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CITY OF DERBY 
 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2015 – 6:00 P.M. 
 

DERBY CITY HALL – JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All rose and pledged 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:   Carmen DiCenso, David Anroman, Felicia Monaco, Ron Sill 
 
Also Present:     The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 
      Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

    Andy Cota, Blight Officer 
      James Watson, Blight Officer 
                 Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 
                           Francis Teodosio, Corporation Counsel                      
      Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 
      
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Mr. DiCenso said he would like to add a new bullet item to #11 – 81 Grove Avenue – to 
be placed on Blight List 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2015 MEETING 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Anroman to approve the minutes 
of the June 9, 2015 meeting as presented.  Mr. DiCenso and Ms. Monaco abstained.  
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone wished to address the committee during 
public portion.  Hearing no requests the public portion was closed. 
 
UPDATE ON 67 MINERVA STREET – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Carlo Sarmiento, the City’s Building Inspector, said he has been in contact with the 
attorney for John Guedes, Joe Coppola, and he has gotten nowhere.  He said he 
would like to move forward with help from Corporation Counsel and move this to the 
next step.  Mr. Sarmiento will make a presentation at the next full Board of Aldermen 
meeting. 
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UPDATE ON 125 HAWTHORNE AVENUE/226 HAWTHORNE AVENUE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 
ACTION 
Mr. Cota told the committee that Corporation Counsel is here to discuss this.  Atty. 
Teodosio said the reason he asked to have these items placed on the agenda is certain 
timeframes were given to both of these lenders to come to a conclusion.  He said it’s 
the bureaucracy at the larger banks that have stalled the process.  Atty. Welch said 
they are in communication with regard to 125 Hawthorne Avenue.  They have 
indicated that they are getting a brokers price opinion to see what the value of the 
property is.  It seems as this loan is still on track. 
 
Atty. Teodosio said regarding 226 Hawthorne Avenue the Bank of America sent over a 
proposed agreement, which was different than what had been approved.  We had 
suggested an offer that would have it fixed up by a date certain – that date of May 31st 
has come and gone.  Atty. Teodosio suggests giving them to September 30th.  If it is not 
done that’s it.  We’re going to proceed with our own blight.  The deadline will not be 
extended past September 30th.  He said they are being responsive – it’s just not 
happening quickly. 
 
UPDATE ON DWORKIN PROPERTY – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Atty. Peter Ressler was present at the meeting.  He said at last month’s meeting he 
suggested having the committee come to the property to view all the changes that 
have been made.  The committee members consulted their schedules and it was 
decided that they would tour the property on Saturday, August 15, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.  
Atty. Welch said he would inform Town & City Clerk Marc Garofalo to post it on the 
board. 
 
AT THIS POINT IN THE MEETING MR. DICENSO REQUESTED TO RE-OPEN ADDITIONS, 
DELETIONS, AND CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA. 
 
Mr. DiCenso said he would like to add two items to the agenda: 
 

• 10 a.  Update on 310 Silver Hill Road – Mrs. Collins 
• 10 b.  Update on 187-189 Derby Avenue – Discussion/Possible Action 

 
10 a. UPDATE ON 310 SILVER HILL ROAD – MRS. COLLINS 
Mr. Sarmiento said he has been in contact with Mrs. Collins nephew and he is waiting 
on a return call from him.  Mr. Sarmiento said we need to hear from a demolition 
contractor.  Mr. DiCenso said he had spoken with Mrs. Collins nephew Jeff and he 
informed Jeff to get a demolition contractor or the City would get one.  Mrs. Collins said 
she is still waiting to hear from UI, which she told this board at last month’s meeting.  Mr. 
DiCenso explained to Mrs. Collins that the demolition contractor would take care of 
getting in touch with the UI Company.  Mrs. Collins said each time she hears something 
new and different and she just wants to get this done once and for all.  Mr. DiCenso 
said the complaints are really coming in about this property.  He told Mrs. Collins that 
she needs to get a certified demolition contractor or the City will get one for her.  Mr. 
Sarmiento told Mrs. Collins that his office would handle the utility shutoffs.   
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10 b. UPDATE ON 187-189 DERBY AVENUE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Mr. Sarmiento said nothing is being done to this property.  We have given them time 
and nothing is going on.  He said right now it should be on the Blight List.  Mr. DiCenso 
asked Mr. Sarmiento if he has been in contact with the property owner.  Mr. Sarmiento 
said he hasn’t.  Mr. Sill asked if the taxes were paid.  Mr. Sarmiento said they have been.  
Mr. Cota said we’re really going in opposite directions now.  Mr. Sarmiento said the roof 
was started.  Mr. DiCenso suggested sending a certified letter explaining the situation 
and if she doesn’t abide by the requirements that were set she will lose the reprieveal. 
 
