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CITY OF DERBY 

 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

DERBY CITY HALL – JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Chairman Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All rose and 

pledged allegiance to the flag. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Carmen DiCenso, Felicia Monaco, David Anroman 

 

Also Present:   Anthony DeFala, Street Commissioner 

    Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 

     Andy Cota, Blight Officer 

     Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

     Francis Teodosio, Corporation Counsel 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

There were no additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 10, 2015 MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to approve the 

Minutes of the March 10, 2015 meeting as presented.  Ms. Monaco abstained.  Motion 

carried. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone else wished to speak during public portion.  

Hearing no requests the Public Portion was closed. 

 

180 OLIVIA STREET – UPDATE – POSSIBLE STOPPAGE OF BLIGHT FINE 

Mr. Sarmiento said the owner has asked for a ninety day extension and he is only 

allowed to approve extensions to sixty days.  He said they have asked that the fine be 

stopped during that time.  Ms. Monaco asked Mr. Sarmiento if he felt comfortable 

granting this request.  Mr. Sarmiento said he sees no issue in granting the extension and 

is confident that they will have the work completed.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen that a ninety day extension for the work to be completed at 

180 Olivia Street be granted and that the blight fine be suspended during that time.  

Motion carried. 
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187-189 DERBY AVENUE – UPDATE AND POSSIBLE BLIGHT FINE REDUCTION 

Betty Stallworth the property owner was present at the meeting.  She wanted to provide 

a proposal to reduce the amount of the blight fine to $20,000 and asked for six months 

to complete the work.  She said she got rid of her former partner and she is now the sole 

owner.  

 

Mr. Sarmiento said he sat down with Ms. Stallworth and corporation counsel and 

reviewed the plans for the outside work. They would like to pay $20,000 at the end of 

the work, which is anticipated to take six months to complete.  He said they have also 

discussed the plans to remediate the porch problems. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen that 187-189 Derby Avenue has until November 1, 2015 to 

finish the work and that the City would accept $20,000 for the Blight Lien and release 

the Blight Lien if all work is completed.  Motion carried. 

 

DWORKIN CHEVROLET PROPERTY – UPDATE AND POSSIBLE BLIGHT FINE REDUCTION 

Atty. Teodosio said this is going to sound like a re-run. Atty. Ressler has asked that no 

action be taken on this item this evening.  He said they are almost finished with the work 

– the graffiti is almost done and Atty. Ressler asked if this could be tabled until next 

month when he will be present to answer any questions from the committee members. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to TABLE this item 

until next month’s meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

CITISENSE, LLC – PRESENTATION 

Star Childs, the owner of Citisense, LLC gave a presentation on the software that his 

company is developing.  It is a Cloud based real estate development marketing tool 

that brings the public sector and the private market to the same information sharing 

system.  It’s in the City’s best interest to showcase development opportunities in the 

context of the public sector data – zoning data, development projects that have city 

involvement with regard to appraisals, incentive zones, etc… 

 

Mr. Childs said they show three different types of project statuses – 

1. Projects recently completed 

2. Projects in progress 

3. Projects that are available 

 

He said private and public markets work together. They are currently with New Haven 

and Bridgeport as well as Detroit MI. They also have an account with New York City 

although it hasn’t been engaged yet. 

 

Mr. DiCenso asked what the projected cost would be.  Mr. Childs said it is based on the 

size of the City.  Since it’s the BETA testing year they would discount anyone who signs 

up for this year and would also waive the setup fees.  Would discount things to about 

$3,000 for the year.  He said looking out they would like to do sort of a “tilt model” with 

cost and take the weight off the City entirely if they could if they can get enough 

private uses and use the platform and market projects to them down the road. 
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Mr. DiCenso said if he owned a building downtown the City could come down to me 

and be able to put that building on the site for free.  Mr. Childs said 100%. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to recommend to 

bring the proposal from Citisense, LLC to the full Board of Aldermen for discussion.  

Motion carried. 

 

FACILITIES INSPECTORS APRIL 6, 2015 DOCUMENT – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Cota said the document the object of meeting blight remediation’s and put 

together a packet of where properties are and what should happen.   Some are in 

foreclosure – some should come off the list.  He said we need to get closure on some of 

these properties. 

 

Atty. Teodosio complimented the inspectors on putting together such a comprehensive 

document.  He said he has reviewed four other lists with the Mayor and the Tax 

Collector for a tax sale.  Atty. Teodosio said as other liens are incorporated into the tax 

sale then these can also be added.  Mr. Cota said if it’s a tax lien it trumps everyone.  

He said there were problems with notification issues.  Atty. Teodosio suggested that 

someone from the committee meet with him and Denise Cesaroni to review the list. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to TABLE this item 

with no action to be taken.  Motion carried. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by with a second by to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT 

MEETING 


