existing non-conforming parcel remains non-conforming.  If someone were to go 

buy that second lot there’s going to be a Deed with no restrictions.  Now if someone buys it and starts 

to build and the Building Official says you have to take down the garage – there is no legal authority 

because there is nothing on the Deed with these conditions.  Mr. Sarmiento said if he made those 

conditions it may not apply that’s why he wants to talk to the City Engineer since he is a P.E. and he’s 

the one who approved it.  He said he would like to think that he knows what he is doing.  Mr. Iacuone 

said we need to fix the process 

 

Mr. Iacuone asked Mr. Sarmiento to send him a copy of the memo regarding the WPCA. 

 

REVIEW OF SAVIN/RICOH COPIER LEASE AGREEEMENT WITH BUILDING OFFICIAL CARLO SARMIENTO.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 

Ms. DeGennaro said this item came up at last month’s full Board of Aldermen meeting.  Mr. Blake 

asked if there is money in the Building Office budget for this item.  Mr. Sarmiento said this was never 

supposed to come out of his budget – it was supposed to come out of the copier budget for City 

Hall.  Ms. DeGennaro said we have a Lease Agreement that was signed without the Board of 

Aldermen authorization.  She asked if the copier could be used by other City Hall departments.  Mr. 

Sarmiento said it can.  He said he spoke with Tom Thompson about the Lease Agreement and it 

would cost the City more if we were to default on the agreement.  You can print maps, posters, 

plans, etc… Mr. Butler said he has a problem with the buy out clause on the Lease Agreement.  It 

says at the end of the Lease we would be able to purchase the machine at the market value, which 
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is anywhere between $2,000 - $3,000.  If we re-negotiate it to the original figure and pay 

approximately $20.00 more per month, at the end of the Lease we can purchase the machine for 

$1.00.  Mr. McLiverty said he believes by Connecticut General Statutes you have to have a Lease 

with a $1.00 buy out.  Mr. Blake said he looked and couldn’t find a Statute that says that.  Mr. 

McLiverty said he will get the copy of the information the City received from Shipman & Goodwin 

stating this fact.   

 

Mr. Iacuone said we have to pay for this copier no matter what we do.  Mr. Butler said the Lease is 

bad and definitely needs to be redone.  If we can get that changed then BOAT should be able to 

find the funds for the copier.  He noted that the bill was brought up to date last month.  Mr. McLiverty 

stated that the Lease also needs to have a non-appropriation clause.   

 

Mr. Iacuone suggested having Mr. Sarmiento come up with a fee schedule for outside use and get 

the Lease Agreement changed so it would be a $1.00 buy out at the end of the Lease.  Mr. Butler 

also noted that this item was never put out to bid. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Iacuone with a second by Ms. DeGennaro to have the Building Official 

produce a Fee Schedule for copier use and amend the Lease Agreement to have a $1.00 buy out 

and to forward this action to the Full Board of Aldermen for approval.  Motion carried. 

 

REVIEW OF PROCESS FOR PAYMENT AND/OR WAIVER OF BUILDING DEPARTMENT PERMIT FEES ISSUED TO 

THE DERBY HOUSING AUTHORITY.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 

Ms. DeGennaro said this was discussed at the Board of Aldermen meeting in December.  Mr. 

Romano from the Derby Housing Authority presented to the Board an Agreement signed in 1962, 

which stated that the City of Derby would waive any and all fees for building matters.  Ms. 

DeGennaro said at the December meeting the Board made the recommendation to let the Building 

Inspector know that fees would be waived, which  probably shouldn’t have been done.  What 

should happen, no matter who this entails, is they should appear before the Board of Aldermen to 

ask for the fees to be waived.  It was also noted that the fees sent to the State cannot be waived.   

 

Mr. Blake said the Agreement pertained to a particular project.  It is not carte blanche that this 

should happen all the time.  Ms. DeGennaro said in all fairness any agency associated with the City 

99% of the time we’re waiving the fees – except for the State fees.  Mr. Sarmiento said he spoke to Mr. 

Romano and he realizes that the Agreement wasn’t forever.  Mr. Iacuone said the right thing is 

everyone should come before the Board of Aldermen to ask for a waiver. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Iacuone with a second by Ms. DeGennaro to notify the Derby Housing 

Authority of our decision and direct them to come before the full Board of Aldermen for the waiver.     

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Mr. Iacuone asked Mr. Sarmiento whether or not the Housing Authority has an application where they 

are looking for the waiver.  Mr. Sarmiento said he has the check that he collected for the fee.  Mr. 

