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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

OPERATIONS & PROCEDURES SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2017 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

Chair Arthur Gerckens called the meeting to order at 7:42 p.m.  All rose and pledged 

allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

Present:  Arthur Gerckens, Peter M. Olenoski, Jr., Stephen Iacuone 

 

Also Present:  The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

Alderman Carmen DiCenso 

  Alderman Ron Sill 

  Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

  Anthony DeFala, Town  

  Marc J. Garofalo, Town & City Clerk 

  Dennis P. O’Connell, Parks & Recreation Director 

  Andrew Cota, Blight Officer 

  Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Gerckens asked if anyone wished to address the committee during public portion.   

 

Ray Lotta, 47 Gilbert Street, Derby, CT 

Mr. Lotta spoke of his desire to obtain parking spaces on Gilbert Street. 

 

Keith A. McLiverty, Treasurer – City of Derby 

Mr. McLiverty talked about item #9 on tonight’s agenda – Four Payment Tax System for 

Senior Citizens Aged 65 and Older.  He said there is no hope of implementing this in time 

for the 2017 tax season.  Mr. McLiverty said we need to do due diligence regarding this 

item and noted that there could be effects to the cash flow for the City.  He stated that 

we are already going to a two payment system for motor vehicles.  Mr. Olenoski asked 

Mr. McLiverty when this could be implemented.  Mr. McLiverty said if it passes the litmus 

test he envisions that it could happen for July 2018.   

 

Mr. Gerckens asked three times if anyone else wished to speak.  Hearing no requests… 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. Iacuone to close the Public 

Portion.  Motion carried. 
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APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 14, 2017 OPERATIONS & PROCEDURES MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Iacuone with a second by Mr. Gerckens to approve the 

Minutes of the February 14, 2017 meeting. Mr. Olenoski abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 11, 2017 OPERATIONS & PROCEDURES MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. Gerckens to approve the 

Minutes of the April 11, 2017 meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Mr. Iacuone noted that he was not present at the April 11th meeting but the motion to 

close public portion states that he seconded the motion.  Correction will be made to 

the minutes.  Mr. Iacuone abstained.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

REVISED MONTHLY REPORT LIST FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN MEETINGS.  

DISCUSSION/ POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/BOARD OF ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens stated that this has been worked on for the past several months.  He said 

at last month’s meeting there was a request to add one more item, which would be 

item #18 – City Website – Open/Closed tickets.  Mr. Olenoski said he would definitely 

like to see that included on the reports.  Mr. Garofalo said he would need to make a 

few adjustments since the bigger issue is that multiple people sometimes need to 

address the item that is being asked.  Mr. DeFala said he fields a lot of the questions 

and he feels the system is pretty good and said that Marc and Meg do a really good 

job.  Mr. Olenoski said regarding the Police Department report he would like to see 

basic items addressed such as the number of traffic stops, etc…  It was also noted that 

the Police Department’s website is currently down.   Mr. Iacuone said he isn’t speaking 

for the Chief however he doesn’t believe that the Chief would have a problem 

providing the statistics as long as they are properly interpreted.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen the revised monthly report list for the Board of 

Aldermen/Alderwomen meetings.  Motion carried. 

 

CITY OF DERBY POLICY; MOBILE TECHNOLOGY, CELL PHONES, AND DISTRACTED DRIVING.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens said they have been working on the Company Vehicle Policy.  He said 

our insurance carrier is looking for more of a mobile technology policy.  Mr. Gerckens 

said Chief Narowski said the Police would be exempt.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the Board of Aldermen/Alderwoman the City of Derby Policy – Mobile Technology, cell 

phones and distracted driving. 

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Mr. Iacuone said we don’t say who’s responsible.  Atty. Welch said the Supervisor would 

have to enforce it.  Mr. Iacuone said he would recommend putting that in the policy. 
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MOTION CARRIED. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS MAILBOX REIMBURSEMENT POLICY.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens stated that Anthony DeFala asked that we look into this matter.  He said 

that he has obtained the policy from another town that we can work off of.  Mr. DeFala 

said he has read the policy and he feels that anything that is down on paper is good.  

