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CITY OF DERBY 

 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Chair Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.  All rose and pledged 

allegiance to the flag. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:   Carmen DiCenso, Thomas Donofrio, Joseph DiMartino 

 

Also Present:  Andy Cota, Blight Officer 

Anthony DeFala, Public Works Director 

Marc J. Garofalo, Town & City Clerk 

Leslie Creane, Chief of Staff 

Shane Mangado, City of Derby - -Mayor’s Office 

             Francis Teodosio, Corporation Counsel  

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

There were none 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. DiCenso asked if anyone wished to address the committee.  

 

Anthony DeFala, 22 Paugassett Road, Derby, CT 

Mr. DeFala asked if he could reserve time to comment on item #9 (repeat blight 

offenders.)  The committee had no objections to the request. 

 

Mr. DiCenso asked three more times if anyone wished to address the committee.  

Hearing no requests the public portion was closed. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MAY 9, 2017 MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiMartino with a second by Mr. Donofrio to approve the 

Minutes of the May 9, 2017 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

MOVE TO ADD 46-48 FIFTH STREET TO THE BLIGHT LIST.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN. 

Mr. DiCenso said everyone should have pictures of this property in their packet.  It was 

noted that this property is owned by a repeat blight offender.   
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A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. DiMartino to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen that 46-48 Fifth Street be added to the Blight 

List.  Motion carried. 

 

MOVE TO ADD 49 SEYMOUR AVENUE TO THE BLIGHT LIST.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN 

Mr. DiCenso said pictures of this property are in the packet this evening.  Mr. Cota 

informed the committee that the Public Works Department has already removed items 

from this property; however the entire property is still filled with trash.  He said if you look 

behind the house the trash can be seen from Route 8.  Mr. DeFala said he contacted Lt. 

Sal Frosceno at the Derby Police Department since his department is really at their wits 

end with this property.  Lt. Frosceno spoke to the property owner who said the items 

would all be cleared away - the items are still there.  Mr. DeFala said practically every 

morning a U-Haul truck dumps items off.  It is a continuous tag sale and if the items 

don’t sell they remain on site.  Everyone was in agreement that this has been going on 

too long and the owner has been informed that it can’t continue. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Donofrio to recommend to 

the full Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen that 49 Seymour Avenue be added to the 

Blight List.  Motion carried. 

 

REPEAT BLIGHT OFFENDERS – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO 

THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN/ALDERWOMEN. 

Mr. DiCenso said he has spoken with Mr. DiCenso and Mr. Watson regarding this item.  

He said this is a problem in Derby and other towns.  If we blight a property the property 

owner takes care of the problem and then it occurs again.  Mr. DiCenso said he is trying 

to give the Blight Department more “teeth” so that they don’t have to keep coming to 

the committee for permission – he would like to streamline the process.  Mr. Cota said 

the repeat offender will take care of a problem and then it happens again and the 

entire process begins.  Atty. Teodosio said we would need to look at changing certain 

aspects of the Ordinance.  He said it is governed by the General Assembly to see if you 

can do something with the remediation stage.  He said right now the City sends the 

letter and the property owner does whatever they want to do.  Mr. Cota said they take 

care of the items for the remediation and then they do it again and the process begins 

all over.    Mr. Donofrio asked if we would have to wait until next month’s subcommittee 

meeting or can Corporation Counsel look into this and present his findings to the full 

Board of Aldermen/Alderwomen at out next meeting.  Atty. Teodosio said the General 

Assembly has passed all the legislation that they’re going to pass for the session except 

for special legislation.  Mr. Cota said some property owners get 80% of the blight 

condition done and we let them off the hook for the remaining portion - we really need 

to start holding their feet to the fire.  Ms. Creane said when she worked for the Town of 

Hamden the only thing that worked effectively was to get to the penalty phase as 

quickly as possible.  If the property owner doesn’t take care of the problem the fine 

increases fairly quickly and can get to the point where they lose the house to 

foreclosure.  On the other hand if somebody cleans up and they have accumulated 

blight liens the City could always look to forgive a portion of the blight fee as long as 

the property is kept in good condition.  Mr. Donofrio noted that there are a few 
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properties on Hawkins Street that are really bad.  Mr. DiCenso asked Atty. Teodosio to 

look into this matter and we will bring it back to this committee for next month. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiMartino with a second by Mr. Donofrio to adjourn the 

meeting at 6:25 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT 

MEETING. 


