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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015 – 6:30 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

Chairman Arthur T. Gerckens called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  All rose and 

pledged allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Arthur Gerckens, Peter Olenoski, Carmen DiCenso 

 

Absent:  Ronald Sill 

 

Also Present: Barbara L. DeGennaro 

  David Anroman 

  Anthony DeFala, Street Commissioner 

  Lynn DiGiovanni 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to add a new #14 

– Use of Derby Green for National Day of Prayer on May 7, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. with adjournment to be #15.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Gerckens asked three times if anyone wished to speak during public portion.  

Hearing no one wishing to speak the public portion was closed. 

 

APPROVAL OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MINUTES OF MARCH 10, 2015  

A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. Gerckens to approve the 

Minutes of the March 10, 2015 minutes as presented. Mr. DiCenso abstained.  Motion 

carried.  

 

APPROVAL FOR 7TH ANNUAL HOUSY RIVER DUCK RACE TO BE HELD ON DERBY DAY, JUNE 

27, 2015.  ALSO APPROVAL TO HANG BANNERS ANNOUNCING THE EVENT.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Geckens informed the committee members that he received a letter from St. Mary-

St. Michael School requesting approval for the 7th Annual Housy River Duck Race.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen the approval for the 7th Annual Housy River Duck Race to be 

held on Derby Day, June 27, 2015 and to allow the hanging of banners announcing the 

event.  Motion carried. 
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REQUEST TO USE THE PICNIC GROVE AND TO WAIVE THE FEES FOR THE CUB SCOUTS PACK 

3 ON JUNE 8, 2015.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Gerckens said he received a request from Dan Cyril for Cub Scout Pack 3 to use the 

Picnic Grove on June 8, 2015 and that the fees be waived.  .  Mr. DiCenso questioned 

whether any notification needs to be given to Storm Ambulance or public works.  Mr. 

Gerckens said he didn’t see the need. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. DiCenso to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen to approve the request from Cub Scout Pack 3 to use the 

picnic grove on June 8, 2015 and to waive the fees.  Motion carried. 

 

LIGHT POLE BANNER SPONSORSHIP.  REQUEST TO CONSIDER PURCHASING LIGHT POLE 

BANNERS FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Gerckens introduced Lynn DiGiovanni who is here this evening to discuss the 

possibility of light pole banners. 

 

Ms. DiGiovanni said an initiative that’s coming out of the Mayor’s office is they have 

discussed ways to beautify the city in a simple way and the light pole banners was one 

of the ideas.  There is two ways to approach this – one would be the city purchasing the 

banners, which  is straightforward and simple but after a little research she found that 

there are some communities that engage in sponsorship programs, which would help 

defray the cost of the banners.  Ms. DiGiovanni said we could enter into a contract with 

a local business or organization.  They would have representation on the banner and 

that would help defray the cost of the initial purchase of the banners and the hardware 

needed to install the banners for the first year.  The city would do renewals every year 

and that would be a source of revenue for the city.  She noted that a project manager 

would need to be appointed to oversee this project. 

 

Mr. Gerckens asked about the event that Griffin Hospital will be holding next year.  Ms. 

DiGiovanni said it is the World Health Organization, which is held in a different country 

each year and in 2016 it will be held in the United States for the very first time – Derby 

specifically.  This is a pretty significant event and we feel we need to put our best foot 

forward and begin to beautify and showcase Derby.  Although it will be held in 2016 the 

exact date hasn’t been announced.   

 

Mr. Gerckens said he heard that the sample project cost is roughly $11,670.00 although 

sponsorship could help defray that cost.  Ms. DiGiovanni said that is for 50 – we currently 

have 21.  She said the problem with coming up with a concrete number is there are 

many factors to consider.  The type of material, number of colors, sizes all have to be 

taken into consideration.  We need to layout the framework before the cost could be 

set in place.  In order to do this she expects the cost to be between $5,000 to $10,000, 

which is a significant amount of money.  This is why it is a good idea to partner with 

local businesses and organizations.  The banners have a “slice” that would show the 

name that is sponsoring that banner and should they not care to participate in the next 

year that slice is removed and replaced with another business or organization’s name.   

 

Mr. Olenoski asked about other towns doing this.  Mr. DiCenso said he knows Ansonia 

has a banner program.  Ms. DiGiovanni noted that Orange also has banners.  Mr. 

DiCenso asked if this would need to go out to bid. Atty. Welch said it would. 
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A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. DiCenso to forward the light 

pole banner sponsorship to the full Board of Aldermen for discussion.  Motion carried. 

