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Library Trivia: The old millstone, which is 
used as the foundation for the sundial that sits on the 
front lawn, was presented to the Library in 1927 by the 
D.A.R. Sarah Riggs Humphreys Chapter. An article from 
the Evening Sentinel, dated March 7, 1934, recounts a 
paper written by J. B. Sherwood, sharing that the old 
millstone once“graced the back dooryard” of his home on 
his grandfather’s land near the reservoir 
on Sentinel Hill. He recalled his 
mother planting nasturtiums in the hole
in the middle. Previous to that, and at 
one time, it was used in the meadow as 
a turnstile for a gate.     

    The Sarah Riggs Humphreys Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution 
(D.A.R) was a local non-profit, all-women's volunteer organization. The organization 
was named for Sarah Riggs Humphreys, descendant of Edward Riggs whom had built 
the first house in Derby in 1654. The family became well-known and regarded because 
the home was heavily fortified and thus served to protect settlers from Native American 
raids. Sarah was also the mother of the famous General David Humphreys.  
    The D.A.R was first founded in 1890 and is headquartered in Washington, D.C. 
The Sarah Riggs Humphrey’s (SRH) chapter of the organization was created 
October 12, 1893, by Mrs. Phillips; wife of Derby's prominent physician Dr. Albert 
William Phillips. Other prominent members of the founding group included Ada S. Shelton 
and Jane DeForest Shelton, daughters of Edward Shelton. Its purpose was to promote 
patriotism, preserve American history, and support early American education efforts. 
    To do this the founding group participated in several large-scale projects. One of 
which included donating the plot of land that the Derby Public Library was founded on. 
In exchange, the group was given a permanent location to use for their monthly 
meetings. They also donated 1,000 volumes of genealogical and historical records to 
the Library once it was built. The Library still maintains the D.A.R Lineage Books, 
volumes 1 to 166 in our Local History Room. 
    Additionally, they raised $1200 to completely reinvigorate the old Uptown Burying 
Grounds. Headstones were straightened, brambles and debris removed, and grass 
planted. They also located and embedded a fragment of Rev. John Bowers’ -- Derby's 
first minister -- tombstone into the cemetery.  Three Native American forts were marked 
with inscribed boulders: Great Neck fort located between Seymour Ave. and Division 
St, the Paugasset’s fort on the Housatonic River, and the Pootatuck fort on the Shelton 
side of the river. There was also an Indian-Dutch trading post that they located and 
marked for visitors at the junction of the Housatonic and Naugatuck Rivers. All of 
these locations can still be visited.
    These are but a few examples of the conservation work done by the group. In terms 
of education, the SRH supported local schools with educational materials, offered 
assistance to children of foreign born parents, assisted those trying to obtain 
citizenship, and maintained a national student loan fund. They would distribute 
citizenship manuals and do humanitarian work at Ellis Island and Angel Island. 
    In October of 2009 the SRH merged with another non-profit historical society, the 
Mary Silliman chapter. So the group continues their work, but under a new name: the 
Sarah Riggs Humphreys-Mary Silliman Chapter (SRH-MS). Some of their current 
work includes offering free donuts and coffee at Shelton’s Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 
They also help commemorate the creation of the US Constitution during Constitution 
Week in September by working with local cities and towns to issue proclamations. In 
addition, the D.A.R Good Citizens Award is issued to local high school seniors for 
outstanding contributions to their communities and the D.A.R American History Award 
is issued to high school seniors for their academic achievement in American history. 
They are currently collaborating with the David Humphrey’s Chapter of the Sons
of the American Revolution to restore Stratford’s Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery.
    The group continues to meet at the Derby Public Library.  
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10 am -
1 pm

CT Author Visits
Susan Granger

10/10 @ 6:30
J. Huguenn & 
M. Earl Smith
10/16 @ 6:30

Library Board President Dorothy Gleason presented 
Kimberly Robinson with the Library’s 2017 Scholarship 
Prize at the June Board of Directors meeting. Kimberly, 
a graduate of Derby High School, is attending American 
International College this fall, majoring in nursing.
 

Fun, food 
and friends 
at this 
Summer’s 
Adult 
Reading 
Club 
celebration!