Iacuone asked Mr. Sarmiento to get in touch with Mr. Romano to come before the full Board of 

Aldermen and request the waiver. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 
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NAMING OF THE GIRLS SOFTBALL FIELD IN HONOR OF WILLIAM “RED” CLYNCH  

Ms. DeGennaro said Aldermen Ron Sill, who is on the Parks & Recreation Commission, informed her 

that the Parks & Recreation meeting held last night the members voted to name the Girls Softball 

Field after William “Red” Clynch due to his many years of dedicated service to the Parks & 

Recreation Department and the youth of the City of Derby.   

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to forward the request from 

the Parks & Recreation Commission that the Girls Softball Field by named the William “Red” Clynch 

Girls Softball Field in honor of his many years of dedicated commitment to the Parks & Recreation 

Department and to the youth of the City of Derby and forward to the full Board of Aldermen for 

approval.  Motion carried.   

 

NAMING OF THE DERBY LITTLE LEAGUE COMPLEX IN HONOR OF KEN MARCUCIO, SR. – TO BE CALLED THE 

KEN MARCUCIO SR. LITTLE LEAGUE COMPLEX 

Ms. DeGennaro said she was contacted by Robert Hyder who also attended the Parks & Recreation 

meeting last evening.   She read the email received from Rob Hyder into the minutes: 

 

Hi Barb – Tonight the Derby Parks and Recreation Commission approved Derby Little League’s 

request to officially name our complex the “Ken Marcucio, Sr. Little League Complex.”  The main 

baseball field will remain Uleski Field after Bill Uleski with the entire complex consisting of Uleski Field, 

the minor league field and the fields in the open space between Uleski Field and the minor league 

field be named after Ken Marcucio, Sr.  Would you kindly add this request to the agenda of the 

Operations & Procedures Sub-Committee for tomorrow evening?   

 

Ms. DeGennaro said their intention is to honor Mr. Marcucio on the opening day of Little League, 

which is in mid-April.  I can say this – I believe that – and for the record this is my father-in-law, he does 

not know about this.  They are trying to keep this very quiet.  My father-in-law has been involved with 

this for at least 40 years.  He has given a lot of time to the youth in the City.  I wanted to read Rob’s 

email to explain the naming and to also note that they will be keeping Uleski Field.  Ms. DeGennaro 

said she is not sure whether the name is Ken or Kenneth – hopefully we will know the proper naming 

by the next Board of Aldermen meeting. 

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro to forward the request from the Parks & Recreation 

Commission that the complex at the Little League Field be named the “Ken Marcucio, Sr., Little 

League Complex” in honor of his many years of dedicated commitment to the Parks & Recreation 

Department and to the youth of the City of Derby and forward to the full Board of Aldermen for 

approval.  Motion carried.   

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Mr. Iacuone said the only argument he sees coming is Pop Warner is stuck in the middle.  You really 

can’t call it a sports complex because you already have Lou DeFilippo field.  He said he is just trying 

to circumvent an argument.  There’s really nothing else to call it.  Maybe Youth Complex. 

 

Ms. DeGennaro said she doesn’t want to get into the middle of whether its Pop Warner Field for the 

City of Derby Field.  Mr. Iacuone said you’re naming it the Little League complex when you have 

another entity using it.  Ms. DeGennaro said she believes that it’s always been called the Little 

League complex – I don’t think it was ever called Pop Warner.  Mr. Iacuone said we can send it to 

the Board and see what they think.  I don’t have a problem with sending it to the Board.  If Rob can 

come up with a better… 
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Ms. DeGennaro said they approved it at Derby Parks and Rec.  She said her opinion – and she wasn’t 

at the meeting – the Derby Parks and Recreation Commission who has further authority over the 

Youth programs for the City and the recreation programs – we can make a motion to bring it to the 

full board.  Ms. DeGennaro asked Mr. Iacuone if he is amending her motion.  Mr. Iacuone said no.  

Ms. DeGennaro said she made the recommendation that it be called that so obviously you’re 

amending my motion.  Mr. Iacuone said we’ll amend the motion to send it to the full board… 

 

Ms. DeGennaro withdrew her motion. 

 

The motion was finally… 

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to send to the full Board of 

Aldermen the request from the Parks and Recreation Commission to name the complex at the Little 

League Field the “Ken Marcucio, Sr., Little League Complex” in honor of his many years of dedicated 

commitment to the Parks and Recreation Department and to the youth of the City of Derby.  Motion 

carried.   

 

With no other business to come before the committee… 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to adjourn the meeting at 

8:15 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OPERATION & PROCEDURES 

SUB-COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 