He does feel that $50.00 may be too generous and noted that some towns don’t 

provide any funds.  Mr. DeFala said he also feels that there should be a time limit set – 

he doesn’t want to get calls say in June, July for something that may have happened in 

the winter months.  Mr. Olenoski asked about the homeowner that installs a really nice 

mailbox – the $50.00 isn’t really fair.  Mr. DeFala said a lot of times people put in the real 

nice mailboxes and they’re not installed per regulations.  Ms. DeGennaro said she has 

owned her home for 15 years and noted that her mailbox has been hit at least four 

times by the snowplow truck.  She said she moved her mailbox further back.  Ms. 

DeGennaro said as a lawyer a person has two years to make a claim.  She said why 

should a person take $50.00 when it’s a $100.00 mailbox and there is also installation 

costs – it’s a nuisance claim any way that you look at it.  Mr. DeFala said he hasn’t had 

any problems with litigation noting that he is always willing to work with the homeowner.  

Mr. Iacuone suggested that we go through the season and see where it goes and we 

can address it as necessary. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen the Department of Public Works Mailbox Policy.  

Motion carried. 

 

FOUR PAYMENT TAX SYSTEM FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AGED 65 AND OLDER.  DISCUSSION 

ONLY 

Mr. Gerckens stated that Alderman Sill asked that this committee take a look at this.  

We’ve heard some comments from the City Treasurer.  Mr. Gerckens said he will gather 

information from other towns that may have a four payment system and will revisit this. 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

WITEK PARK FIELD MAINTENANCE.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens said this item is not ready to be discussed. 

 

WITHOUT OBJECTION THIS ITEM WAS TABLED. 

 

USE OF DERBY GREENWAY AND PICNIC GROVE BY DERBY NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. 

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens said this came about because we spend a lot of time approving these 

requests.  He would like to hammer out some criteria such as only City sponsored 

and/or non-profits.  Mr. Geckens said he would start to work on a checklist for this item. 
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NO ACTION TAKEN 

 

PICNIC GROVE REGULATIONS. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION 

TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens said this went through last month and now there are questions about 

individuals who have already booked the picnic grove prior to the new rules being in 

place.  Atty. Welch said there are a few contracts that were signed prior to the new 

regulations.  He said since they were already signed they have the right to use the 

picnic grove during those stated hours – there is a contractual obligation.  Mr. Olenoski 

asked if we could give the area residents the heads up as to what dates those events 

are going to occur.  Mr. Garofalo stated that the Mayor’s secretary takes care of the 

bookings and the calendar for the picnic grove.  Mr. Gerckens said he would like to be 

copied on the calendar.  Mr. DeFala questioned whether or not signage is warranted to 

let everyone know the hours of operation for the picnic grove.  Mr. Olenoski asked if the 

signs would go up after those old contracts are done.  Mr. DeFala said a lot of times the 

people who show up to use the picnic grove aren’t the same person who rented it out.  

He said he feels that the hours of operation should be posted.  Mr. Gerckens said he 

feels that we should honor the contracts that have already been signed (prior to the 

new regulations) and then look into posting of signs with the new hours of operation. 

 

HARDSHIP REQUEST FOR TWO PARKING PASSES AT THE GILBERT STREET PARKING LOT.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens noted that this has been on the agenda for the past four months.  Mr. 

Lotta said there is the parking lot that was erected below High Street and there is ample 

parking down there.  He said he has no parking.  Mr. Lotta said he waited until everyone 

below High Street took advantage of spaces and he would like to put in for three 

spaces for his property.  He noted that there is a serious safety issue by his house.  Mr. 

Gerckens stated that Mr. Lotta already has one space for his building.  Mr. Iacuone said 

he believes three would cover Mr. Lotta’s need now. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen that the hardship request for two parking 

passes at 47 Gilbert Street for a total of three parking passes be permitted.  Motion 

carried. 

 

REVISE ZONING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. Gerckens said he received this request from Carlo Sarmiento, who is not present this 

evening and hasn’t really said what he’s looking for.  Mr. Iacuone said Planning & 

Zoning should come to us. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Iacuone to TABLE this item 

until next month.  Motion carried. 
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PROPERTY TAX REBATE FOR NON-WARTIME MILIARY VETERANS.  DISCUSSION ONLY. 

Mr. Gerckens said a couple of citizens asked him about this and he said that it is more 

of a State issue that he would look into.  Atty. Welch said this is not offered by State 

Statute and noted that he would look into this and have some information for the next 

meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:26 p.m.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OPERATIONS & 

PROCEDURES SUBCOMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 

 

 


