Council Work Session
September 4, 2013
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, September 4, 2013, by President of Council Robert Walker. 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien; Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales. 
Amendments to the Agenda

Mayor O’Brien added another Special Event Application to the agenda for approval.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Liberty Street Handicapped Ramps
Mr. Canales referred to discussion at the last work session regarding possible replacement of handicapped ramps at Greene and Liberty Streets. PennDOT requires that any time the pedestrian path is affected, handicapped ramps must be addressed.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to authorize the Engineer to survey the four corners at the intersection of Liberty and Greene Streets to determine if all four handicapped ramps will need to be replaced.
Repairs at Greene & State Streets

As authorized by Council at the previous work session, the storm drains on both sides of Greene Street between State Street and the Newtown Creek were videotaped.  The water coming up and undermining the sidewalk next to 100 N. State probably resulted from severe cracks that were found in the approximate 180’ of concrete, metal, and plastic pipes and from unaligned joints in those pipes.  Mr. Canales recommended the Borough replace the pipes, as voids have formed from the leaking water that could continue to undermine the area.  An estimate for this work is $80,000-85,000.  Mr. Walker said that sufficient funds exist in the streets budget and liquid fuels money can also be used. In addition, the pipe on the north side of Centre Avenue next to First National Bank is also in disrepair.  Although State Street is a state road, PennDOT normally accepts responsibility only for surface work, not drainage under the street, but the engineer will confer with them.  Completing this project could affect the Borough’s ability to complete a street project next year.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to authorize the Engineer to do the necessary engineering and permitting for the Greene Street drainage area at State Street and to seek bids for repair.
Liberty Street Payment

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to approve the payment to Bray Brothers, Inc. for $29,386.70 for the Liberty Street paving project.
State Street Repairs

The repairs on State Street are going smoothly and everyone is pleased with the project.  The work should be completed within 2 1/2 weeks.
SEPTA Lot Update – John Burke

Mr. Burke reported that the SEPTA engineering department approved the plan for the SEPTA lot and they agreed that no pollution insurance is required.  A permit number is required before SEPTA sends the Right of Entry agreement to the Borough and the permit is valid until February 2014.  The next phase involves engineered specifications for the bridge and walkway, which will require a separate agreement and different insurance.  
Open Space Update – Perry Warren & Bob King

Mr. King reported that the requirements for the use of Open Space Funds have been somewhat liberalized.  Pocket parks along State Street are one consideration and Mr. King noted that funds must be used by the end of 2014.  
Police Radios – Robert Walker

Mr. Walker reported that the Borough must place the order for the new police radios to have them before the required January/February implementation date.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve the purchase of police radios at a cost of $42,701.08 and to authorize President of Council to sign a 7-year installment promissory note for $22,701.08 at a reduced interest rate of 1.5% from the County of Bucks.
Special Event Applications – Mayor O’Brien
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve the Special Event Application for the Newtown Library 5K Run on October 19, 2013.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the Special Event Application for the Halloween Parade on October 26, 2013.
Personnel 
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to appoint Susan Piette to the Zoning Hearing Board to fill an unexpired term through December 31, 2015.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to accept the Professional Services invoices for the month of July 2013.
Mr. Walker reminded Council that they had received their budget packets/schedule and when working on their committee budgets to try to remain “flat.”  All service providers and committee chairs received budget information requests.  Based on discussion earlier in the meeting, the streets and roads budget will be the most difficult to work with.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
Mr. Bolla reported that he submitted the revised Police Contract to the uniformed officers, with a goal to approve the contract at the Council meeting on Tuesday.
Mr. Bolla reported that he had obtained the agreement of two individuals to serve on the Borough’s behalf at the Local Agency Hearing for 139 N. State Street.  Mr. Maloney has extensive land use experience and Mr. Marshall of the Heritage Conservancy would serve as the expert witness.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to hire Doug Maloney to serve as Counsel and Jeffrey Marshall to serve as an expert historic witness for the Local Agency Hearing for 139 N. State Street.
Old Business
Mr. King reported on the group who has been attempting to save the Newtown Swim Club from closing.  The members see no way of purchasing the Swim Club, but they have discussed other options, which they are pursuing.
New Business
Mr. Walker announced that First National Bank of Newtown plans to close the intersection at Centre and State Street during filming for a 150th Anniversary around the historic clock.  Filming will take place early in the day to avoid disruption.
Council agreed to close the Borough Office the day after Thanksgiving with the staff using vacation or personal days.
Mayor O’Brien announced that the date for the Annual Holiday Party is December 15, 2013, and it will be held at the Court Inn.

Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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