    As our thoughts turn to apples and pumpkins and everything fall, I first want 
to thank everyone for a busy and productive summer. We had prepared 
diligently for all the activities and it was great to see visitors of all ages take 
advantage of all the offerings. On a more personal note, while fall has always 
been my favorite season, in more recent years, summer has become a close 
second. For it is during the months of July and August, that many of the 
children and parents I have met over the years come back to the Library to 
say hello. Some of those former children now have children of their own! It is 
always wonderful to catch up and reminisce.  
    Back to school always brings a mix of emotions. Whether it is preschool or 
kindergarten, middle school or high school, or college, there may be feelings of 
apprehension, excitement, or both. Someone gave me some simple advice a 
long time ago that really helps in all kinds of situations – just breathe. So I am 
passing along that advice to both students and parents as the new school year 
                                     begins. That, and of course, get a library card! Both 
      are keys to success. September is Library Card 
      Sign-Up Month!
              Now looking toward fall . . . we have two new authors 
      visiting us, popular presenters returning, and regular 
      programming continuing. I urge you to carefully look 
      over our calendar and take advantage of all that is 
      scheduled. Enjoy the beautiful fall season!    

Even if something is left undone, everyone must take time to sit 
and watch the leaves turn. 
                                                                      
    

---Elizabeth Lawrence



 

 

  
11-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: It’s All Greek to Me (18+) presented by Stacey Ference/Savour Catering.
12-TUESDAY: 3:30 pm Crafty Kids (ages 5-11). Offers an opportunity to explore creativity with art & craft projects. 
15-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Center Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. The workshop is free and open 
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm to the public. Bring a current resume to review or build a new resume to focus on your strengths.
18-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines, Local History Program presented by Rob Novak, Jr.
19-TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm AARP Driver Safety Class (50+). Cost: $15/AARP members, $20/Non-members. Refresher course. 
21-THURSDAY 3:30 pm Construction Zone (ages 4-11).Stretch your imagination & build with Legos, interlocking blocks & more.
25-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Maximize Your Social Security Benefits presented by David Cowan, AAA retiree advisor.
26-TUESDAY:     6:30 pm  Children’s Asthma Awareness Program. Presented by Naugatuck Valley Health District.
28-THURSDAY:  3:00 pm  YA Makerspace’s Build a Better World (ages 12-17). 3D doodle pens, 3D design/printing, Legos, & building kits. 
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)

September 2nd & 4th
Closed in Observance
of Labor Day

THURSDAYS:
9/7, 9/14,  10:00 am  Sports Talk Series with Rich Marazzi. Join the Silver Sluggers for trivia contests, videos, lively 
9/21, 9/28     conversation and more.

 10:00 am   Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
     Caregivers welcome.
         
9/21  10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring All Your Tech-Related Questions!

FRIDAYS:

   

   

   

Special Events

Registration is requested for all programs. Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis

Reoccurring Programs in September

9/1, 9/8. 9/15, 10:00 am   STEAM Ahead! (ages 3-5) Preschool program is a blend of story time and hands-on activities exploring the 
9/22, 9/29      world of science, technology, engineering, art and math. Interactive experiments.

MONDAYS:    
9/11, 9/18,   10:00 am   Family Place - 1,2,3 Grow With Me! (ages 1-3). Siblings welcome. Each week features puzzles, books, 
9/25      blocks, a craft, dramatic play & more followed by a story & rhymes. 
WEDNESDAYS: 
9/6 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing.  

9/6, 9/13, 9/20, 9:30 am  Baby Steps (birth - 12 mo.) Come play, learn & grow. Interactive program fosters developmental & social skills.
9/27 
 10:30 am  Wonderful Ones (13-24 mo.) Interactive class featuring stories, songs, rhymes and musical instruments.

 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks offered.
  
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games, and Legos. Light refreshments will be provided.

9/20 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring All Your Tech-Related Questions! 

9/27 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. Multiple copies of the book 
     are available at the circulation desk. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert & beverage provided. 

    

Our Lunchtime Book Discussion group recently had 
the opportunity to skype with the author of their 
selected title. The group meets on the last Wednesday 
of the month. New members are always welcomed!
  
 
 
 
  

Older siblings joined us as Story Time 
helpers during our summer session.