 

REPOSITIONING STRATEGIES FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  PRESENTATION FROM 

WESTON & SAMPSON.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Valerie Farrell and Tony DeSimone are present this evening at Carmen DiCenso’s 

request regarding repositioning the strategies for economic development for 

downtown Derby.  Ms. Farrell noted that Mr. DeSimone has been working on 

infrastructures.  She has been doing economic development and revitalization in public 

and private sectors for thirty years and mentioned that she worked with Rick Dunne 

back in 1999.  The idea is how do we make Derby successful and vibrant once again.  

Plans are in place – most of the work has been done – Plan of Conservation & 

Development.  She noted that you can only do so much planning – need to be very 

proactive and target particular sites that could reposition the city.  Ms. Farrell said they 

would like to work on specific areas – Hull Dye, road behind B.J.’s, etc…  She would like 

to reach out to colleges and universities for satellite sites.  Ms. Farrell would like the city 

to formalize an agreement with Weston & Sampson. 

 

Mr. Gerckens stated the city was just awarded $445,000 from the State Bond Counsel – 

that is real money that we already have.  Mr. DiCenso said isn’t that money supposed 

to be used to hire someone like this.  This committee discussed this and noted that they 

could just not hire anyone without going out for proposals. 

 

The committee thanked Weston & Sampson for appearing at the meeting and 

informed them when the time comes to put out a request for qualifications/proposals 

they would be notified. 

 

The committee chose to take no action. 

 

USE OF THE RYAN ATHLETIC COMPLEX (FOOTBALL FIELD & TRACK) FOR A COLOR-A-THON 

RACE (FUNDRAISER) FOR DERBY MIDDLE SCHOOL.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Gerckens explained that this would be a fundraiser for Derby Middle School and 

that they’re trying to nail down a specific date.  Right now all that is known is they’re 

looking at the week of June 8th. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen the use of the Ryan Athletic Complex (football field & track) 

for a Color-A-Thon Race (fundraiser) for Derby Middle School for the week of June 8, 

2015 provided that a specific date is in place and the appropriate individuals are 

notified.  Motion carried. 

 

WITEK PARK SPILLWAY BRIDGE PROPOSAL FROM ANTHONY DEFALA.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DeFala informed the committee that this is a project that he really wants to do.  He 

has a brief scope of work.  It would be the spillway on Academy Hill Road.  Mr. DeFala 

said D’Amico Associates has already done some engineering work for this project free 

of charge.  He stated that this is not in a flood plain zone.  Mr. DeFala also noted that 

kids are always jumping in the spillway and in fact last year there was a drowning.  

Aesthetically it would look very nice.  Quick Pick would place the bridge.   

 



Board of Aldermen 

Community Relations Subcommittee Meeting 

April 14, 2015 - Derby City Hall 

Page 4 of 4 

Mr. Gerckens asked about the costs for the project.  Mr. DeFala said his budget would 

absorb the costs.  He would like to commence the project at the end of this fiscal year. 

Mr. Gerckens asked Corporation Counsel if this would encourage ------Atty. Welch said 

he believes the liability would be the same. 

 Mr. Olenoski asked about police activity.  Mr. DeFala said he would probably need 

traffic control the day of the bridge installation.  They would probably have to detour 

the road for an hour or so. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen that Anthony DeFala be granted permission to move forward 

with the Witek Park Spillway Bridge Proposal.  Motion carried. 

 

REQUEST OF “MOVING WITH HOPE” TO PLACE (6) 12” X 24” SIGNS AT VARIOUS 

LOCATIONS IN THE CITY OF DERBY FROM MAY 1, 2015 UNTIL MAY 31, 2015.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Gerckens noted that they did not list the location s where these signs would be 

erected.  Mr. Sarmiento, the City’s Building Official noted that no signs are permitted on 

the Derby Green. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Olenoski to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen the request from “Moving with Hope” to place (6) 12” x 24” 

signs at various locations in the City of Derby from May 1, 2015 until May 31, 2015 and 

that the location sites need to be submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office.  Motion carried. 

 

REQUEST THE USE OF THE DERBY GREEN ON MAY 7, 2015 FROM 6:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. FOR 

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Gerckens noted that we have just received this request.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Olenoski with a second by Mr. DiCenso to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen the request to use the Derby Green on May 7, 2015 from 6:00 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Derby National Day of Prayer.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Olenoski to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:20 p.m.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 


