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CITY OF DERBY 
 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2015 – 6:00 P.M. 
 

DERBY CITY HALL – JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Chairman Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All rose and 
pledged allegiance to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Carmen DiCenso, Felicia Monaco 
 
Absent:  David Anroman 
 
Also Present:   The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

  Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 
    Jim Watson, Blight Officer 
    Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
There were no additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 13, 2015 MEETING 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to approve the 
Minutes of the January 13, 2015 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
Mr. DiCenso asked if anyone wished to address the committee.   
 
David L. Kopjanski, 54 Franklin Avenue, Derby, CT  06418 
Asked to speak on agenda item #8 – update on 67-71 Minerva Street, if necessary. 
 
Mr. DiCenso said that would be fine. 
 
Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone else wished to speak during public portion.  
Hearing no requests the Public Portion was closed. 
 
UPDATE ON DWORKIN CHEVROLET PROPERTY – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Mr. DiCenso said he has correspondence from Mr. Wolfe – the closing date is Friday, 
February 13, 2015 and the cleaning of the property will commence immediately 
thereafter.  He said once that work is done we can revisit the blight fine.  He again 
stated that we’re here not to make money off of blight – the City wants the blight 
rectified. 
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UPDATE ON 67-71 MINERVA STREET – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Mr. DiCenso said we do have correspondence from Mr. Sarmiento from Mr. Guedes. 
They were supposed to start demolition last week but due to the snow they got pushed 
back.  He said that Mr. Sarmiento has contracted their office asking for an update.  
Chris Taylor of Arcadia had a meeting with Mr. Sarmiento and based on his 
conversation with Mr. Sarmiento he was unwilling to perform the partial demolition that 
was outlined.  The decision to demo all structures was based on the time delay it would 
take to set up other demolition. 
 
Ms. Monaco asked what does that mean. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento – I told him that I was going to require, actually the City Engineer told him 
that they were going to required somebody to oversee the whole project and when I 
mentioned that to the owner of Arcadia he said what does that mean.  I said you’re 
going to have someone monitoring what you’re doing there and if it’s unsafe at any 
given point I want his input as to what to do.  So I said you call me if there’s any unsafe 
conditions.  Because do not move forward thinking that a wall is going to stand there 
without any roof or without any braces.  Based on that conversation I’m on the 
assumption that Mr. Guedes rather than dealing with the building that he knows he’s 
not going to be able to do – we have the reports from PRIME Engineering and Mr. 
D’Amico predicating just that.  That’s where we are with that – so we’re just waiting to 
move forward with the demolition.  All the non-concrete materials they’re referring to 
on there will be treated as “hot.”  So they’re working under the assumption that they’re 
contaminated, ok. 
 
Ms. Monaco – So Arcadia is going to do the demolition.   
 
Mr. Sarmiento – Yes at no cost to the City.  Everything that they’re doing – Mr. Guedes is 
willing to do all this – he’s doing all this. 
 
Ms. Monaco – What about this (inaudible) was unwilling to do the partial demolition. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento – If you see the reports from the City Engineer – I can provide them for 
you – he indicated what they wanted to do and we weren’t on the same page – 
myself, the City Engineer and Mr. D’Amico – we needed more detail at to what it is they 
wanted to do by doing a partial demolition.  He wanted to take the roofs off the 
building – be able to replace the roofs – it was just – we were told by the City Engineer 
that it just wasn’t worth it. 
 
Mr. DiCenso – At this time Mr. Kopjanski 
 
David L. Kopjanski, 54 Franklin Avenue, Derby, CT – I actually came here for a different 
reason.  I came here because my name was mentioned in an online newspaper last 
month as refusing an electrical permit for 67 Minerva Street.  I have in my hand a copy 
of that permit.  It was issued March 13, 2012 – it was released on March 29th that same 
month.  U.I. hooked up that electrical service on April 5th.  That electrical service is still 
live at that property.  But you know hearing this I have also in my hand a copy of the 
demolition permit issued for this very same building that we’re talking about 
demolishing now and that demo permit was issued August 29, 2011 for Arcadia 
Contracting the same contractor who evidentially is… 



City of Derby 
Blight Committee Meeting 

February 10, 2015 - Derby City Hall 
Page 3 of 4 

Mr. DiCenso – Any reason why it was not demolished?   
 
Mr. Kopjanski – He just refused.  He took out a permit and he demolished one building 
and didn’t demolish the other building. 
 
Mr. DiCenso – He demolished the piece that was on Minerva Street. 
 
Mr. Kopjanski – Correct but he didn’t demolish the part that was on Caroline Street. 
 
Mr. DiCenso – Was that supposed to be… 
 
Mr. Kopjanski – Yes – the permit is here. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento – He was supposed to put a buffer in place that was never done.  Some 
of the paperwork that I had found – we told the subject question me regarding this 
electrical and started to blame the City and Mr. Kopjanski that he wasn’t given the 
permit.  So I told him, Mr. Guedes, I’m not going to get into this with you.  I don’t know 
the particulars about it.  I said I made it very clear we need to move from this point 
forward.  Whatever you have to say about the City or the former employee that 
doesn’t concern me – that’s not why we’re here.  We’re here because of a safety issue 
and I also indicated to Phil Hawks you might want to reach out to Mr. Kopjanski 
because things are being put on the paper that reflect my office, the former head of 
my office and I didn’t appreciate the comments that were put on the paper because I 
know they were fabricated.  They were completely untrue and I believe that Gene 
Driscoll said to Phil should I make a retraction.  He said you need to contact Dave 
Kopjanski if you want to get both sides of the story – basically that’s what we had on 
that. 
 
Mr. Kopjanski – The point that I’m trying to make is that the Board members have a 
certain obligation to check the veracity of statements which are made like that.  If I 
could easily go into City records and find the record of this sort of thing then it would 
seem reasonable that anybody else in this room could do the very same thing and then 
I wouldn’t have to come out on a cold night. 
 
Ms. Monaco – Why didn’t the reporter do it? 
 
Mr. Kopjanski – Anyone can do it. 
 
Ms. Monaco – It wasn’t a board member that made that comment was it? 
 
Mr. Kopjanski – I believe it was made during a public meeting. 
 
Mr. DiCenso – Not here because Mr. Guedes has never come to our meeting. 
 
Ms. Monaco – I’ve never even have met the guy. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento – I believe the article in the Indy says that he contacted Mr. Guedes 
directly.  I think the comments are all coming from Mr. Guedes.   
 



City of Derby 
Blight Committee Meeting 

February 10, 2015 - Derby City Hall 
Page 4 of 4 

Mr. Kopjanski – Again there’s a large file on this property.  There’s also a large blight file 
that’s maintained by the Facilities Inspectors and there’s also a large Zoning file on this 
property and it would behoove the board to check all these files.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. DiCenso – Thank you David. 
 
BLIGHT DESIGNATION – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

 180 Minerva Street 
 
Mr. DiCenso said he has been by this property numerous times – cinder blocks went up 
on the porch and really nothing else has been done.  It’s a nice stone porch but the 
windows are still boarded up.  Mr. Sarmiento said he hasn’t been in contact with the 
homeowner.  He did order him to correct an unsafe condition, which was the porch 
and he did do it.  Mr. DiCenso asked Mr. Sarmiento to look into this property and report 
back at next month’s meeting.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Ms. Monaco to recommend to 
the Board of Aldermen that the property be placed on the Blight List.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with Ms. Monaco a second by to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:17 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patty Finn 
Recording Secretary 
 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT 
MEETING 