  

 
10-TUESDAY: 6:30 pm CT Author Visit - 150 Timeless Movies by Susan Granger (18+). Hear Hollywood stories from a true insider.
 3:30 pm Crafty Kids (ages 5-11). Offers an opportunity to explore creativity with art & craft projects.
16-MONDAY: 6:30 pm CT Author Visit - Mystic by J. Huguenin & M.Earl Smith (18+). History told through historic postcards.
19-THURSDAY 3:30 pm Construction Zone (ages 4-11).Stretch your imagination & build with Legos, interlocking blocks & more.
20-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Center Career Coach presents Using Social Networking in Your Job. The workshop is 
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm free & open to the public. Learn useful tools that job seekers need today.  
21-SATURDAY:  10:00 am - 1:00 pm Fall Family Day. All welcome! Fall themed activities include pumpkin decorating, scavenger hunt & raffle!
  10:00 am  Turn It Up! Interactive music program presented by Sandi Schuchman.
26-THURSDAY:  3:00 pm  YA Makerspace’s Build a Better World (ages 12-17). 3D doodle pens, 3D design/printing, Legos, & building kits. 
30-MONDAY: 6:00 pm  Water Color Painting Workshop (18+) with Rich DiCarlo from the Valley Arts Council. Materials provided.

 

 

 

  
11-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: It’s All Greek to Me (18+) presented by Stacey Ference/Savour Catering.
12-TUESDAY: 3:30 pm Crafty Kids (ages 5-11). Offers an opportunity to explore creativity with art & craft projects. 
15-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Center Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. The workshop is free and open 
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm to the public. Bring a current resume to review or build a new resume to focus on your strengths.
18-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines, Local History Program presented by Rob Novak, Jr.
19-TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm AARP Driver Safety Class (50+). Cost: $15/AARP members, $20/Non-members. Refresher course. 
21-THURSDAY 3:30 pm Construction Zone (ages 4-11).Stretch your imagination & build with Legos, interlocking blocks & more.
25-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Maximize Your Social Security Benefits presented by David Cowan, AAA retiree advisor.
26-TUESDAY:     6:30 pm  Children’s Asthma Awareness Program. Presented by Naugatuck Valley Health District.
28-THURSDAY:  3:00 pm  YA Makerspace’s Build a Better World (ages 12-17). 3D doodle pens, 3D design/printing, Legos, & building kits. 
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)

Reoccurring Programs in October

Special Events

Registration is requested for all programs. Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis.        
     
MONDAYS:    
10/2, 10/16,   10:00 am   Family Place - 1,2,3 Grow With Me! (ages 1-3). Siblings welcome. Each week features puzzles, books, 
10/23, 10/30      blocks, a craft, dramatic play & more followed by a story & rhymes. 
10/2 6:30 pm  Cookbook Book Club (18+). Books are better shared, & so is food! October recipe theme: Sweet or Savory 
     Breads. Select a cookbook from our Library cookbook collection, try a recipe & bring it in for all to sample.

  
  

FRIDAYS:

WEDNESDAYS:
10/4 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing.

10/4, 10/11, 9:30 am  Baby Steps (birth - 12 mo.) Come play, learn & grow. Interactive program fosters developmental & social skills.  
10/18, 10/25
 10:30 am  Wonderful Ones (13-24 mo.) Interactive class featuring stories, songs, rhymes and musical instruments

 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks offered..
 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games, and Legos. Light refreshments will be provided.     

10/18 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring All Your Tech-Related Questions!

10/25 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Guests on South Battery by Karen White. Multiple copies of the 
     book are available at the circulation desk. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert & beverage provided.

 
  

     

THURSDAYS:
10/5, 10/12,  10:00 am  Sports Talk Series with Rich Marazzi. Join the Silver Sluggers for trivia contests, videos, lively   
10/19, 10/26      conversation and more.

 10:00 am   Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
     Caregivers welcome.

10/19 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring All Your Tech-Related Questions!

 
    
 

THURSDAYS:
9/7, 9/14,  10:00 am  Sports Talk Series with Rich Marazzi. Join the Silver Sluggers for trivia contests, videos, lively 
9/21, 9/28     conversation and more.

 10:00 am   Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
     Caregivers welcome.
         
9/21  10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring All Your Tech-Related Questions!

FRIDAYS:

   

   

   

October 9th
Closed in Observance 

of Columbus Day

10/6, 10/13, 10:00 am   STEAM Ahead! (ages 3-5) Preschool program is a blend of story time and hands-on activities exploring the 
10/20, 10/27      world of science, technology, engineering, art and math. Interactive experiments.

 A special time was shared by grandmother 
and granddaughter at a recent Water Color 
class. Join Rich for his next class on 
October 30.
 

Our Teen Summer Club members 
met for pizza and prizes to 
celebrate their achievements!
 