REQUEST FOR BLIGHT DESIGNATION – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

• 48 MOUNTAIN ROAD 
Mr. Cota said there was a complaint about this property 6-8 months ago.  The owner 
was contacted and was given time to get the work done.  Since that extension there 
have been no improvements made to the property.  He has had quite a few months to 
take care of the problem.  Mr. Cota said they would like to take this to the next step. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen that 48 Mountain Road be placed on the Blight List.  Motion 
carried. 
 

• 64-68 SMITH STREET 
Mr. Cota said although these are different structures they are owned by the same 
person.  He said the building has had a partial collapse and they can’t give any more 
time to have work done to this property.  He said there is also a three car garage 
belonging to this owner on Cherry Street.  Mr. DiCenso asked if anyone is living there.  
Mr. Cota said no – at one time it was a pizza business and then a driving school.  Ms. 
Monaco asked if this property has ever been on the Blight List.  Mr. Cota said he hasn’t – 
they had been working with the owner.   Mr. DiCenso asked if it needs to be on the 
Blight List or knocked down.  Mr. Sarmiento said it is not in imminent danger of 
collapsing.  He said he would have a better report by the full Board of Aldermen 
meeting. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen that 64-68 Smith Street be placed on the Blight List.  Motion 
carried. 
 

• 30 CAROLINE STREET 
Mr. Cota said he suggests that another letter be sent to the property owner.  He said a 
lot of things have been done; however everything is now encroaching onto the Calvert 
Lock property.  He suggests that a letter be sent stating that this will be turned over to 
the Board of Aldermen for further action.  Mr. Sarmiento said he would like to confer 
with Corporation Counsel before a letter is sent.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to TABLE this item 
until next month’s meeting.  Motion carried. 
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REQUEST REMOVAL FROM BLIGHT LIST – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

• 33 EAST NINTH STREET 
Mr. Cota said there was a painting issue that has been rectified.  He said it is not in the 
interest of the Board to penalize this property owner. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen to remove 33 East Ninth Street from the Blight List.  Motion 
carried. 
 

• 49 EMMETT AVENUE 
Mr. Cota said although the blight issue took longer than anticipated the cars and parts 
have been removed. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen to remove 49 Emmett Avenue from the Blight List.  Motion 
carried. 
 

• 81 GROVE AVENUE 
Mr. Cota informed the committee members that Corporation Counsel is already in the 
process of withdrawing this property from the Blight List.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen to remove 81 Grove Avenue from the Blight List.  Motion 
carried. 
 
REQUEST TO DEMOLISH 182 DERBY AVENUE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Mr. Sarmiento said this is a City-owned property.  He said the remediation team 
wouldn’t enter the property due to the structural instability.  He said they will have to do 
it hot.  Ms. Monaco asked what does that term mean. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the full Board of Aldermen that 182 Derby Avenue be demolished as soon as possible.  
Motion carried. 
 
AT THIS POINT IN THE MEETING MR. DICENSO REQUESTED TO RE-OPEN ADDITIONS, 
DELETIONS, AND CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to re-open 
additions, deletions and corrections to the agenda and add a new 12 a. – Francis 
Street.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. DiCenso said this is an abandoned building – the roof is collapsing.  Atty. Teodosio 
informed the committee that the judgment has entered the strict foreclosure.  At the 
end it will allow the City of Derby to own it.  Sometime in mid-August the City will own it.  
Atty. Teodosio said because of that certain steps need to be taken.  It needs to be 
insured and a decision will need to be made as to what the City wants to do with it. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Anroman to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patty Finn 
Recording Secretary 
 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT 
MEETING 


