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CITY OF DERBY 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Chairman Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All rose and 

pledged allegiance to the flag. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Carmen DiCenso, Felicia Monaco 

 

Absent:  David Anroman 

 

Also Present: The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

  Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official, City of Derby 

  Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Mr. DiCenso informed the committee that Mr. Carrubba has started working on his 

property. He said as soon as he began work the neighbors started complaining about 

lead chips.  He said the Valley Health Department is doing the testing.  Mr. Sarmiento 

said he also met with Mr. Carrubba who is willing to cooperate and apologized for his 

past actions.  He suggested that perhaps we could grant an extension for the work to 

be completed. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 10, 2014 MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to approve the 

Minutes of the June 10, 2014 as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone wished to address the committee.  Hearing no 

response the Public Portion was closed. 

 

UPDATE ON 350 DERBY AVENUE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DiCenso said as everyone recalls the letter was approved to be sent to the property 

owners.  Mr. Sarmiento said he heard from the agent for the property who was surprised 

that he received the letter.  He also said as of July 18, 2014 the City will have the ability 

to raze the property.  That is the date he has set for the utility disconnections.   

 

UPDATE ON FORECLOSED PROPERTIES – 187-189 DERBY AVENUE; 105 HAWKINS STREET; 245 

FRANCIS STREET – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DiCenso asked Corporation Counsel if he had an update on the foreclosed 

properties.  Mr. Welch said he didn’t have one for this evening; however he would have 

a report on all the properties for the committee and full Board of Aldermen. 
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46-48 FIFTH STREET – POSSIBLE FORECLOSURE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

It was noted that this property is currently under foreclosure by the bank.  Mr. Sarmiento 

stated that the Derby Housing Authority would love to take possession of this property.   

Mr. Welch said he would get the copy of the case number to see where it stands in the 

foreclosure process.  He stated that the bank is going to bid the debt owed on the 

property. 

 

151 PLEASANT VIEW ROAD – POSSIBLE FORECLOSURE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DiCenso stated that the landscaping on this property is so overgrown that you can 

barely see the house.  There was a discussion about the possibility of using City forces or 

outside contractors to take care of the blight and then bill/lien the property for the 

costs.  Mr. Welch suggested the possibility of involving the Valley Health Department.   

 

Mr. DiCenso stated that there are other properties that have the same problem.  He 

noted that 146 Marshal Lane is terribly overgrown and he believes the house has been 

abandoned.   

 

Mr. DiCenso will meet with Atty. Welch and Mr. Sarmiento to review the properties that 

may benefit from the City’s intervention. 

 

Mr. Sarmiento stated that he used to volunteer his time to an organization named the 

“Watchdogs” in Milford.  He said it was a group of individuals who would volunteer their 

time to help homeowners, especially the elderly, who cannot take care of their 

property due to age, illness or just financial constraints.  This may be something that we 

should look into organizing to help out in Derby. 

 

23  43 ANSON STREET – RECOMMEND ADDING TO BLIGHT LIST – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 

ACTION 

There is an error on the agenda – this should read 43 Anson not 23.  Mr. Sarmiento said 

he received a complaint from a neighbor this week.   He also noted that the Fire 

Marshal was at the property today. The structure is in very poor condition and should be 

placed on the Blight List. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen that 43 Anson Street be added to the Blight List.  Motion 

carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to adjourn the 

meeting at 6:20 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 