 



    Congratulations to all our summer kids club participants who completed their bingo card 
challenges! A job well done! We thank all of our summer volunteers for their dedication and 
enthusiasm while assisting us during this busy time of the year. It was wonderful to see so many 
smiles, as well as our community daycare centers, making the Library a part of their weekly 
routine. The students attending the summer enrichment program at Irving School were also 
regular visitors to the Children’s Room during their four week session. The students borrowed 
books, completed some DIY station activities, listened to stories and had an opportunity to 
apply for a library card.
    To coincide with the start of the new school year, we kick off our Library Card Sign-Up 
Campaign beginning September 1. While patrons as young as infants may apply for a card any 
time throughout the year, September is designated as National Library Card Sign-Up Month. 
A raffle will be ongoing throughout the month for new library card applicants. If you already have 
a library card, stop by to show it to us and you will also be eligible.
                                                                             Our fall session of weekly story times start on 
    Wednesday, September 6 with Baby Steps for 
    children from birth to 12 months at 9:30 AM, 
    followed by Wonderful Ones at 10:30 AM. Come 
     play, learn and grow during these interactive 
     programs which include play activities to foster 
      developmental and social skills. The classes 
      feature traditional story time elements of a story, 
      songs and rhymes with play. Baby Steps will also
       offer a book display and list of titles that are age 
       appropriate to share during the class or borrow 
       for further reading at home. We continue to offer 
       our recently introduced STEAM Ahead preschool 
       program for fall, taking place on Friday mornings
        beginning September 8. This class is a blend of 
        story time and hands-on activities exploring the 
        world of science, technology, engineering, art 
         and math at a preschool level. Discovery 
through interactive experiments will lead participants to a basic understanding of such topics as 
size comparison, weather, math, science using shapes, and more. Children will attend this story 
time independently while a caregiver remains in the Children’s Room.
    Looking for something for your school age child to do after school? On the second Tuesday 
of each month we will offer Crafty Kids at 3:30 PM, with the first one taking place on 
September 12. Kids may drop in for Construction Zone on the third Thursday of every month 
starting on September 21, also at 3:30 PM. The Construction Zone is a fun opportunity for 
kids ages 4-11 to stretch their imagination and explore endless possibilities building with
Legos, a variety of interlocking building blocks, and other materials. There is no fee to attend 
and all materials will be supplied. Snacks will be provided at both 
programs.
    Celebrate Fall with fun activities for families of all ages on Saturday, 
October 21. The day will include fall themed arts and craft projects, 
pumpkin decorating, an interactive music program presented by Turn 
It Up!, a scavenger hunt, raffles and more!
    What’s new on hoopla? This great digital library resource, available to all Derby Public 
Library card holders, which already offers a vast selection of ebooks, audiobooks, music, 
movies, comics and more, now announces the introduction of its S.T.E.A.M. collection. This 
latest addition features books divided into three age groups - early learners, children and 
teens - with titles that will inspire young minds 
to explore, experiment and express. One 
more reason to stop by during our Library 
Card Sign-up Campaign!
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Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

Marc Weissman
TECH CORNER

TEEN ZONE

Staff Picks

Tony DeLos

Cathy Williams Seeing Red by Sandra Brown
Sue Sherman LMNO pea-quel by Keith Baker 
    (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly
Ann Mirisola Million Little Things by Susan Mallery
Mary Householder   Tiger in the House by Jacqueline Sheehan 
Lorraine Piazza  Undaunted by Diane Palmer
Gabriella Novak      I’m New Here by Anne Sibley O’Brien (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos The Rest of Us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Miss Bindergarten Takes a Field Trip with Kindergarten
    by Joseph Slate (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman      Memories, Dreams, Reflections by Carl Jung
Andrew Bisaccia     All the President’s Men by Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward
Chelsie Labrecque  Robopocalypse by Daniel H. Wilson

Helpful Tips when using Microsoft® Word and Excel 
    Microsoft Office products are now very common at home and in the workplace. 
But while they enable us to communicate effectively, sometimes there are more 
efficient ways to convey what we mean. To that end, here are some helpful tips 
when using the respective MS Office programs:
Word:
    On some of the toolbar choices (Font, Paragraph, Styles, etc.), there are tiny, 
barely visible arrows on the lower right-hand side of the section. Clicking on these 
arrows opens a more in-depth option box that often contains very useful tasks. 
Clicking the Paragraph arrow when you first open a new document, for example, is 
particularly helpful. It allows you to modify the line spacing“before” or ”after” the 
text. Since the default for “after” is 10 point, changing it to 0 - combined with 
selecting “single” space just to the right - will consolidate your text on the pages.
While 1” margins are typically required for educational purposes, quite often 
0.5” are acceptable for work-related documents. Reducing the margins from 
Normal (1”) to Narrow (0.5”) also enables you to be more concise. This option 
can be found under the Layout menu.
Rather than having a long list of brief words, try using the Columns function to 
consolidate that list across fewer lines. Just highlight the list of items, select Layout, 
then select Columns and then select the number of columns you’d like to try. After 
that, you can alter the number of columns to see what looks best. 
You can also create helpful function shortcuts in the very top-left corner of Word. 
Some are already there like “Save” and “Undo/Redo.” But if you click on the down 
arrow just to the right of those, other shortcuts can be selected like “Print Preview” 
and “Quick Print.” Now you can save time by performing those operations in one 
click as opposed to several. The other nice thing is, once you select a shortcut, it 
stays there even after you close out of the program. You can always uncheck it if 
you no longer need it to be visible. 
Excel
In addition to standard math operations (+, -, x, ÷), more advance formulas are 
available to simplify your spreadsheet. For example, if you want to determine the 
average of a column of numbers, simply type “=AVERAGE“ and then select the 
first cell and the last cell of the column of numbers you wish to use. Once you 
type in “)”, that cell will display the average of the selected values. Similarly, 
=SUM” will add up all the values of a range of cells. 
Excel also has those hidden arrows that lead you to more helpful options. 
Clicking on the one for the Number section gives you different formats to display 
your values in such as currency, date and percentage.
Copying and pasting a set of numbers to another location keeps the respective cell 
formulas intact by adjusting the cell locators accordingly. However, when you want 
a formula to ALWAYS point to a specific cell no matter where you paste the referring 
cells, put a “$” in front of the column and/or row locator to “lock” in that location. 
The Print Area option is also very helpful when you want to print just a portion 
of your spreadsheet. Just highlight the cells you wish to print, click “Set Print Area” 
and then “Print Area” and you’ll be able to review portions of your spreadsheet 
piece by piece. 
    Hopefully, these suggestions will help you become a more efficient “Office” 
worker. Good luck! 

    Greetings Teen Zone fans! Well, it’s official! The 
2017-18 school year is full up and running on the 
“freeway of achievement”.  To our friends transitioning
from middle school to high school, I offer one bit of 
advice: don’t worry . . . your comfort factor at the new 
place will improve with each passing week. 
    Another essential recommendation I propose to 
our 12-to-17 year old learners is a re-familiarization 
with DPL’s webpage and “Electronic Information 
Resources”, those 24/7 internet-accessible databases 
available to all DPL cardholders. You’ll discover 
some updated, as well as brand new resources, all 
of which are provided to enhance your academic 
life and beyond. If you have classmates in need of 
a library card, September happens to be National Library 
Card Sign-Up Month so send them to your school’s media center or to DPL with 
their school ID and we will remedy that situation without delay!
    Our recent Teen Summer Club was a great success and broke ground on DPL’s 
designated Makerspace! The allocation of an assigned area is a validation of the 
popularity of the maker movement as well as concrete justification for continuing the 
Build a Better World premise. They say you shouldn’t mess with success, so we will 
stick with the prevailing formula of assembling teen builders, now on the last 
Thursday of each month from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM. Of course, YA Wednesdays are 
a popular and permanent fixture on the Teen Zone calendar each week from 6:00 PM 
to 7:30 PM, so we look forward to seeing those of you that were away for the summer! 
As always, it’s a great opportunity to bring friends and make some new ones.
    So that ought to do it for this edition. But before signing off it seems fitting to 
highlight one of the Teen Zone’s long-time and loyal contributors. Our friend Frankie 
(see photo) has been a regular and formidable presence at YA programs since 
the age of 12 and is beginning college this month! We wish him all the best and 
look forward to hearing of his academic triumphs as he advances through his 
studies! To the rest of our young adult friends we bid a fantastic kickoff to the 
school year and look forward to seeing each of you ‘round the Zone!  

We wish long-time Teen 
Zone member, Frankie, the 
best of luck as he heads 
off to college this fall.
 

 It’s always fun spending time with 
grandma at the Library!


